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Tuesday, the 30th May, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr, Norton) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (17): ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. Police Act Amendment Bill.
2. Housing Loan Guarantee Act Amend-

ment Bill.
3. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill.
4. Legal Contribution Trust Act Amend-

ment Bill.
5. Pig Industry Compensation Act

Amendment Bill.
6. Zoological Gardens Bill.
7. Construction Safety Bill.
8. Transfer of Land Act Amendment

Bill.
9. Gas Standards Bill.

10. Gas Undertakings Act Amendment
Bill.

11. Justices Act Amendment Bill.
12. Judges' Salaries and Pensions Act

Amendment Bill.
13. Public Works Act Amendment Bill.
14. Traffic Act Amendment Bill.
15. Criminal Code Amendment Bill.
16. State Housing Act Amendment Bill.
17. Public Service Act Amendment Bill.

ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA HOSPITAL
Commencement: Petition

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [2.18 p~m.]: I
have a petition addressed as follows:-

To the Honourable Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned petitioners,
being citizens of the Shires of Rocking-
ham, Swinana and Western Australia,
do hereby pray that Her Majesty's
Government of Western Australia will,
at an early date, call tenders and build
the urgently needed Rockingham-
Kwinana Hospital.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter urgent consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

I certify that the petition conforms with
the rules of the House. and I have signed
it accordingly. It contains 6,832 signatures.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

FUEL AND POWER COMMISSION
BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr,

Bickerton (Minister for Fuel), and read a
first time.

1.

2.

QUESTIONS (31): ON NOTICE

HOUSING
Eligibility: Raising of Permissible

Income
Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Housing:

Consequent upon the coming into
force of the State Housing Act
Amendment Act, 1972, will he
immediately thereafter have the
commission inform previous ap-
plicants who were then marginally
in excess of permissible income
that they may now be eligible as
a result of the higher rate of In-
come allowed in the Bill men-
tioned?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
No. Following usual practice
there will be adequate publicity
concerning changed income limits
for eligibility for State Housing
Commission assistance. In ac-
cord with long standing policy it
then is the responsibility of any-
one who believes he is eligible to
lodge an application.

LAND
Reserve No. 29076

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Is the Government intending to

Use reserve 29076 for any purpose
in the near future?

(2) If "Yes" for what purpose?
(3) If "No" will he approve the ad-

joining neighbour using this land
on a temporary basis mainly for
fire control purposes?

(4) What is the area of this reserve?
Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) There are no immediate plans for

the use of this reserve, which is
set apart for future Government
requirements. The Armadale-
Kelmscott Shire Council is opposed
to the disposal of this land.

(2) See (1).
(3) The Bush Fires Act entitles the

holders of adjoining land to take
certain measures to abate tire
hazards on this reserve. Advice
should be sought from the local
authority or the Bush Fires Board.

(4) 2 roods 3.1 perches.
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3. FORREST-NICHOLSON ROADS
JUNCTION
U~pgrading

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What is the present intention

towards upgrading the Forrest/
Nicholson Roads junction at For-
restdale?

(2) Will he let me have a plan of the
proposed work?

(3) When will the upgrading work
commence?

(4) What is the estimated cost of this
junction improvement?

(5) If no plan has been finalised,
when is it expected this urgently
needed safety measure will be
programmed?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) A plan has been prepared for the

channelisation of this intersection,
and the scheme is now being con-
sidered by the Armadale-Kelm-
scott Shire Council.

(2) Yes, a copy of the plan will be
forwarded to the member.

(3) No date has been fixed.
(4) An estimate has not yet been pre-

pared.
(5) Answered by (1).

4. TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
Forrest-Nicholson Roads Junction
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Police:

How many people during the past
five years have been-
(a) killed;
(b) injured;
(c) involved in accidents,
at the junction of Forrest and
Nicholson Roads, Forrestdale?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
Accident data from 1st January,
1967 to 1st May. 1972 is as fol-
lows:-
(a) People killed-i.
(b) People injured-I.
(c) The total number of report-

able accidents not involving
injury or a fatality at this
intersection during the period
is 11. The number of persons
involved is not available.

5. WOOL PROCESSING INDUSTRY
E~xpansion

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) What progress has been made in

negotiating local and/or overseas
participation in a major expan-
sion of Western Australia's wool
processing industry in the scour-
ing, top making and yarn making
sections of the industry?

(2) When were discussions last held?
(3) When is any definite decision ex-

pected?
(4) Is he aware that U.S.S.R. recently

completed a contract to import
3,000 tons of worsted yarn from
Japan during the first half of
1973?

Mr.
(1)

GRAHAM replied:
Discussions have been held dur-
ing recent months with local and
overseas companies for the expan-
sion of various sections of the wool
textile industry in Western Aus-
tralia, including the sections re-
ferred to. These discussions are
proceeding.

(2) Earlier this month.
(3) It is not possible to say when a

definite decision will be taken in
this matter.

(4) No.

6. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Inland Superphosphtate Works

Mr. BROWN, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) What was the cost of stage 1

of the study of Davey Ash-
more consultants for the estab-
lishment of inland superphosphate
works?

(2) What is the estimated cost of
stage 2 of the study?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) $10,000.
(2) The original cost of phase 2 of

the study was $2,000. However,
the consultants have proposed ad-
ditional investigations, which are
currently being considered.

7 PREMIUM WHEAT
Railwvay Haulage: Merredin-Yilgarn
Mr. BROWN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:
(1) In the eastern division of the

Western Australian Government
Railways what yearly tonnage of
Premium wheat was hauled by
rail during the period 1968-1972?

(2) (a) What rail facilities are avail-
able for the 1912-73 grain
harvest of Premium wheat
from the centres of Keller-
berrin, Merredin, Narembeen,
Moorine Rock, Burracoppin,
Bodallin and Southern Cross:

(b) What extra handling Is in-
volved, and what extra costs
are incurred by the grain
producers in these centres for
the rail cartage of their
Premium wheat?
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Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) This information is not recorded

by the Railways Commission but
figures provided by Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. are as fol-
lows: -
Year Ending 30th June:
1968-'755 tons, including 385 tons
Nukarni/Nakaning.
1969-124 tons, including 130 tons
Nungarin.
19'70--434 tons, Including 40 tons
Nungarin.
1971-439 tons, all ex Nungarin
(126) and Nukarni (313).
1972 (to date)-506 tons, all ex
Nungarin (4'7) and Nukarni (459).

2) (a) Kellerberrin.
Merredin.
Moorine Rock.
Burracoppin.
Bodallin.
Southern Cross.
At these centres the grain will
be loaded in containers for
carriage on standard gauge
to Kewdale.
Certain growers will have the
alternative of railing from
sidings on the Wyalkatchem-
Merredin loop.
Narembeen.
The grain will be railed in
containers to West Merredin
and transferred onto standard
gauge wagons for Kewdale.

(b) At Kewdale a lifting charge of
50 cents per net ton will apply
to grain in containers.
Producers will also be respons-
ible for cartage by private
road vehicle from Kewdale to
mill.
(No take away charge will be
made on containers returned
within eight working hours.)

LAND
Reserve No. A.6468

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What is the classification of

reserve A.6468 situated to the
north east of the junction of Mar-
mion Street and Canning Mills
Road?

(2) If this reserve is not an "A" Class
reserve will steps be taken to make
it so?

(3) Is it intended that this reserve
will be retained in its present
state of natural beauty?

(4) What is the area of this reserve?

Mr. H. Di. EVANS replied:
(1) Class "A".
(2) Not applicable.

(3) The reserve is vested in the Shire
of Armadale-Kelmscott in trust
for the purpose of park lands, and
may be used for that purpose
only.

(4) 43 acres 3 roods 5 perches.

9. SOUTH AFRICAN RUGBY AND
PAKISTAN CRICKET TEAMS

Tours: Government Attitude
Mr.
(1)

RUSHTON, to the Premier:
floes the Government intend to,
or has he initiated action towards
stopping the South African rugby
team from playing a match in
Western Australia on its way
through to its New Zealand
tour?

(2) If "No"-
(a) will he ensure all necessary

steps are taken to maintain
law and order should the
match be played here;

(b) does the Government intend
withdrawing or restricting
any normal transport and
facilities from their use;

(c) does he intend to influence or
direct any official dignatory or
public servant from not at-
tending the match?

(3) Does his Government intend to
act towards the Pakistan cricket
team in the same way as it dfid
towards the South African Spring-
boks, when the cricket team makes
its tour of Australia?

(4) If "Yes" why is the Government
taking this stand?

(5) If "No" will he interpret the
Government's decision as it ap-
pears to discriminate between
teams and nations?

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN replied:
As Perth is not yet officially a
stopover for the Springboks team
the questions are hypothetical and
do not merit an answer. See
Erskine May's 17th Edition, page
353.

10. PRICES CONTROL
Employees and Investigators

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Prices Control:
(1) How many employees were there

in Western Australia employed by
the former Commonwealth Prices
Commission as at 30th June, 1941,
1942 and 1943?

(2) Were the activities of the former
Commonwealth Prices Commission
taken over and assumed by the
State, and, if so, when?

(3) How many persons were employed
by the State when it assumed the
control of the former Common-
wealth Prices Commission?

8.
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(4) Is it true that approximately 40-50
investigators will be needed to
enable the committees under the
proposed Prevention of Excessive
Prices Act, 1972, to properly carry
out the functions of such Act; if
it is not true how many investi-
gators will be required?

(5) Is it true that to properly carry
out its tasks the Proposed Prices
Commission will, including investi-
gators, require a staff of approxi-
mately 80 persons; if not, how
many staff is it envisaged that it
will require?

(6) Is it proposed that the methods of
controlling prices will differ from
those used by the former Com-
monwealth Prices Commission: if
so. how?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) Inquiries have

records have not
would establish
those years.

(c) both fined and gaoled;
(d) put on probation?

(2) During the same Period, have any
offenders been ordered by the
courts to-
(a) pay for damage to

vehicles in full;

12.

been made but
been kept which
the staffing In

(2) Yes, in September 1948 under the
Prices Control Act, 1948.

(3) 108 maximum but reduced to 53
in 1953.

(4) and (5) Numbers will depend
upon the extent to which the
range of goods and services re-
quire investigation and are made
subject of control. It is empha-
sised that advisory curiitttes
representative of trade and con-
sumner interests will make recom-
mendations in this regard to the
commissioner and that items will
be selected because of excessive
prices or rates. The 1948 Prices
Control Act was intended for
much wider control of the prices
of goods and services.

(6) The criteria of approach is simi-
lar but the method and scale of
implementation will be quite dif-
ferent. Commonwealth legisla-
tion applied Australia wide to a
high percentage of goods and ser-
vices and was geared to war time
shortages and emergency condi-
tions. It is intended that State
legislation will be quite selective
and geared in the main to control
of excessive price increases to con-
sumers.

1. MOTOR VEHICLES
Thefts

Mr. NALDER, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) How many offenders who stole

motor vehicles during the years
1962-63 to 1970-71 and for the
period to 30th April, 1972, were-
(a) fined:
(b) gaoled:

motor

(b) pay for part of the damage;
(c) carry out any other sentence?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
The amount of research required
to obtain this information is such
that it is not practicable to answer
this question.

IMMIGRATION

Eurasians
Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) What truth is there in the allega-

tions made in the Federal Parlia-
ment by a former Labor leader,
Mr. Arthur Caiwell, The West
Australian 18th May, 1972-
(a) that many Eurasians arriving

in Western Australia "owed
hundreds of dollars to the
a i r I I n e companies" that
brought them here;

(b) that these unassisted people-
mostly Anglo Burmese and
Anglo Indian Christians--
were fleeing from fanatical
Buddhist hostility?

(2) Is it a fact that Western Aus-
tralia has received the second
highest total of Eurasians in Aus-
tralia and that some authorities
estimate the coloured flood at
5,000 a year?

Mr. H. D2. EVANS replied:
(1) (a) The State Department of Im-

migration can neither con-
firm nor deny that money is
owed by migrants to airline
companies.

(b) This class of migrant is
granted entry into Australia
by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. The State Depart-
ment has no information on
this question.

(2) Western Australia is second among
the States as the intended desti-
nation of migrants of mixed
descent. From Commonwealth
immigration statistics, 2,075 per-
sons of mixed descent is the maxi-
mum number in any one calendar
year giving this State as their in-
tended State of residence.
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13. MOB VIOLENCE
Action and Penaltis

Mr. MePHARLIN, to the Premier:
In view of the continuing reports
of mob violence in many parts of
the world, has the Government
given consideration to-
(a) the militant minorities in

Western Australia. who are
flouting the law and who will
continue to do so unless
strong Government action is
taken;

(b) making penalties more severe
to discourage further incidents
in Western Australia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) No.

CROSSWALK
Avon Terrace. York

Mr. GAYPER. to the Minister for
Works:
Cl) Does the York Shire Council have

to obtain the sanction of the Com-
missioner of Main Roads before
it can place a pedestrian cross-
walk on Avon Terrace (the main
thoroughfare) ?

(2) If so, what are the requirements
before it can be agreed to?

(3) what are the similar requirements
in the metropolitan area?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) Yes, in respect to the marking

and signing as Avon Terrace is a
declared main road; but approval
to establish a crossing must be
given by the Minister for Police.

(2) The warrant for the provision of
pedestrian crossings requires that
for any two hours of an average
day-
(a) the number of pedestrians (P)

crossing within 60 ft. of the
proposed pedestrian crossing
site exceeds 60 persons per
hour;

(b) the number of vehicles (V)
per hour in each lane which
pedestrians nave to cross in
one bound exceeds:
Qi) 600 in the metropolitan

area;
(ii) 500 elsewhere.

(c) the product of CP) multiplied
by (Vt) exceeds:
(1) 90.000 in the metropolitan

area;
Cii) 60,000 elsewhere.

Local authorities are expected to
carry out the necessary pedestrian
and vehicle traffic counts.
Approval for the provision of a
pedestrian crossing then lies with
the Minister for Police.

(3) Answered by (2).

16.

ary Commissioner commenced
'with a staff of two, which was
expanded to four in the first
six months, and at the end of
that period he sought the ap-
pointment of a fifth member
of the staff.

(b) I have no accurate knowledge
of the New Zealand Parlia-
mentary Commissioner's staff
as at 30th June, 1970.

(c) The staff employed as at 30th
April, 1972, was the Parlia-
mentary Commissioner and
seven officers.

(d) At present two additional ap-
pointments are under consid-
eration, but these are, in part,
attributable to additional
duties being given to the New
Zealand Parliamentary Com-
missioner.

ROAID MAINTENANCE TAX
Government Policy

Mr. COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Is the Government still pursuing

a policy of only taking legal action
to a point of final enforcement
for non-payment of road main-
tenance tax where the taxpayers

15. PARLIAMENTARY
COMMISSIONER

Staff
Mr. COURT, to the Premier:
(1) What staff has been recruited by

the recently appointed Ombuds-
man?

(2) What additions in numbers and
categories are planned?

C3) Was the Ombudsman correctly
reported on his return from New
Zealand, that the New Zealand
Ombudsman has expanded his
staff and is in process of seeking
to expand it further?

(4) If so, does he know what are the
numbers employed in New Zea-
land-
(a) when the New Zealand posi-

tion was first established;
(b) as at 30th June, 1970;
(c) as at 30th April, 1972;
(d) under consideration at pres-

ent?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) The Parliamentary Commissioner

has recruited one temporary sec-
cretary/typist and one investiga-
tions officer.

(2) It is proposed to have a trial
period with limited staff after
which consideration will be given
to actual requirements.

C3) Yes.
(4) (a) The New Zealand Parliament-
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concerns are ones which have as-
sets from which the outstanding
tax can be recovered in the event
of the taxpayer refusing or fail-
ing to pay?

(2) If not, what change in policy has
been made and what action taken
against those who have not been
paying their taxes and who were
not being Proceeded against to the
full extent because of the Govern-
ment's policy?

(3) (a) What action has been taken
or is proposed by the Govern-
erment to prevent people
who have not paid their road
maintenance tax and against
whom it is not proposed to
apply the full legal processes,
operating vehicles and thus
incurring additional road
maintenance tax which pre-
sumably they have collected
or are in the process of col-
lecting from the charges
levied for their transport ser-
vices;

(b) is there Power in existing leg-
islation either in respect of
road maintenance tax or other
licensing or traffic laws to pre-
vent the operation of such
vehicles?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) The policy being followed is to

take whatever action is possible to
enforcep the law as it stands. How-
ever, where examination of the af -
fairs of an operator clearly shows
that he is in a position which
renders it impossible for him to
pay his debts, enforcement of the
law to the ultimate point of im-
prisonment could neither result in
recovery of outstanding moneys
nor give the operator any oppor-
tunity of trying to stabilise his
position.
In addition, the Government itself
would be committed to additional
expense to no purpose whatever.
Action has been initiated to
examine the affairs of those people
concerned to determine whether
moneys owing by them could be
recovered if the full processes of
the law are put into effect.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) (a) The question of what action

should be taken to avoid a
repetition of circumstances in
which road operators are un-
able to pay road mainten-
ance charges is at present re-
ceiving attention but no con-
clusion has yet been reached.

(b) Under the Transport Com-
mission Act, the issue of a
licence or permit could be re-
fused in the case of an appli-

cant who is financially
unstable. Some transport.
mainly over limited distances,
is exempt from the provisions
of the Act and in those in-
stances there would be no
Power to prevent operation
other than to cancel the
exemptions.

17. NORTH VIETNAM BLOCKADE
Protest

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Premier:
(1) Was he correctly reported in The

Sunday Times of 14th May, 1972
that "he helped to organise a pro-
test against President Nixon's
blockade of North Vietnam"?

(2) If so. how does this type of acti-
vity fit into the constitutional
Powers and responsibilities of the
Government or the Premier?

(3) In any event, does he consider
that his "help" would have
created a serious and constructive
impression-or the contrary-
with the industrialists and fin-
anciers of the world and especially
the United States of America
whose industrial activities and in-
vestments his Government as well
as the Opposition rightly con-
fesses to seek in this State?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

18. MURDOCH UNIVERSITY

School of Veterinary Science

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Was the newspaper announce-

ment that the Government is pro-
ceeding with building the veteri-
nary school in connection with the
Murdoch University within the
Present triennium correct?

(2) If so, have the conditions of Com-
monwealth financial participation
in this proj' ect been changed or
are they the same as were set out
to the Brand Government?

(3) If there is a change in the condi-
tions, what is it?

Mr. TJ. D2. EVANS replied:

(1) The building of the veterinary
school at Murdoch University will
commence in the next financial
triennium 1973-75.

(2) There has been no change in the
conditions of Commonwealth fin-
ancial participation In the pro-
ject.
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19.

(3) Not applicable.
I could add that in respect of the
reply given to (2)-there being no
change in the conditions of the
Commonwealth financial partici-
pation-this is to be interpreted
to mean, of course, that the Com-
monwealth and the State will
participate in the normal manner,
sharing the cost of any tertiary
education institution.

EDUCATION
Teachers' Union: Advertised Aims
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has he read the advertisement in-

serted in The West Australian
newspaper by the State School
Teachers' Union of Western Aus-
tralia on 8th May, 1972?

(2) Does he agree with the aims for
class sizes set out in the advertise-
ment?

(3) Will his announced policy re over-
seas teachers' recruitment refer-
red to in the advertisement change
or remain?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes,
(2) The department's aims as stated in

the survey of needs are for a maxi-
mum of 35 pupils in primary
classes, 30 in lower secondary
classes and 20 in upper secondary
classes. These aims are compar-
able with those published in the
advertisement.

(3) The availability of teachers is not
the only factor in reducing class
-sizes. However, the department
will continue to recruit teachers
from abroad to meet its special
needs.

20. PARENTS AND CITIZENS'
ASSOCIATIONS

Grants and Subsidies: Funds Available
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

Could he please answer part (2)
of my question 9 on 11th May,
1972, reply to which has not been
given, namely:
"Has there been any direction
given during the term of the pres-
ent Government to refuse appli-
cations for grants and subsidies
by primary schools parents and
citizens' associations on the
ground of lack of funds?"

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
No such direction has been given.
Some applications have been de-
ferred because of the reasons given
In my reply to question (8) of
Thursday, 11th May, 1972.

21. BASIC WAGE
Effect of increase

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Was it correctly reported that the

Government's representative op-
Posed the deferment of decision by
the State Industrial Commission
on adjustment of the basic wage?

(2) Would he agree that a possible
decision for increasing the basic
wage could only harmfully in-
fluence the economy of the State
in regard to inflation as well as
unemployment?

(3) If he would not agree, what is his
or his Government's view of econ-
omical consequences of a basic
wage rise?

Mr.
(1)

TAYLOR replied:
No. Counsel for the Attorney-
General observed that the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act appears to
preclude deferment of a decision
if, in fact, the Industrial Commis-
sion finds an increase warranted.
Under the present legislation, no
deferment of a basic wage decision
has occurred.

(2) An increase in the basic wage at
this time would not noticeably
effect unemployment and an in-
crease comparable to that handed
down in the national wag-e case
should not contribute to the rate
of inflation.

(3) Answered by (2).

22. ILLEGAL DEMONSTRATIONS

Government Attitude

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Premier:
(1) Does he agree with the commend-

able Press statement by the Comn-
missioner for Police condemning
illegal demonstrations and warn-
ing to uphold law and order?

(2) Does he further agree that this is
a vitally important subject from
the point of view of the Govern-
ment's responsibility and the in-
terest of the community?

(3) If so, why did the Government
ignore this subject-after the law
has been broken twice-and leave
it to its public service to warn
the community?

(4) What is his Government's inten-
tion if-
(a) further law breaking occurs;,

and
(b) it proves necessary to tighten

the law regarding demonstra-
tions?
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) The Government did not ignore the

subject.
(4) The Government will take the

necessary steps to ensure obed-
ience to the law.

23. SENTINEL AND GOLDSWORTHY-
IUMINOARRA AGREEMENTS
Royalties and Infrazstructure

Mr. COUJRT, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) What would have been the total

royalty receivable if the iron ore
formally covered by the Sentinel
Agreement but now to be mined by
Goldsworthy under the iron Ore
(Goldsworthy-Nimingarra) Agree-
ment Act, 1972, had the higher
royalties of 114% (90 cents per
ton minimum) and 5476, (46 cents
per ton minimum) payable
(retrospectively where appro-
priate) under the Sentinel Agree-
ment been applied on the basis
that no acceptable processing pro-
posal had been submitted end im-
plemented by Sentinel under the
terms of their Agreement?

(2) Would he supply the basis of cal-
culations for his answer to (1)
and also the calculation details
for his earlier advice to Parliament
of 832 million of royalties under
the new Goldsworthy Agreement?

(3) What is an estimate of the cost
of all infrastructure that Sentinel
would have had to provide to mine
and export this ore, had they pro-
ceeded on normal Pilbara iron
ore project standards as a separ-
ate project. f or-
(a) towns;

(Q) mine;
(ii) port:

(b) rail or other transport faci-
lities;

(c) port?
(4) What extra infrastructure 'will

Goldsworthy provide over their
existing commitments and require-
ments specifically related to hand-
ling the tonnages from Sentinel
areas--
(a) towns:
(b) rail and other facilities;
(c) port?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) At current prices and $

rates of exchange .... 22,440,000
(2) (First part)-

161 million tons of lump
ore at 90 cents per ton 14,850,000

161 million tons of fine
are at 46 cents per ton 7,590,000

$22,440,000

24.

(Second part)- $
22 million tons of lump

ore at 90 cents per ton 19,800,000
22 million tons of fine

ore at 55 cents per ton 11,550,000
Lump sum royalty .... 824,320

$32,174,320

(3) (a) to (c) Sentinel did not sub-
rnit proposals for the mining
and export of the ore, there-
fore no estimation of cost of
infrastructure is available to
the UOvernmernt.

(4) (a) to (c) Detailed planning of
the mining of iron ore deposits,
formerly part of the Iron Ore
(Nimingarra) Agreement Act,
has not been completed.
Therefore the information is
not available. The member
would appreciate from reading
the Iron Ore (Goldsworthy-
Nimingarra) Agreement that
the Goldsworthy joint ventur-
ers will only mine the Sunrise
Hill iron ore deposit initially.
This deposit did not fall under
the Sentinel Agreement Act.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Street Lighting: Increased Cost

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) With relerenct: to the answers

given to my questions on 16th
March, 1972 and in particular the
answer to part (3) of question 2
in which he said-
"There is a considerable difference
between the present tariff for in-
candescent lamps and present day
Costs. The tariff increase to apply
from 1st July, 1972, will partly re-
move this difference and is there-
fore a first step.
After the tariff increase of 1st
July, 1972 has been applied the
Commission will make another re-
view of street light costs and rev-
enue."-
(a) is he yet in a position to give

an assurance to the Parlia-
ment and to local authorities
that no further increases in
power charges for street light-
ing will be levied within the
next few years (e.g., during
the next five Years)?

(b) if not, when does he expect to
be able to give an answer to
(a) ?

(2) Has the Government given con-
sideration to relieving the local
authorities of the whole or part
of the extra charge already an-
nounced to apply from 1st July,
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1972, in view of the fact that the
increases are a substantial burden
to local authorities already bur-
dened with unprecedented in-
creases In wages, salaries and
other costs and which costs have
either forced substantially In-
creased rates or placed authori-
ties under budgetary pressure to
make substantial increases in the
near future?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. May) replied:
(1) (a) No. The situation remains as

stated in my reply of 16th
March, 1972.

(b) See (1) (a).
(2) No. The State Electricity Com-

mission is also burdened with in-
creases in wages, salaries and other
costs.

25. ELECTRICITY AND GAS
Increased CharZgs

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Would he give a number of

reasonably representative account
samples of the higher charges that
are now being levied against
power and gas users where the full
scale of increased charges has
operated for a complete quarter
compared with the same quarter
in two previous years?

(2) (a) In presenting this informa-
tion, would he please show the
gas charges in each case as
a separate Item;

(b) also, would he, in setting out
a representative range of ac-
counts, include some of the
smallest as well as medium
size and large scale house-
holder accounts in addition to
a similar representative range
of industrial and commercial
accounts so that it is prac-
ticable to see a reasonably
comprehensive range of all
power and gas charges for
complete quarters using the
former charges and the new
scale?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. May) replied:
(1) and (2) Domestic-

EMee. 300 units
Gas 700 units

Else. 600 Units
Gas 1,200 units

Elea. 1,000 units
Gas 546 units

Ele. 2,000 utIts
(all electric home)

A pril
1072

8.10
8.96

17.05

15.00

28.62

24.20
7.18

31.36

47.20

A pr1l
1071

8
6,70
0.65

15.35

12.40
14.46

26.80

20.00
7.72

27.72

39.00

1970

6.70
0.85

36.35

12.40
14.40

26.86

20.00
7.72

27.72

39.00

Industrial Commercial and Gen-
eral (separately metered lig-hting
and power) -

A. 100 units
B. 500 uinits

A. 600 units
B3. 12,000 units

A. 1,300 units
B. 1,000 units

5
6.00

16-00

22.00

34.50
349.60

384.30

73-00
30.80

103.50

a
5.50

14.60

20.00

31 .50
302.40

333.90

66.60
27.40

03. go

31.50

M0. 40

333.90

66.50
27.40

03.900

Where "A-ighting.
"B"-power.

Industrial, Commercial and Gen-
eral (combined lighting and pow-
er) -

50,000 units ..
150000 units ..
600,000umits

2,000,000 units .

26.

S
1,494.30
3,804.30

12,894.20
38,804.30

0
1,325.95
3,475.96

10,00W.95
32,750.96

1,325.95
3,475.95

10,000.95
32,750.95

ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA
HOSPITAL

Commencement
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does the announcement by the

Deputy Premier in The West Aus-
tralian of 23rd May that the
decision to construct the Rock-
ingham-Kwlnana Hospital is de-
pendent upon the rederal Gov-
ernment's loan funds allocations
in August or September infer-
(a) the Government is not pre-

pared to give this hospital a
sufficiently high priority to
allow it to commence by using
normally allocated funds
available to the State;

(b) the construction of the hos-
pital is dependent upon the
Commonwealth Government
allocating increased loan
funds this year?

(2) Will he, assuming the loan funds
are adequate in August or Sep-
tember, advise the estimated time-
table for-
(a) completion of plans and speci-

fications for this hospital;
(b) tenders to be called;,
(c) construction to commence:
(d) hospital to be completed and

ready for patients?
Mr. BICKERLTON (for Mr. Davies)
replied:
(1) As indicated by the Premier in a

letter to the member dated 20th
April, 1972, a decision in relation
to the proposed Rockinghamn Hos-
pital will be made when the 19 72-
73 capital works budget is finalised.
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The decision of the Loan Council
on loan fund allocations for next
financial year Is necessary before
the State's works programme can
be determined.

(2) A timetable cannot be given until
a final sketch plan has been ap-
proved.

27. PERTH REGIONAL RAILWAY
PROJECT

Costs, and Pertk-Armadale Line
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is It to be assumed from the intro-

duction of the Perth Regional
Railway Bill-
(a) that modernisation of the

Perth-Armadale railway will
not take place in the next ten
years;

(b) the present route of the
Perth-Armadale railway may
be discontinued;

(c) if the answer to (a) and (b)
is 'Yes" what action is con-
templated in the interim to
meet the increasing transport
demand?

(2) What is the estimated present day
cost of implementing all the pro-
posals envisaged?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) (a) The Perth-Armadale railway

must be modernised by electri-
fication to enable it to be
operated contiguously with the
central business d is t ric t
underground.

The date of commencement will
depend on the date of completion
of the underground.
(b) The only route change fore-

seen at the moment is between
Victoria Park and Perth so
that Armadale line trains can
be fed into the eastern end of
the underground.

(c) Answered by (a) and (b).
(2) $124.6 million.

I might add that some upgrading
of the Armadale and Midland lines
can be expected as soon as addi-
tional transport vehicles are avail-
able when the Fremantle section
closes. It is hoped to use these
in an endeavour to boost the
patronage on those particular
lines.

28. PRISONS
Gary Cook: Tuition Fees

Mr. COURT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:
(1) For what courses, lectures, etc.,

were fees paid by the State Gov-
ernment for Gary Cook, and what

were the details of the cost of
each item making up the $210
Paid by the Government on his
behalf ?

(2) (a) Is it correct he already has a
degree in economics and that
part of the $210 costs incur-
red by the Government refer-
red to a unit or units which
are part of an arts degree;

(b) is it correct that the Govern-
ment will not pay such fees
for extra degrees for normal
law-abiding people via
scholarships or Government
grants;

(c) if so, why were they paid for
Gary Cook if such be the case?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) Philosophy 28.

Lectures---Wednesday 5.00 to 6.00
p.m.

Tutorial-Wednesday 4.00 to 5.00
p.m. fortnightly.

Philosophy 22.
Lectures-Wednesday 11.00 to 12

noon.
Tutorial-Wednesday 12 noon to

1.00 p.m. fortnightly.
The following amounts are now
payable on behalf of Mr. Cook
since he has been withdrawn from
the course:-

Course fee ... ..
Late fee . .
Guild fees (to be decid-

ed upon by the guild)
Withdrawal fee. -1

61.00
18.00

8.00
4.00

$97.00

(2) (a) Yes.
(b) No.
(c) See above.

29. EGG MARKETING BOARD
Advertising

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What Is the name of the adver-

tising agency used by the egg
board in its marketing pro-
gramme?

(2) How long has this firm acted as
agent for the board?

(3) How much money has been paid
by the board for advertising dur-
ing each of the past three finan-
cial years, and how much has the
board spent so far this financial
year?

(4) How much of the total amount
spent in the three full years plus
this year's amount, would have
been retained by the agent for
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services he supplied (that is, the
total amount, less newspaper
space, T.V. time, printer's costs,
etc.?).

(5) Has the board considered employ-
ing any other agency in an at-
tempt to exploit talents not yet
known to them that might result
in more eggs being sold?

(6) If the board has considered sub-
missions from other agencies, were
equal opportunities available to all
such agents to present a selling
programme?

(7) If submissions were Invited/re-
ceived and equal opportunity to
state a case was not made avail-
able to each agent, does he not
think that unfair?

Mr. H1. ID. EVANS replied:
Since the answer to this question
was compiled, it has been an-
nounced that an inquiry into egg
marketing in Western Australia is
Imminent. The Crown Law De-
partment has advised of the in-
advisability of discussing an Issue
which is contained in the terms of
reference. I have discussed this
matter with the member who
asked the question. He has in-
dicated he is satisfied with the
alternatives suggested and that he
will seek to withdraw the question.

30. NARROWS INTERCHANGE

Cost and Completion
Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) How much money has so far been

expended on the Narrows inter-
change?

(2) What is the expected cost of the
completed project?

(3) What was the estimated cost of
construction Prior to the project
being started?

(4) When is the project expected to
be completed?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) $14,638,125.
(2) $22.5 million.
(3) Preliminary planning for the Nar-

rows interchange was commenced
before the Narrows bridge was
opened in 1959. However, as in-
vestigations were undertaken it
was obvious that a design of a
higher standard than that origin-
ally envisaged would be necessary.
In 1964 before any embankment
construction commenced a tenta-
tive estimate was $10 million, but
several modifications to the design
were subsequently made.

(4) It is expected that the work will be
completed about the middle of
1973.

31. POULTRY FARMING
Hen Licenses:, Country Areas

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) How many poultry growers

licensed with the egg board pro-
duce eggs in country areas
from-
(a) under 500 hens;
(b) over 500 and under 1,000

hens:
(c) over 1,000 and under 2,000

hens;
(d) over 2,000 and under 5,000

hens:
(e) over 5,000 and under 1D000

hens;
Cf) over 10,000 hens and under

20,000 hens;
(g) over 20,000 hens?

(2) What are the respective figures
for the metropolitan area?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
Within the following defnitions
the answers to the questions are as
set out below:
The Metropolitan area is defined
as all those areas where eggs are
picked up by Licensed Collectors of
eggs and delivered to the Palmyra
Grading Floor and include Wan-
neroo, Rock ingham, Barraghup,
Serpentine and Mundiong and the
Darling Range Escarpment as far
as Sawyers Valley.
In determining the various cate-
gories the number of fowls for
which licenses for the 1971-1972
year have been granted have been
used and not the number of fowls
owned on any particular date.
The figures are as at the 4th
March, 1972 and have taken Into
account changes in groupings be-
cause of transfers of licenses ap-
proved at the time.

(1) Country areas-

Ca.) Under 500 ..
Cb) 501 to 1.000 ..
(c) 1,001 to 2,000 ..
(d) 2,001 to 5,000 ..
(e) 5,001 to 10.000 ..
(f) 10,001 to 20,000 ..
(g) over 20,000 ..

(2) Metropolitan area-

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(g)

Under 500
501 to 1,000
1,001 to 2,000
2,001 to 5,000
5,001 to 10,000
10,001 to 20,000
over 20,000

Producers
235

42
16
12
5
1

Nil

Producers
33
22
32
?72
61
17
3
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QUESTIONS (8): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. FLUORIDATION OF WATER

SUPPLIES
inquiry by MT. Cant

Mr. COURT, to the Premier:
I apologise for not giving more
notice of the question but I think
it is the type of information that
is readily available.

(1) Now that he has received the re-
port on fluoridation from the
Education Department research
officer (Mr. A. IF. Cant, E.Ed.)
what action does he propose in
respect of this report?

(2) Has it been considered by Cabinet?
(3) If so, with what result?
(4) If it has not been considered by

Cabinet, when is it proposed that
Cabinet will consider it and make
a decision?

(5) What distribution of the report is
proposed?

(6) Does he Personally concur with all
the views expressed in the report
and will he be recommending to
his colleagues that fluoridation be
terminated?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I thank the Deputy Leader of the
opposition for some notice of this
question, the answer to which is-
(1) Sufficient time will be allowed

for the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and others to study
the report before a decision is
made.

(2) No.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) A decision has not yet been

made.
(5) It is proposed to make it

readily available upon applica-
tion.

(6) This would be physically im-
possible for anybody, as views
for and against have been
presented. The Deputy Lead-
er of the opposition should
know that Ministers with a
sense of collective responsi-
bility do not make public their
recommendations to Cabinet.

Mr. Court: I think you have on this
one.

2. GUILD CHEMISTS AND
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES

PHARMACIES
Price Discrepancies

Mr. WtLLIAMS, to the Minister for
Prices Control:

Is he now in a position to answer
my question without notice on
Thursday, the 11th May?

Mr. TAYLOR replied;
Yes, and I thank the member for
Eunbury for the opportunity to
present an answer in qualification
of the answer I previously gave to
his question. The answer is-
(1) The General Manager of the

Friendly Societies Pharmacies
(Mr. McKenzie) was contacted
to verify the prices Quoted for
dispensed lines. The guild's
recommended price list is used
by the friendly societies for
purchases made by nonmemn-
bers. Consequently, all prices
quoted in Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin's
Question were verified by Mr.
McKenzie.

(2) No, but the Executive Director
of the Pharmaceutical Guild
(Mr. Fiebig) has since been
contacted and the prices
checked.

(3) Yes. However, I understand
that a prescription fee of 70c
could be charged if these
items are dispensed from a
doctor's prescription.

I should add that two discrepancies
in prices were revealed when
checking with Mr. Fiebig. These
were-

(a) Colosyl with Danthron
tablets. The Price quoted
by Mr. Tonkin was, in
fact, for 100 tablets, not
50. I have been given to
understand that these
tablets are usually sup-
plied in lots of 25 or 100,
but rarely 50. Prices
quoted for the supply of
50 such tablets range
from 67c to S0c (approxi-
mately).

(b) 100 llbrium capsules 10
mg. Mr. Fiebig initially
advised that the recom-
mended price for these
Capsules had been in-
creased to $6.72 and for
100 tablets reduced to
$5.05. These adjustments
had been effected in mid-
April, 1972, on the guild's
schedule No. A72. On
seeking clarification of
both discrepancies with
Mr. McKenzie of the
friendly societies, he
pointed out that the re-
commended price of $5.05
for the librium capsules
had been amended to
$8.72 by the guild in a
notice dated the 1st May,
1972.
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The prices quoted by me in reply
to the question asked by Mr. A. Rt.
Tonkin as applicable to guild
chemists are those which would be
charged if supplied in accordance
with a doctor's prescription. If
not supplied in accordance with a
prescription, the prices, with the
exception of librium, would be 70c
less. It is sincerely regretted that
this was not clarified at the time.

3. IRON ORE
Applications for Areas

Mr. COURT, to the Minister far
Mines:
(1) Will he table the applications

made for iron ore areas following
the Government's invitation to
apply of the 23rd December, 1971,
under which applications closed on
the 18th February, 1972?

(2) Will he also table details of alloca-
tions made and the reasons such
allocations were made in these
cases?

(3) Will he also indicate how the Gov-
ernment visualises each of these
allocated areas eventually being
co-ordinated into a regional deve-
lopment scheme?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. May) replied:
Unfortunately the Minister for
Mines is absent as he is hosting
a meeting of the Australian
Mineral Council being held in this
State. He has asked me to re-
quest the indulgence of the House
to have this question placed on
the notice Paper. Unfortunately
he will be absent from the sittings
of Parliament today and tomorrow
but will give his immediate atten-
tion to any questions upon his
return. I therefore request the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
to take steps accordingly,

4. SYNTHETIC MEAT
Consumption and Labelling

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is synthetic meat at present being

consumed in Western Australia?
If so, how much is being consumed
and under what labelling and
health laws is it being offered for
sale?

(2) What steps have been undertaken,
or are being contemplated, to pro-
tect the public and the meat pro-
ducer from misleading advertise-
ments using the word "meat" in
promotional activities of this syn-
thetic Product?

Mr. BICKERTON (for Mr. Davies) re-
plied:
(1) Synthetic meat is available in

Western Australia but the quan-
tity consumed is unknown. There

is at Present no specific labelling
requirement but the regulations
referring to false or misleading
labelling apply.

(2) Standards for such food, including
labelling requirements, are at pre-
sent being Prepared by the
National Health and Medical Re-
search Council.

5. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Automotive Industry

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation:
(1) What negotiations have been

Undertaken over the last 12
months by the Government with-
(a) Ford;
(b) G.M.H.;
(c) any other major vehicle

manufacturers
for the establishment of new or
additional assembly and/or pro-
duction facilities in Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) What locations were under discus-
sion with each of the several com-
panies?

(3) What resulted from the negoti-
ations?

(4) (a) Why did he consider he had
an assurance about O.M.H.
continuation at its present
level and type of operation at
Mosinan Park;

(b) Was this entirely based on
the queries raised with local
G.M.H. executives about an-
swers to a parliamentary
question on the general ques-
tion of the Australian motor
vehicle industry;

(c) If so, is this not a very doubt-
ful way of keeping In touch
with a vital national industry
where trends have to be an-
ticipated many months ahead?

(5) What assembly and other work is
done in Western Australia by Ford
to a greater extent than now pro-
posed by G.M.H. In both car and
truck fields?

(6) What assembly and other work is
done in Western Australia by the
main vehicle manufacturers other
than Ford to a greater extent than
now proposed by G.M.H. In both
car and truck fields?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) to (3) Discusslons took place in

March between the Premier and a
large motor vehicle manufactur-
ing concern in Japan. In view of
the recent development the Gov-
ernment will press on with de-
tailed negotiations.
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(4) Because following an officer of the
department contacting the local
manager who referred the depart-
ment to the company's headquar-
ters in Adelaide, th 'e officer was
informed that the company did
not contemplate the closing of the
works in Western Australia and
went on to say that recruitment
of additional labour was being
undertaken in Victoria and South
Australia for which reason it
would be natural to assume an ex-
pansion of business was contem-
plated.

(5) Ford at present assembles tractors,
and repairs cars and trucks dam-
aged in transit to Western Aus-
tralia from the Eastern States. It
is hoped this company can be In-
duced to expand its operations.
From the little information avail-
able, It appears that O.M.H. will
give similar treatment to cars,
etc.

(0) Answered by (5).

6. SENTINEL AND OOLDSWORTHY-
NIMINGARRA AGREEMENTS

Royalties and Infrastructure
Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

I desire to ask a. question arising
out of the answers given to ques-
tion 23, and particularly the first
part of (2). The Minister referred
to 16,500,000 tons of lump ore and
16,500,000 tons of fine ore. In the
second part of the answer be
referred to 22,000,000 tons of both
ores. Is the difference of 11,000,1000
tons accounted for by the inclusion
of the Sunrise deposits in the
second part of the answer, as these
deposits are Incorporated in the
new agreement and not in the old?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
I would ask the Deputy Leader of
the opposition to place the ques-
tion on the notice paper so that
there will be complete accuracy in
the information given.

7. PRISONS
Gary Cook: Tuition Fees

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Labour:

I would like to ask a further ques-
tion by way of elucidation of the
answer to question 28. Will the
Minister be good enough to have
the answer re-examined because
my understanding is that only part
of the fees of ordinary students
taking second degree courses are
paid: whereas, if my information
is correct, the Department of Cor-
rections paid the whole of the fees
in this case?

8.

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
I appreciate the point made by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion and I will take the matter up
with the Chief Secretary and
obtain an answer.

TRAFFIC
Number Plates

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

For what purpose has the "V'
series number plates been reserved?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
The series "V' previously allo-
cated to Western Australia was,
because of likeness to present
letter "U." exchanged for letter
"X." The series "' is not allo-
cated.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Closing Time

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton): I. wish to
advise members that the time for ques-
tions on notice for Wednesday, the 3st
May, will close at 4.00 p.m. today and will
be answered tomorrow at a convenient
time after 3.00 p.m. I understand the
House will sit at 11.00 a.m. tomorrow, and
closing time for questions will be at
2.00 p.m.

FUEL AND POWER COMMISSION BILL

Second Reading
The SPEAKER: I advise the Minister

that he need not speak to the second read-
ing, but simply move the motion.

MR. BICKERTON (Filbara-Mlnlster
for Fuel) [3.00 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
O'Neil.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT DILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 11th May.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogln) [3.01
p.m.]: The last member to speak to this
Bill was the member for Fremantle and
I considered it was only manners to reply
to his speech. I was sorry he sat down
when he did, because the further he went
the more support he gave to those who
oppose the Bill. There is nd doubt he
did Prove that traffic lnspctors are on the
job. He cited as examples two different
districts and two different traffic inspec-
tors who had apprehended his relatives--
apparently much to their disagreement-
and they were fined. Surely, therefore, he
has proved that the traffic inspectors to
whom he is opposed were certainly on the
Job.
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As a result of his remarks I wonder
whether the member for Fremantle is sug-
gesting that had the police been in charge
of traffic. on the occasions he has men-
tioned his nephew and other relative would
not have been fined. I am not sure of
the import of what he was trying to con-
vey. However, I am quite sure he spoke
extremely well and along the same lines
as I am speaking; namely, supporting
opposition to the Bill.

At the outset I wish to say it Is very
hard to understand why the Government
is proceeding with the Bill.

Mr. Graham: It has a mandate.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: That is the only

reason.
Mr. Graham: That is one reason.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It has a mandate
only because the Premier, in his policy
speech, said this would be done. However,
when it comes to the vote, we can all see
what a marvellous mandate the Govern-
ment has, because it will depend purely on
a casting vote. Further, when the question
is considered in Committee the Govern-
ment has to rely on two casting votes.
Therefore, this is a tremendous sort of
mandate! However, I suppose this is only
reasonable when one considers the attitude
of the Government which is keen on
centralising everything in Canberra.
Apparently, following the same kind of
policy, it is also keen on centralising all
local government in the city of Perth.

Mir. Graham: You have been talking to
John Gorton.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: This Bill is based
on the Premier's policy, but apparently
members on the Government side are not
conscious of how successfully traffic is
being controlled by specialists who have
no other responsibility. There is no doubt
that traffic inspectors are specialists in the
matter of traffic control.

Much has been said of the fact that the
police can give advice, and so on, but
this is exactly what traffic inspectors arc
now doing. They are constantly on the
watch and frequently give advice to the
citizens of the areas they patrol. ALSO,
their whole programme Is one of preven-
tion rather than Provocation.

We had a very interesting example in
the last few minutes of what happens
when traffic falls into the hands of a cen-
tralised body. The member for Avon asked
a question in regard to placing a pedestrian
crosswalk on one of the streets In a
country town, and it is amazing the
amount of figure work that has been done
to ascertain whether this country town is
entitled to a pedestrian crosswalk, and the
fact that it has to obtain the approval of
the Minister for Police.

'The inference to be drawn from the
answer given to the question is that if a
pedestrian crosswalk is required anywhere
outside the city of Perth a request has to

be made to the Minister fox Police in order
to find out what the Government thinks
about it. This is typical of what the Gov-
ernment thinks about these matters.

Mr. Graham: This is typical of the Gov-
ernment, you supported whilst it was in
office.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: This Bill has been
introduced by the present Government.

Mr. Graham: No, this policy was intro-
duced by your Government.

Mr, W. A. MANNI-NG: Much has been
said about this Bill reducing the road toll.
If it would reduce the road toll I would not
be making this speech; I would merely
be saying a few words in support of the
measure.

Mr. Bickerton: Who would that upset?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Nothing has been

said to show that this Bill will reduce the
road toll; not a solitary word in the
Minister's speech indicated how accidents
or the loss of life will be prevented by the
police taking over traffic control in country
areas. In a few words to fill In the Minis-
ter's speech there is some indication of
what the police will be able to do in
country areas when they take over the
control of traffic. It has been suggested
that they will be able to deal with such
things as crowd control for royal and V.I.P.
visits, processions, and protest marches,
and will be able to act as escorts and
guards for royal and V.I.P. visitors. It has
also been suggested that if traffic duties
are separated from police control there
would be no-one to handle crowd control
at the Royal Show and at inspections of
visiting warships. This is just a lot of rot,
because it would not apply. No Royal Show
is held in the country, and the other func-
tions that were mentioned that may require
police control take place only once in a
century.

Mr. Bickerton: You really must be
struggling for a case against this Bill.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The Minister
must be struggling for something to sus-
tain his support of the Bill, because I
cannot find much in his second reading
speech to which I can reply. If the Min-
ister had put forward a case that the Bill
would save life it would be more accept-
able, but there has not even been An at-
tempt to do that. Despite this, it has been
implied that if the Bill is passed accidents
will be reduced. A fatal accident occurred
at Narrogin last week and I suppose the
Minister would put forward the plea that
if traffi control in the country was the
responsibility of the police the accident
would not have happened. In my opinion,
if policemen were stationed at one mile
Intervals along a highway an accident
would still occur at the half-mile mark.

If we are really genuine in our attempts
to reduce the road toll I consider we are
going the wrong way about It. We penaise
very heavily those who peddle drugs; the

1632



[Tesday, 30 May, 1972] 63

penalties against those who sell drugs are
much heavier than those that are imposed
on drug addicts. Therefore, if we were
really genuine in our attempts to cut the
road toll we should apply similar penal-
ties on the sellers of alcohol; that is, when
a fatal or serious accident occurs and it Is
found that the responsibility for the acci-
dent lies with a drunken driver, we should
track down the person who sold alcohol
to that driver. In my opinion that is the
real answer to the whole situation.

We, on this side of the House, who are
opposing this Bill, are coming up against
all sorts of foolish statements. We have In
this State a Civil Liberties Association of
W.A., and in its publication Civil Liberties
of March, 1972, the association certainly
takes liberties with the four statements it
has Published. The first statement reads as
follows:-

The recent press controversy con-
cerning charges against motorists
Passing through Northam highlighted
the deplorable state of Traffic Act en-
forcement in country districts.

The second statement was--
We have heard of traffic inspectors
having lists of persons-shire council-
lors, their wives, families, friends and
employees--who. are exempt from
prosecution, and privileged to park in
restricted zones.

The third statement reads as follows:-
A father of a. teenage youth, charged
after being "trapped" late at night by
two inspectors...

Members should note the word "trapped."
This indicates that the traffic inspectors
were alert on the job. There is no denial
of having committed an offence. Appar-
ently he did offend and was caught by
two traffic inspectors, so he complained
and sought legal advice, only to be told-
and this is what was published-

"It is cheaper to have your son Plead
guilty, If he pleads not guilty, he is
unlikely to win ats the magistrate al-
ways supports the traffic Inspectors."

Surely that is a reflection on the magis-
trates, not on anyone else. To continue-

"Even if he does win, he will be
hounded relentlessly for months and
maybe years, always being accosted
and charged with petty breaches of
the regulations." So much for British
justice.

The fourth item reads--
One shire, we are told, employs as
traffic inspector a former Nazi storm
trooper.

What is wrong with that if he Is a good
traffic inspector?

I doubted whether those four items were
genuine so I wrote to the editor of the
newspaper and asked him to let me know
the source of his Information concerning

them. He wrote and came to see
me. He informed me that the information
regarding items 1 to 3 were just hearsay.
They were merely hearsay, but he pub-
lished the information which was circu-
lated around the State. This is the sort of
support the Government has for its Bill.
The editor informed me that he would not
give me the name of the lawyer involved,
but he gave me enough information for me
to know about whom he was speaking, and
I therefore wrote to the person to ask him
about the statements. He wrote to me as
follows:-

I have not given the advice as stated
in the second paragraph of your letter.

So much for the material which is being
circulated in favour of the police takeover
of traffic in country areas. That is the
sort of activity we must endure.

But what about the other side of the
story: that is, support for the retention
of local authority control over traffic in
country areas? I have before me a letter
from the Great Southern Ward Shire
Councils' Association which is represen-
tative of many people. The member for
Albany resides in the area covered by this
association, and I wonder how he and
others who represent country areas will
vote on this Bill. Fortunately most of
those representatives are on this side of
the House. The letter is dated the 28th
April, 1972, and reads--

Acting on behalf of, and in accord-
ance with the direction of their respec-
Live Counu'lls, delegates to a recent
Annual Conference of the Great South-
ern Shire Councils' Association un-
animously resolved to request their
Parliamentary Representatives to op-
pose any legislation introduced in
Parliament to transfer Rural Areas
Traffic Administration and Control
from Local Government to the Police
Department.

Further on, the letter states--
Local Government is an effective

instrumentality of such control and no
proof has ever been advanced that
Police Control would be an improve-
ment;-

The letter continues--and I am reading
this portion for the benefit of the Minister
for Development and Decentralisation-

-in fact, on the contrary, It is less
likely to be as effective in rural areas.
Added to this is the value of retaining
Local Government function in this and
other matters, as opposed to police
control constituting an absolute con-
tradiction of the proclaimed and
urgent need of decentralisation.

So much for the Great Southern Ward
Shire Councils' Association which is a
fairly large organization.

I have here a letter from a person re-
presenting the Roe Regional Traffic
Council. I wonder how the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn will vote on this Bill?
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Mr. Rushton: He will tag along too.
Mr. Brown: He will speak for himself.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: That council is

opposed to the takeover, and the letter
reads as follows:-

Traffic Inspectors for the Roe Re-
gional Traffic Council travelled a total
of over 130,000 miles in the perform-
ance of their duties during 1971.
Within the five Shire group times are
rostered to allow for patrols during
peak traffic periods and to cover sport-
ing and social functions.

The control of traffic on a group
basis in this area has functioned well
for about 14 years.

This is what is felt about the scheme by
those involved.

Mr. Bickerton: I was wondering why you
are worried about how those on this side
of the House will vote.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I also have letters
from local authorities in the metropolitan
area.

Several members interjected.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have here a let-

ter from the Shire of Swan. I wonder how
the member for Swan will vote. The letter
reads-

... strong Local Government was of
great importance to the proper working
of the Australian Federal system of
Government and no thoughtful person
could view lightly a, degradation of its
powers and responsibilities.

I think the member for Swan is a thought-
ful person and it will be interesting to see
how he votes.

Mr. Brady: You know what "thought"
did, don't you?

Mr, W. A. MANNING: I now intend to
read the gem of them all; that is, some
incredible replies given by the Minister
for Police. it Is hard to believe that these
replies could have been given by him; but
they were in answer to a letter sent to
him on the 6th September, 1971. Portion
of the letter written to the Minister reads--

At a meeting of the Country Re-
gional Councils' Association of W.A.
held in Perth on 29th April, 1971. you
stated that a Committee of 3 was
investigating the proposed changeover
of traffic control to the Police, When
asked by me-

The letter was written by Percy Payne.
To continue-

-as to who was conducting this en-
quiry you refused to name the mem-
bers of the committee.

My Executive would appreciate being
informed-
Ca) As to whether the committee has

tabled Its report.
(bi The names of the members of the

committee mentioned by you.

(c) As to why a decision was made to
Place traffic under police contrdl
prior to the proposal being
examined by the committee ap-
pointed by you as Minister.

(d) The date on which the special
committee was appointed.

The Minister replied-
I informed the Country Regional

Councils' Association at its meeting
that a Committee of three investi-
gated every submission on this ques-
tion and reported to me when I re-
quested them to do so. Their reports
are for my guidance, and are con-
fidential, as is the composition of the
Committee.

This is incredible. A powerful committee
was appointed to investigate the matter,
but its reports are for the Minister per-
sonally, and he cannot even reveal the
names of the members of the committee.

Mr. O'Connor: An invisible committee.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: The following is

another paragraph from the South West
Regional Council:-

By letter dated 11th August, 1971,
you advised the South West Regional
Council that a study of the New Zea-
land Traffic control system was made
by the former Superintendent in
Charge of Traffic and you considered
his report against the New Zealand
system as logical and convincing.

As a guide to the South West Re-
gionsi Council would you make avail-
able a copy of the report mentioned
as it would be of immense value to
this organisation.

The reply to that reads-
The report mentioned by you, relat-

ing to the New Zealand 'Taffic Con-
trol System and which was the basis
of my letter to the South-West Re-
gional Council, was made to me
orally-

Orally, mark you!
-by a former officer of the Police
Traffic Branch. It was so logical and
convincing that I asked the former
officer-

Not even a present officer was involved.
To continue-

-I could not request him-to submit
a written report to me on the New
Zealand System. It was prepared and
submitted on a private basis.

We are getting the lowdown. We may find
something out in a moment if we try hard
enough.

Mr. O'Neil: Gestapo tactics.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Another para-

graph in the council's letter reads.-
In The West Australian dated 24th

July, 1971, it is alleged you stated that
you hoped within three years the
State-wide responsibility for vehicle
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registrations as distinct from traffic Mr. W. A. MANNING: They have a
control would be put in the hands of
an independent authority.

It is alleged in the same publica-
cation that you stated vehicle licens-
Ing was a clerical function and should
not be part of police activities.

The reply to that was-
What I had to say on the question of

an Authority, other than the Police
Department, being responsible for
Vehicle Registrations, was my own
opinion and not that of the Govern-
ment.

Despite all those questions, we have been
told not one solitary thing. In the reply
some of the words used were "orally" and
"confidential." The Minister indicated
that he could not give an answer. He
could not even reveal the names of those
on the committee. It Is really atrocious
to think that such a letter should be writ-
ten by a Minister.

Mr. Bickerton: I remember that when
I was in Opposition many questions were
answered along those lines.

Mr. O'Connor: We were never as secre-
tive as this Government.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I will be happy
if the Minister will, when he replies to the
debate, quote the answers he has in mind.

Mr. O'Neil: That information is confi-
dential. He will not disclose it.

Several members interjected.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I cannot under-

stand how, in view of all Lihe information
I have given, the Minister who Introduced
the Bill and the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation can back the legisla-
tion. It is amazing. It seems they can
do so only because the Premier included
the matter in his policy speech. If the
Premier says something everyone must
bow down to it whether it is right or
wrong.

Mr. Bickerton: What about an inter-
departmental report?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have In my hand
a number of letters which support our
opposition to police traffic control. The
file is almost as big as the petition pre-
sented by the member for Dale.

Mr. Graham: How many letters did you
receive?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: One from practi-
cally every local government body in the
State.

Mr. Graham: That does not represent
very many people.

Mr. Gayfer: Not people who count ap-
parently.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: As I have said, I
have received letters from practically every
local governing body in the State.

Mr. Graham: And what authority or
mandate did they have from their people?

better
which
lation

mandate than this Government
relies on a casting vote to get legis-
through.

Mr. Graham: We put It to the people
and the people returned us as the Govern-
ment. That is the difference.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is no dif-
ference, because they are expressing their
opinions.

Mr. Graham: Their personal opinions.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They are opposed
to what has been advocated. I doubt
whether the Deputy Premier really believes
the Bill ought to go through.

Mr. Bickerton: Did you say you have
received letters from every local govern-
ing body?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I heartily oppose
the measure.

MR. BROWN (Merredin-Vllgarn) [3.22
p.m.]: I rise to support the Hill. At the
outset I would like to say that local govern-
ment has accomplished nothing short of
a remarkable feat in controlling traffic
under the circumstances that have pre-
vailed. I think local government deserves
all the applause of Government for the
manner in which it has shouldered this
responsibility, particularly in view of the
duress to which local government has been
subjected.

At his stage w arec probably putting the
cart before the horse. This change should
have been made in 1969. Reference to
Hansard will show the debates on the
amendments to the Main Roads Act
Amendment Bill of 1969 and the Traffic
Act Amendment Bill of that year. On
that occasion it was said that license
fees were the prime responsibility of the
Crown. There were strong protests from
local government right throughout the
State. I think 140 local authorities
throughout Western Australia would have
protested at the measure being introduced
into this Parliament. I researched the
Hansard debates of April and June of
1969 and I noticed that, apart from the
Minister who introduced the Bill, not one
member of the Government at that time
saw fit to make any contribution whatso-
ever to the debate. However, on that oc-
casion., the Government took away license
fees from local authorities and said they
were the responsibility of the Crown.

I could go back to legislation introduced
in 1958 and 1959 at the start of the
quinquenniuxn on the Main Roads Act
which signified the death knell of traffic
control by loc.al authorities. With the
subsequent legislation that was introduced
in 1969 there was no doubt that local
authorities would be better served if the
Police controlled traffic.
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Therefore, local government deserves
nothing but commendation for its efforts
in controlling traffic in the vast areas of
our State under the circumstances that
have prevailed. Ratepayers have sup-
ported local authorities by making the con-
tributions which they have made. The
revenues are hard to collect but I believe
the contributions that have been made
towards traffic control in Western Austra-
lia show first and foremast the effort
which local government has put into this.
It is time the police assumed this responsi-
bility.

Mr. W. G. Young: If the country au-
thorities wanted this they would say so.

Mr. BROWN: The member for Roe
spoke some weeks ago and told us what
happened in Esperance. He mentioned at
the time the shire president had said that
traffic control had been handed over to
the police for financial reasons. I think
a figure of some $12,000 or $14,000 was
mentioned, which it cost the Esperance
ratepayers to administer traffic control. If
the member for Roe cares to look at a
debate which occurred in another place
he will see where a member for the Upper
West Province said that Esperance gave
away traffic control because the shire lorm_-
a Mr. Drysdale, influenced the council.
It does not say much for local government
when this kind of opinion is advanccd.
I say there is no doubt that Esperance
gave away traffic control because the shire
felt this would serve the people best. For
the same reason the Merredin local au-
thority handed over traffic control. I
might add that when the Merredin local
authority banded over traffic control to the
police it was done as a result of an elec-
tors' meeting. Some 160 electors attended
that meeting over which I Presided. The
motion that the local authority should
hand over control of traffic to the Police
Department was moved and seconded
within the hall.

Mr. Rushton: The Deputy Premier would
not find that very significant.

Mr. W. 0. Young: You might have had
the same influence on them.

Mr. BROWN: There was not one dissen-
tient voice at the meeting.

Mr. Gayfer: Did they have a mandate?
Mr. BROWN: Acting under section 11A

of the Traffic Act the local authority made
representations to the Minister for Police
of the day (The Hon. J. F. Craig) and,
although it took some considerable time
before approval was given, the police took
over the control of traffic. There is no
doubt that the shire acted in the best
Interests of its people.

Mr. W. G. Young: What about the Roe
Regional Traffic Council?

Mr. BROWN: As a matter of fact I
believe the Wickepin Shire recommended
that it should fold up. The IKondinin Shire
has notified that it will withdraw. This is

what is happening in the Roe Regional
Traffic Council. I could read some minutes
concerning that council, but I would not
condemn local government in this House.

Mr. Rushton: Do you condemn local
governmnent?

Mr. BROWN: I do not condemn local
government. I said at the beginning that I
commend local government and that is
the reason I am on my feet. The member
for Dale can make his own speech in his
own time.

Mr. Graham: Do not invite him.
Mr. Gayfer: Read the minutes from the

Roe Regional Traffic Council.
Mr. BROWN: I will not.
Mr. Gayfer: Do you have something to

hide?
Mr. BROWN: No.
Mr. Gayfer: Read them out.
Mr. Fletcher: The member for Merredin-

Yilgarn will make his own speech and
does not need any help.

Mr. O'Connor: We must assist.
Mr. BROWN: It would be immaterial

to Pursue this. If the honourable member
wishes to see them afterwards I will be
pleased to show them to him. I said in
the first instance that we should not rub-
bish local authorities but support them.

Mr. Gayfer: Who is rubbishing them?
Mr. BROWN: I have seen police control

of traffic in country areas and I have seen
local authority control. With all the dif-
ficulties local authorities have done
exceptionally well. It took a considerable
time before local authorities had the power
of arrest. indeed, this can only be exercised
in two ways and the authority of local
government is very different from the
authority of the Police Force.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Who looks after
and pays for parking?

Mr. BROWN: The local authority has
always done this. Who has looked after
and paid for traffic? It has been the local
authority. Even in 1953 and 1959, 25 per
cent. of the revenue received by local
authorities was directed to the administra-
tion of traffic control. It has always been
the responsibility of the ratepapers to pay
for traffic control.

I thought the member for Mt. Lawley
was rather paternal in his approach to this
subject when he spoke to the Bill.

Mr. Rushton: How could you support
local government when you did not object
to the fruit-fly imposition recently?

Mr. Graham: What about the member
for Dale supporting the Liberal Party con-
ference decision?

Mr. Williams: We do not have to.
Mr. Graham: When it Is convenient.
Mr. Williams: It is not like the A.LP.

Executive.
Mr. Graham: irresponsible to your own

party.
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Mr. BROWN: As I said in the first
instance, I have witnessed how traffic
control has been practised by local autho-
rities. I realise the difficulties with
which they are faced, and I feel that it
would be in the interests not only of the
local authorities but also of the Western
Australian Police Force to have vested in
it this power to control traffic throughout
the State.

This has always been my contention. I
have attended many meetings of local
authorities, and I have never tied to hide
my point of view; I have never endeavoured
to put the point of view that I was always
right. As their parliamentary represen-
tative I have told all seven of my local
authorities that it is my intention to speak
in support of this legislation; whether the
matter is printed in the Narro gin Observer
or otherwise. That is exactly what I am
doing. 1 feel this will be of tremendous
value to local government.

Mr. Moiler: And you are doing It very
well.

Mr. W. 0. Young: They did not agree.
Mr. BROWN: They did not disagree.
Mr. Gayfer: Did they talk to you?
Mr. BROWN: I was in Coolgardie last

Thursday and 1 told the local authorities
exactly what was happening. If members
visit the area they will find that the
Eastern CGoldfields Traffic Council decided
it wanted to retain control of traffic, but
this was six to eight months ago. I told
that body this legislation would be intro-
duced and it is now mindful of the fact
that there will be pniie encntrnl nf trnffio
in those areas. If a plebiscite were taken
I feel sure the people would agree that the
control of traffic can best be done by the
Police Department.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Who worked it out?
Mr. BROWN: That Is what my investi-

gations revealed throughout my travels
in my electorate. I found this to be the
case on all occasions.

Mr. Graham: And elsewhere.
Mr. BROWN: That is right. I have only

brought forward this matter because it is
one of considerable concern to me and of
vital concern to local government. The
death knell of traffic control was intro-
duced in the 1969 legislation when there
was an alteration to the Commonwealth
aid roads programme and amendments
were made to help local governments to
obtain a better share instead of their being
faced with such a tremendous escalation
of costs.

Mr. Gayfer: What do you consider is
the main reason for the takeover by the
Pollee?

Mr. B3ROWN: To my mind the local
authorities would be better served if they
looked after the activities of local gov-
ernment and allowed the police to control
the traffic. This is a tremendous bugbear
-at least that is my opinion.

Mr. Gayfer: What about road fatalities
in the country?

Mr. Graham: What about giving him
a go?

Mr. BROWN: I have never mentioned
that.

Mr. Gayfer: I em asking you.

Mr. BROWN: The honourable member
knows very well that quite often it is the
nut behind the wheel that causes the
concern.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Sometimes it is the
nut that comes off the wheel.

Mr. Bickerton: Do not refer to the
honourable member in that manner.

Mr. Gayfer: It is good to see the
Minister sitting in his seat.

Mr. BROWN: I can see the many advan-
tages that will accrue to local authorities
if this legislation is passed. There are
some which will take advantage of the
position; there are always difficulties
where takeovers are involved-there will
always be such difficulties. If the local
authorities combine their resources to
employ engineers for their activities
instead of being at the behest of the Main
Roads Department, and obtain the 6 per
cent. for administration, the State would
be far better served than by any group
scheme in connection with traffic. There
are a great many shortcomings to be
faced. it is not possible for local authori-
ties to attend to the qiuestion of fatalities,
because there i_ nro power for them to do
so.

The local authorities have only two
powers of arrest. Apart from all this there
is generally aL great deal of bitterness as
to who is paying the most money; whether
a particular authority is getting enough
money, and whether it is doing its job.

One unfortunate thing that will arise
as a result of the police takeover and the
change to a system of unified traffic
control is that the Identity of number
plates will be lost. Although people will
have an opportunity to place their par-
ticular shire's name under the number on
the plate, I do not think this will com-
pensate for the fact that at present one
can put one's own identification on the
plate. A Royal Commission told us that
Country vehicles were penalised because
of their number plates and, accordingly,
there will be solace In this Bill for the
country people who when selling their
vehicles lose as much as $50 because of
their country number plates as against the
owners of cars with metropolitan number
plates. The greatest disadvantage In the
Bill being Introduced is that we will lose
our identity on our number plates.

Mr. MePharlin: If you put your name on
the number plate how does it make any
difference?
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Mr, BROWN: I said that ini the motor
trade cars with country number plates
lose as much as $50 ink price as against
vehicles with metropolitan number plates.

Mr. Gayfer: To you that Is the greatest
reason.

Mr. BROWN: There will be a loss faced
by owners of cars who, for example, have
number plates with the prefix of, say.
"MD" for Merredin, "SN" for Kondinin,
"KU" for Kuhn. "NIB" for Narembeen,
or "CG" for Coolgardie. That was one
of the original requests made to the Police
Department in connection with the take-
over in Merdntedepartment was
asked whether we could retain our
identity.

Very few people like to lose this identity.
We were told that this would be necessary
because of the computer system and
the volume of the turnover in motorcars.

Whilst local authorities are to be com-
mended for their efforts and their con-
tributions in the control of traffic. I feel
that those efforts could be better devoted
to other matters which would be of greater
benefit to the people in their areas and
more within their capacity to accomplish.
I support the legislation as presented.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Wellington) [3.37
p.m.]: I would first like to express my
acute disappointment in seeing the legisl-
ation in the form it has been presented
to us, because I feel that while the Bill
seeks to bring about some change and
unified traffic control in the country, it
is undesirable to the extent that it takes
away this power from local authorities. As
the member for Avon said when he spoke
to the measure, the licensing of vehicles
represents a great deal of the across-the-
counter business done by local authorities
and that means a great deal to the par-
ticular shire in its actual shire work.

I would say without hesitation that
there must be a number of shires-and I
know of several-that would have to re-
trench staff as a result of their having
lost the authority to license vehicles. In
this day and age a great deal is talked
about decentralisation, but surely this Is
one glaring instance of centralisation in
its very worst form. At least that is my
point of view.

The taking away of the authority from
shires to license motor vehicles certainly
downgrades the shires. In recent years
there has been much ado about the control
of traffic and its relationship to accidents.
on many occasions we in this Parliament
have talked about what might be done to
reduce the road toll.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking.

Mr. I, W. MANNING: It seems to me that
this Government has found an opportunity
to hand over to someone else the responsi-
bility for the road toll and it is now saying

to the Police Department "You winl have
control of all traffic in Western Australia."
By doing this it would seem to me that the
Government is placing upon the Police De-
partment the responsibility to do some-
thing about the road toll.

Mr. T. D, Evans: Bringing us Into line
with each other State in Australia.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Well, I would raise
a strong obiection to that. We seem al-
ways to have to follow what is done in the
Eastern States, and this does not appeal
to me at all, However, let me return to
the point I was making. If it is a ques-
tion of doing something about the road
toll, I cannot see how police control of
traffic will help to keep alive those people
whose cars, for some peculiar reason, leave
the road, take to the bush, and end up
with the drivers and/ar passengers being
killed. This happens constantly. The
same -applies to head-on collisions and
similar accidents which Cause loss of life.
I do not know how changing control from
shire traffic officers to police officers will
prevent those types of accident.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you think it will in-
crease them?

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: No, I do not think
they will be increased. I cannot see any
relationship there because, as I mentioned
before, no matter what controls we have we
will not keep alive, or prevent serious in-
jury to, the person who goes to sleep on
a long country trip and runs into a tree.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn
touched on the aspect of shire district
prefixes on vehicle registration plates. He
attached a degree of importance to this.
I also attach a, degree of importance to it
because I never cease to be surprised at the
number of people who raise this question
w ith me and express disappointment that
the system of district Prefixes on registra-
tion plates is proposed to be discontinued,
We in Western Australia enjoy something
which is unique in the Commonwealth;
that is, we identify vehicles with the shire
district In which they are licensed. In
my view this creates a peculiar relation-
ship between a motorist and his vehicle;
a motorist may identify himself with his
vehicle license plate.

Many people in Western Australia today
go to some lengths to ensure the con-
tinuity of their license plates. When they
change their vehicles they do everything
possible to ensure that they keep the same
number plates so that they may retain
their identity. I myself do this and I
venture to suggest, as a result of looking
at the number plates of vehicles parked
in the Parliament House car park, that
many other members also do it. I find
this relationship between a vehicle regis-
tration number and the vehicle owner
creates a colourful situation. As I say, this
is illustrated by the vehicles in the Par-
liament House car park, which come from
all corners of the State.
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I think that had more care been taken
in the framing of this legislation to make
the drastic change from shire control to
police control of traffic, provision could
have been made for the retention of numn-
her plates with district prefixes. I think this
could have been done by permitting the
shires to continue with the actual licensing
of vehicles. I do niot see why that could
not be done.

I have seen the Police Traffic Branch
computer system in action, and I am not
at all impressed with it. I know what it
is designed to do, but for the life of me
I cannot see why vehicle licensing should
be taken from the shires simply because
traffic control is to be taken from the
shires and given to the Police Department.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.08 p.m.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I would like to
restate some of the salient points which
I believe are of importance to this ques-
tion. People who are supporting the control
of traffic In the country by the police will
be disappointed If they are looking for a
reduction in costs; if they are lookig for
improvement in traffic control again they
will be disappointed, because in very many
areas under local government administra-
tion the control of traffic is very well
managed.

I am thinking of the local authorities
with which I am personally concerned-
the Town of Bunbury, and the Shires of
Dardanup and aarvey - where local
authority control of traffic is of a very
high standard. So, people who are look-
ing for utopia with the police control
of traffic will be disappointed.

As I indicated earlier many disadvan-
tages will arise with the police control of
traffic In the country, because I do not
know where people will license their
vehicles. I ami certain the police will not
be able to provide the same efficient and
convenient service that local authorities
have been able to Provide. Most local
authorities do set up traffic offices in the
smaller centres, where they are conveni-
ently located for the country people to
license their vehicles. Whether the same
facility can be provided under police con-
trol of traffic we have not been told,
and I am very interested to know whether
the Minister has in mind the setting up
of traffic offices In small country centres
where vehicles can be licensed.

The other great disadvantage with police
control of traffic has been mentioned a
number of times In this debate, so I will
not stress it again. This is the disadvan-
tage relating to the realm of local govern-
ment and the work that is done by the
shire officers. The shires provide a de-
centralised service so far as traffic is con-
cerned. It is an efficient service, and is

one which is readily available to all motor-
ists in country districts. I would be very
disappointed, Indeed, if this was lost to
the shires.

The other point I want to stress is the
importance I attach to the shire district
prefixes on the number plates of vehicles.
With those comments I would like to In-
dicate my opposition to the measure.

MR. MENSAROS CFloreat) [4.12 p.m.]:
As a member representing a metropolitan
electorate I wish to make only a few com-
ments In connection with this piece of
legislation. I feel it is a typical measure,
in which the Government again is attempt-
Ing to centralise. This Is the very same
Government which has proudly renamed
a department as the Department of De-
velopment and Decentralisation.

I have a suspicion that another reason
for the change in the name of the de-
partment Is that the present Government
is afraid it will not be able to fill the
shoes of the previous Minister for In-
dustrial Development, and therefore it
wants to change the identity of the de-
partment slightly.

On the other hand, it is also an example
of the attitude of "Big Brother knowing
what is the best for YOU." There is no
doubt in my mind that the overwhelming
majority of people who are affected by
this measure are against the takeover of
traffic control in the country by the police;
therefore I ask the question as to what
is the purpose or the use of the measure.
The Government has not given us any
reasonable explanation for the Bill, apart
from saying that this is the situation in
the Eastern States. Unless the contention
Is supported by argument that a good
situation exists in the Eastern States, one
cannot accept It. It may be that there
will or there can be a very efficient ad-
ministration set up to control traffic, and
It may be that the control of traffic will
be made easier, but no proof of this has
been given to us.

On the other hand, as the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn pointed out, there is no
doubt that the people in the country wish
to retain their Identity in respect of traffic
control. Why then Is there need to legis-
late in a way which goes against their
wishes?

It is the policy of the Liberal Party-
and perhaps this policy is slightly differ-
ent from that of the Country Party-
to recognise the merit of a closely-
knit organisation to control traffic, but
at the same time we recognise the desire
of the people in the country to retain
their administration of traffic. That is the
reason that the Liberal Party has adopted
the policy and the suggestion for setting
up an authority which leans heavily on
local government, but is an identity
separate from the police.
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I cannot see anything wrong with this,
the less so because it has been tried al-
ready and it is operating in many coun-
tries, foremost of which is the United
States. In fact, I can see a great deal of
merit in it.

I have not had much personal exper-
ience but I have been told-and it stands
to reasonk-that policemen who are stat-
ioned in country towns have mnany varying
duties to perform. A policeman has to
detect crime and maintain law and order.
I can envisage that if a policeman has
also to control traffic in a country town,
and is involved in apprehending People
who offend against the traffic regulations
-but who are not criminals-then his
standing in the community will be re-
duced. I can imagine that a certain
amount of hatred could build up -against
such a policeman, and this would be most
undesirable. Many policemen who have
served in country towns have told rue
that this is the case, and they are op-
posed to the measure.

Another question which has been re-
ferred to by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn is that of number plates, Some
people like to retain their identity for
sentimental reasons. However, I would
also submit that the existing system of
issuing number plates would assist in the
detection of certain crimes. Obviously, no
statistics can be quoted to support my ar-
gument but many offenees and crimes
involve the use of motor vehicles.

If a car with a metropolitan number
plate passes through a small country
town, the number plate obviously stands
out and the car can be easily identified
and found. In the same way, a motor
vehicle from another country town can be
identified by its number plate. However,
if all motor vehicles carry the same type
of number plate certain crimes will he
harder to detect.

Even if I agree that there is a tremen-
dous necessity to register all motor
vehicles centrally I cannot see that it is
impossible to programme a computer so
that the country letters can be retained
on number plates. The Minister, in answer-
ing questions, has said it would be
extremely difficult to programme a com-
puter to retain the existing system of
lettering, but I think that is an admission
of inability on the part of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The previous Govern-
ment could not retain the original form
of the motor driver's license booklet
because of computeri-sation.

Mr. MENSAROS: I will repeat what I
have said on many occasions: It is very
flattering indeed if the merit of any method
is measured by what was done by the pre-
vious Government.

Mr. T. D). Evans: By what the previous
Government could not do!

Mr. MENSAROS: Whether or not the
previous Government could do it-and
despite the interjection from the Attorney-
General-I repeat: I cannot imagine a
computer which cannot be programmed to
retain the present system of lettering.

Mr. Bickerton: I am not saying the
computer could not do it, but what is the
advantage? Why is it of such great impor-
tance that people should have individual
letters on their number plates? You do
not have individual letters for Floreat Park..

Mr. Court: Surely we can still have
som-e things in this world which we like
instead of having everything pushed
down our throats.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has pushed a lot of things
down the throats of the people of Western
Australia which they did not like.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MENSAROS: I suggest to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Police that he speak to the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn who sits on his left. That
member considers this is important, and
I agree with him.

Mr. Bickerton: I am not talking about
the importance: I am talking about the
necessity,

Mr. MENSAROS: I do not say It is
necessary;, I said people desire to retain
the present system. It is something which
is near to their hearts.

Mr. Bickerton: How does the member
for Floreat know that a person living in
Marble Bar wants to retain the letters
"MB" on his number plate?

Mr. MENSAROS: I know from talking
to people. I would not know the situation
as well as does the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn because he is living in a country
district. On each occasion that I have
visited the country I have talked to people
about this matter and they have said they
desire to retain the present system. I do
not think there is any question about it;
they do want to retain what they already
have.

Of course, it is not necessary. Many
things are not necessary but their reten-
tion makes up for certain other disadvan-
tages in life. Why should we take away
the things which people like?

Mr. Bickerton: We might just as well
have every migrant wearing a badge indi-
cating the country from where he Came.

Mr. Court: Some of them do.
Mr. MENSAROS: Why should we tell

people what is good for them? I cannot
see that the present system of lettering
could not be retained, and I cannot see
that a great deal of expense would be
incurred, A computer could be programmed
in this way. With those few remarks I
oppose the Bill.
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MR. RIJNCIMAN (Murray) (4.21 p.m.]:
It was inevitable that when the Labor
Party became the Government we would
be faced with a Bill such as the one now
before us. When introducing the Bill the
Minister stated that the reason for its
introduction was his Government's con-
cern for the road toll. I do not believe
that police control of traffic in country
areas will improve the situation at all.

Mr. Bickerton: Will it make the situa-
tion any worse?

Mr. RtINCIMAN: In some cases, it might
even do that. in fact in some cases shire
council traffic inspectors would do a bet-
ter job than the police as far as traffic
control is concerned.

In Western Australia we have two sys-
tems. The police control traffic in the
metropolitan area, and in a number of
country shires who, for various reasons,
have requested that the police take over
the control of their traffic. For instance,
the Serpentine-Jarrabdale Shire Council
has changed over, but that shire did not
do a great deal as far as traffic was con-
cerned because the shire clerk was the
traffic officer. The shire realised that the
situation was not satisfactory and request-
ed that the police take over the control of
traffic.

At a later date the Murray Shire Coun-
cil requested the police to take over the
control of traffic and, to be honest, that
shire is quite satisfied. The new system
suits it. However, the Waroona Shire
Council has bee!n making representations
to the Minister for Police for some time for
the appointment of an extra constable in
the district. Because of the increase in
the number of petty crimes the present
single constable cannot keep up with the
work. The Commissioner of Police said
it was not possible to appoint an extra
constable. If the police take over the
control of traffic in that area another
constable will be appointed for traffic con-
trol, but he will be absorbed completely
in attending to crime and very little will
be done regarding traffic control. The
constable simply will not have the time.
The situation at the moment is that the
Waroona Shire Council has first-class
traffic control and is very much op-
posed to the legislation now before us.
I believe that if the police were to take
over traffic control in the Waroona Shire
Council area it would be a retrograde step.

Traffic control in the area of the Man-
durah Shire Council would compare very
favourably with that in any part of the
State where the control of traffic comes
under the police. The shire employs three
traffic officers and they do a splendid Job.
The shire council, and the people living
in the district, are very reluctant to see
any change in the present form of control.

Only a fortnight ago I noticed that 20
cases of speeding were heard in the local
court. The charges were for speeding on

the coast road south of Mandurah, and
100 per cent, of those charged were metro-
politan drivers. Many of them were
charged with driving at 70 miles an hour
in a 50 miles per hour zone. The metro-
politan drivers were apprehended by the
local traffic officers. However, In the area
north of Mandurah-withln a mile or two
of the town-there has never been any
police control nor have there been any
convictions. That area comes under Police
control. This demonstrates that the local
traffic officers are very much concerned
with the control of traffic, and they do a
good job. It would be a retrograde step
to take the control of traffic away from
the Mandurah Shire Council.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The conclusion which
the member for Murray draws is not
necessarily logical at all.

Mr. Bickerton: Also, according to his
argument. should he not be advocating
that the control of metropolitan traffic
be taken over by local authorities?

Mr. O'Connor: We will look at that
matter later on.

Mr.
single
better

ETJNCIMAN: I am not sure that a
traffic authority would not do a
job.

Mr. Bickerton: The party represented
by the honourable member knocked it back.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: We frequently see
references in the Press to the increase in
the crime rate, and people are complaining
about the lack of Police control in this
regard. More policemnr are required. How-
ever, it seems that if additional policemen
are provided they will be used for traffic
duties. We should do either one thing or
the other.

It is quite logical that local authorities
should desire to have control over traffic
within their areas. Why antagonise
local authorities which are doing a par-
ticularly good job? The majority of local
authorities throughout Western Australia
are strongly opposed to any police take-
over but the Government is determined
to carry on with its proposal.

It is noteworthy that a large Percentage
of the accidents which occur on country
roads involve drivers from the metropoli-
tan area. It would appear that many
metropolitan drivers treat the country
speed limits with contempt, but when they
are apprehended by local traffic authorities
they become extremely annoyed. The Gov-
ernment should be looking for a greater
degree of co-operation with local authori-
ties, but I think with the introduction of
a measure such as that now before us the
Government is doing exactly the opposite.

There is also the matter of identification
with a person's town. This identification is
important to many people. I know this
importance has been discounted on many
occasions, and that the previous Minister
was not keen about it. However, when the
Serpentine-Jarrahdale Shire and the
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Murray Shire changed over to police traffic
control, I received many letters expressing
concern at the loss of identity and arrang-
ed a deputation to meet the Minister to
discuss the situation.

Mr. T. D. Evans: That action was taken
by a Minister in your own term of Gov-
ernment.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: That is fight. The
letters I received were requests by people
who wished to retain their Identity. That
could be considered as a matter of senti-
ment.

Mr. Bickerton: Those people can pur-
chase a number plate frame which shows
the name of their town. They can be pur-
chased from the local Apex clubs.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: That is not quite the
same thing. People become accustomed to
their "MY" or "MH" number plates. The
number plates mean something to a lot
of people especially when they are travel-
ling. I know that when I was in Darwin
recently the sight of a car with an "MH"
number plate tended to create a bond
straightaway. However, the sight of an or-
dinary metropolitan number plate does
not do that.

Mecal traffic officers speclalise in traffic.
They are highly trained. They take up resi-
dence in a district, intending to live there
permanently. They have to live with the
people in the district, whereas a police
officer is there only for a. period. The police
officer's outlook in regard to traffic in the
area Is not quite the same as that of the
traffic officer who is part of the district.

Then there is the matter of unemnploy-
ment. What will happen to the local traffic
officers? Some of them will be absorbed by
the Police Force. They will lose status and
salary. The chief traffic officer in the
Mandurah district recently informed me
he would lose nearly $3,000 by becoming a
Junior constable. That does not suit him
and he will look for something else.' This
sort of thing will happen. A large number
of people will be upset because of their
reduced status and salary, and some of
them will not be employed at all. Some
unemployment will be created in some
local authority districts.

All in all, I regret that the Government
has introduced this Bill. I do not think it
will do anything as far as the road toll
Is concerned, and it will certainly antago-
nise the vast majority of local authorities
throughout the State.

MR. STEPHENS (Stirling) 14.31 P.m.):
I do not intend to speak for long because
I think my colleagues have adequately
covered most of the points that could be
made. However, I feel I would be failing
in my duty to my electorate and the
shires I represent if I did not voice my
opposition to this Bill.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking.

Mr, STEPHENS: I notice that several
speakers have developed a conversational
point on the loss of identity on the num-
ber plates. Most country people are very
proud of th-e districts in which they live
and they want to retain the present num-
ber plates. At the same time, this is only
a minor point in our opposition to this
measure.

I represent the Shires of Albany, Plan-
tagenet, Cranbrook, Tambellup, and part
of the Town of Albany. All those shires
have expressed their opposition to the
Proposals contained in this Bill. I could
Prove that statement by reading a letter
dated the 28th April from the Great
Southern Shire Councils' Association, but
as the member for Narrogin has already
quoted the points contained in the letter I
will not weary the House by repeating
them.

It is interesting to note the attitude of
some members of the Government in re-
lation to this measure. The member for
Fremantle called the shire traffic in-
spectors such names as "Ned Kellys" and
"bushrangers." However, he took exception
to some remarks made by the member
for Roe which he considered cast a reflec-
tion on him. At least the member for
Roe made his remarks in front of the
member for Fremantle, who was in a place
where he could protect himself, but r do
not think the country traffic inspectors are
in a position to protect themselves from
those remarks of the member for Fre-
mantle, which were obnoxious in the ex-
treme. The member for Fremantle tried
to slate the traffic inspectors. I think he
would have been on firmer ground had he
complimented them for the way in which
they uphold the law. They are doing their
job.

If the member for Fremantle considers
his son should be allowed to travel at 12
miles over the speed limit, I suggest he
use his influence on the members of the
Cabinet to have the law altered. It is not
a reason for the police being given con-
trol of traffic.

Mr. Lapham: Surely you are not su--
gesting increasing the speed limit.

Mr. STEPHENS: I am not. I said if the
member for Fremantle considers his son
should be able to travel 12 miles an hour
faster he should seek to have the law
amended. That was my point. If it is any
consolation to him, the member for Fre-
mantle succeeded in getting a mention in
The Albany Advertiser, which contains an
article stating that the Shire of Plantag-
enet had taken exception to his remarks
and was writing to the premier expressing
its concern. The article went on to say-

It was pointed out that Mr. Fleteh-
er's statement contrasted with a sur-
vey carried out recently by the am-
bulance services and which showed
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that Perth, which is Police traffic-
controlled, had one of the highest
accident rates in the commonwealth.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do not forget that
every other State except Western Aust-
ralia has police traffic control.

Mr. STEPHENS: Apparently the Min-
ister has some thoughts of his own. No
doubt he will have an opportunity to ex-
press them.

During the speech of the member for
Mt. Marshall the Minister for Industrial
Development interjected-

Mr. Graham: Minister for Development
and Decentralisation, please.

Mr. STEPHENS: I apologise. I trust
Hansard will make the correction. The
member for Mt. Marshall stated that all
the shires in his electorate were opposed
to police traffic control. On page 1393 of
Hansard the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation interjected and said
the shires represented '70 or 80 people in
total and they did not have the backing
of the ratepayers. By Inference, we could
also say that of the ratepayers in the
shires I have the pleasure to represent:
but let us look at the position.

When nominations were called recently
for the local government elections, the
Mayor of Albany and two shire presidents
were unopposed. In fact, in all the shires
and towns I have mentioned only three
seats were contested, and of those three
only one sitting member was defeated. The
other two retiring members were re-
elected. As every ratepayer In the shires
was quite aware of the opposition of the
shires and the town council to police con-
trol of traffic, I suggest those shires and
the town council have the support of the
ratepayers in the areas concerned. It is
fairly conclusive. There has been an elec-
tion since this matter arose.

Mr. Graham: The ratepayers have never
been asked their view on this question.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister Is dodging
the point. There has been an election.
The ratepayers knew the councillors who
were up for election. Only three seats
were contested, and of those three, two
of the retiring members were returned. I
think It is quite definite that the coun-
cillors, in expressing their opposition to
this Bill, have the backing of the rate-
payers.

Mr. Graham: That is a good guess.
Little Man Fiday.

Mr. STEPHENS: In another interjection
the Minister for Development and Decen-
tralisation referred to the shire councils as
"the parish pumps." I think that was a
rather derogatory remark. Local govern-
ment Is the third arm of government and
the members of local authorities do a
sterling job on behalf of the State of

Western Australia and certainly on behalf
of their respective ratepayers. I think
the Minister would have been better ad-
vised to give credit to the councillors for
the Job they have done. The member for
Merredin-Yilgarn gave credit to the coun-
cillors for the work they Perform, and it
Is one of the few occasions I have agreed
with him.

Mr. Brown: Under the circumstances
under which they carry It out.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Government has
made the claim that it had a mandate
because of the election results. It would be
interesting to know how it arrived at this
conclusion.

Mr. Bickerton: The same way as the
local authorities.

Mr. STEPHENS: No. There has been an
election to prove the point, but when it
comes to country electorates the Labor
Party won very few extra seats. The
member for Albany, 'who is a member of
the Labor team, virtually represents the
town of Albany, except for the part I have
the Pleasure to represent, and it will be
interesting to hear his views on this sub-
ject. No doubt he will enter Into the de-
bate at a later stage.

If it could be proved that through this
legislation we would save lives, my attitude
might be a little different, but in his
second reading speech the Minister failed
to prove that lives would be saved. He
failed even to 1'ruve that the police take-
over would result in a more efficient and
effective system.

Mr. Graham: Do you know that every-
body is in favour of the takeover except
the Country Party? The departmental
Inquiry, the Liberal Party conferences-

Mr. STEPHENS: Does the Minister mean
the members of the Liberal Party have
been speaking with their tongues in their
cheeks?

Mr. Jamieson: Yes.
Mr. Graham: Yes. You have sumnmed.

it up.
Mr. STEPHENS: They have not been

directed by an outside body.
Mr. Jamieson: You are so old-fashioned,

it does not matter.
Mr. Graham: Gathering around the

parish pump, that is what you are doing.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister ignores
his democratic conventions.

Mr. Jamieson: I do not know that you
have any. They do not achieve anything.

Mr. Graham: You are thumbing your
nose at the Liberal Party conference. Dis-
organised rabble!

Mr. Court: We do not get pushed about
as You do.
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Mr. STEPHENS: In his second reading
speech the Minister claimed this Bill would
provide for more uniform control of traffic.
If we took that statement to its logical
conclusion, we could argue that everything
in this State should be controlled from
Canberra. I doubt that many members
of the Government would agree with that.
It is realised that the Federal Labor Party
wants to centralise but if it came out with
that as an election plank it would not get
very far. That is one of the things it
would keep under a mat until after it was
elected, if it was lucky enough to be elected.

I do not want my remarks to be con-
strued as "knocking" the police. 1 think
they are effective. I do not want to be
misunderstood.

Mr. Graham: Second-raters in traffic,
you say.

Mr. STEPHENS: I have made my point.
Mr. Bertram: You hope!
Mr. STEPHENS: As regards the argu-

ment that police control would make for
more uniform traffic control, let us look
at some of the fields in which they now
have control in order to see whether con-
trol is uniform throughout the State. Some
Years ago, when S. P. betting was illegal,
in Collie-

Mr. T. D. Evans: Until the Labor Gov-
erment rectified the matter.

Mr. STEPHENS: It was common know-
ledge throughout Western Australia that
People could Place bets virtually in the
main street of Collie. Was that uniform
control? It could not be done in Albany.

Mr. Jlamieson: That was a traffic offence.
Did the traffic inspector stop it?

Mr. Graham: It was obstructing the
traffic.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: These men were stand-

ing on the footpaths in Albany. I have
seen Policemen in Albany booking them
for obstructing the traffic.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Did the traffic in-
spector in Collie take action in connection
with the obstructing of traffic? He had
Power to do so under the Traffic Act at
that time.

Mr. STEPHENS: Certainly, the Police
were not uniformly Policing the law with
regard to S.P. betting. Now let us go to
Kalgoorlie. Kalgoorlie is supposedly under
the same laws as the rest of the State.

Mr. Hartrey: I would not be so sure of
that.

Mr. Court: They write their own laws up
there.

Mr. STEPHENS: Everyone fronm Cape
York to the south-west corner of this State
knows that in Kalgoorlie there are brothels,
which are supposed to be banned In this
State.

Mr. Bertram: That Is how the previous
Government enforced the law there.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Intention is for
the whole State to operate under the one
law.

Mr. Jamieson: That is not obstructing
traffic,

Mr. STEPHENS: I do not wish to dwell
on the subject.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The minister for Police
in your Government denied that any of
these activities took place in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. CGayfer: Does the Attorney-General
deny it now?

Mr. O'Connor: What about the casino?
The SPEAKER:, Order!
Mr. STEPHENS: Then of course there

are the two-up schools which are not to-
lerated anywhere else in the State-hardly
uniform application of the law.

I wish now to move to the Minister's
second reading speech which is to be found
on page 1068 of Mansard. The Minister
said-

Members are again reminded that
Western Australia is the only State in
Australia without uniform police traffic
control, and it has the worst road toll
of all States.

The Minister made the statement but he
did not quote figures to support it. Ap-
parently he was hoping that the bald
statement given with an air of authority
would be accepted if we on this side were
dumb enough.

Mr. Bickerton: I cannot gauge your
dumbness.

Mr. STEPHENS: That is quite obvious
because the Minister has made a mistake
in this case.

I now turn to the Year Book Australia
1970, which is the latest copy I have. This
book gives figures of accidents per 100,000
of the population up to 1968. The figures
show that Western Australia had 35 deaths
per 100,000 of population as against 28 in
New South Wales, 29 in Victoria, 28 in
Queensland, and 24 In South Australia. I
feel these figures prove the point I am
making.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Each of those States
has police control of traffic.

Mr. STEPHENS: If we look at the figures
per 10,000 motor vehicles registered, we
find that Western Australia has nine
deaths, New South Wales eight, Victoria
eight, Queensland eight, and South Aus-
tralia seven. This shows that there is no
great variation in the deaths per 10,000
motor vehicles registered.

Mr. O'Connor: The other important fact
is the number of miles travelled.

Mr. STEPHENS: I agree with that. How-
ever, before moving to that point, I would
like to mention another statement made
by the Minister. The Minister said that
56.8 per cent. of the vehicles licensed in
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the Period 1966 to 1971 were in the metro-
politan area and 33.2 per cent, were in
the country. As against that, 46.1 per
cent. of the fatalities occurred in the metro-
politan area, and 53.9 Per cent. in the
country. It is interesting to note that
the figures given by the member for Mt.
Marshall showed a somewhat different
picture.

Mr. Bickerton: The member for Mt.
Marshall said you could not believe statis-
tics.

Mr. STEPHENS: I will return to that
later.

To illustrate the point made in an inter-
jection by the member for Mt. Lawley and
also by the member for Blackwood, on page
457 of the Western Australian rear Book
1971, it is stated that the length of public
roads opened for vehicular traffic at the
30th June, 1969, was 4,351 miles for the
Perth area, and 53,886 miles for the other
divisions of the State. There is a far
greater road mileage outside the metro-
politan area than within it. These figures
clearly illustrate the point brought up by
the member for Narrogin: How will the
police improve the control? Is it possible
to have a policeman every one or two
miles along all the roads? This would need
a great number of policemen in the country
alone.

In quoting these statistics I am not
endeavouring to prove the Point so much
as to prove that the statistics are not
particularly reliable in this instance.

Mr. Bickerton: Why use them?
Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister used them

and I am pointing out they are not reliable.
Mr. Bickerton: Your statistics are no

better than mine.
Mr. STEPHENS: We are agreed on that

point.
Mr. Bickerton: What does this have to

do with traffic inspectors?
Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister thought

it was connected.
Mr. Bickerton: We are considering uni-

formity of traffic control within the State.

Mr. STEPHENS: By a comparison of
the road mileages controlled in the country
and in the metropolitan area we can see
that the present control of traffic is being
efficiently and effectively carried out by
local authorities.

Mr. Bickerton: All of them?
Mr. Reid: Do we have uniform control

by the police now?
Mr. Bickerton: All of them?
Mr. STEPHENS: Unfortunately a few

local authorities had to hand over the
control of traffic, but we must consider
the local authorities which are doing a
good job.

Mr. Bickerton: I know of one authority
which did not even have a traffic inspec-
tor, f-low can he be efficient?

Mr. Jamieson: He could not be inefficient!

Mr. STEPHENS: Statistics are not very
reliable. However, I feel we can rely on
the comments of people in authority In
other parts of Australia. I would like to
quote the remarks of the Acting Chief
Commissioner of Police in Victoria (Mr.
R. Jackson) when describing Victorian
drivers. In the Australian Road Safety
Report, No. 98, dated January-February
1971, Mr. Jackson described Victorian
drivers as "Irresponsible, impatient, and
incompetent." Mr. Jackson further stated
that the Victorian police were working on
a plan to cut the road toll by a new
approach to traffic supervision. It will be
seen that Victoria has problems, too.

Mr. Bickerton: No one denies that.
Mr. O'Connor: The Minister Is very

touchy.
Mr. STEPHENS: I would also like to

quote the remarks of the Chief Secretary
of Victoria (Sir Arthur Rylsh) in the same
report. He says-

We are at our wits' end to know
what the answer to the traffic Problem
is-or even if there is an answer.

Mr. Gayfer: Turn it over to the local
authorities!

Mr. Bickerton: Traffic inspectors may be
the answer.

Mr. STEPHENS: The member for Moore
made a good suggestion: Rather than fol-
low the example set by the Eastern States.
let us set the example.

Mr. Bickerton: We are consistent: We
followed their example with road main-
tenance tax.

Mr. STEPHENS: I am speaking of the
police takeover of traffic. Even our own
Commissioner of Police seems Prepared to
admit that our city drivers are not the
best. I have here an extract from a news
bulletin broadcast at 7.45 am. on the 4th
April, 1912. It says--

The Police Commissioner, Mr. Wedd,
has expressed concern at the behaviour
of motorists on country roads over the
Easter holiday.

Further on it states-
Some police patrols were also sent

from the metropolitan area to watch
the behaviour of motorists returning
from country centres at the end of
the Easter holidays.

The Commissioner of Police is obviously
concerned about the behaviour of the city
motorists and he would be in a position
to know the problem.

Mr. Bickerton: When the police take over
they will be concerned about this also.
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Mr. STEPHENS: If this legislation is Mr. BLAIKIE: Do not be too sure.
passed, the principal effect will be the
centralisation of administration and autho-
rity. This will reduce the employment
opportunities in the country and more
peeple will flock to the metropolitan area.
I cannot see how this action can be con-
sistent with the Government's avowed
intention of dezentralisation. From time to
time the Government makes great news
headlines about decentralisation.

Mr. Biskerton: Will this reduce employ-
ment in the country?

Mr. STEPHENS: The Government would
be better employed in seeking ways and
means to strengthen the powers of the
local authorities rather than to erode them.

I have said it before and I will say it
again: Local government is more represen-
tative of the People than Parliament. It is
a democratic form of Government.

Mr. Graham: Thousands of People are
excluded from voting. You know it is a
restricted franchise and yet you say it is
democratic.

Mr. STEPHENS: Of course it is.
Mr. Graham: You are completely out of

touch with reality.
Mr. STEPHENS: A person renting a

house has a right to vote.
Mr. Jamieson: Yes, but what about a

21-year-old son or daughter?
Mr. STEPHENS: A person who is renting

a house has the right to vote.
Mr. Graham: There are many thousands

of People who are not eligible to vote in
local government elections.

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Stirling
is talking a lot of rubbish.

Mr. Graham: Tens of thousands of
People are not eligible to vote. You know
as little of the Local Government Act as
You do of everything else.

Mr. STEPHENS: So that there is no mis-
understanding, I state that I oppose the
Bill.

Mr. Bertram: Just as well you said so.

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4.57 p.m.]: First
of all, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Brown). I
would like to congratulate you on the
Position you hold and I am sure you will
fulfil your duties as efficiently as your
predecessors.

I find myself In the position of represent-
ing two shires-one is opposed to the police
takeover of traffic and the other has al-
ready handed over traffic control to the
Police Department. Earlier this evening
the Minister mentioned traffic control in
Busselton. The good work accomplished
In this shire was also referred to by the
member for F'remantle and he stated that
traffic control is operating more efficiently
now than it was under the local authority.

Mr. Bickerton: At least I have one sup-
porter.

Mr. Graham: I see you have regimented
him, too.

Mr. BLAflCIE: I hope the Minister does
not count his chickens too soon. At the
outset it is essential to understand the
circumstances of the Busselton Shire and
its reason for handing over the control of
traffic. No doubt the Minister representing
the Minister for Police in this House is
fully aware of the circumstances, and he
will Probably explain these later. I hasten
to add that the Busselton Shire Council
took this step voluntarily. I wish to make
it quite clear that the shire requested the
Police Department to take over traffic
control. However, the Government is
attempting to make it mandatory that the
shires give up traffic control by the intro-
duction of this Bill.

The Police Department took over the
control of traffic in Busselton in April, 1971.
and I would be remiss if I did not give the
House an account of the proceedings from
that date until now. At the time of the
takeover there was considerable doubt as
to the manner in which the police would
control traffic in this area and how
efficiently they would do it. It is quite
apparent that the Police Department is
doing a very good job and I applaud those
officers concerned. I believe the ratepayers
of the district are very satisfied with the
way the system is working out.

There is one other point I wish to raise.
on the '7th May the Sunday Independent
published an article on traffic control.

Mr. Gayfer: It also published one on the
future leaders of the Liberal Party.

Mr. BLAICIE: Yes, but I did not get a
mention in that one. As I said, the Sunday
independent of the 7th May published an
article on traffic control in country areas.
AS far as I am aware, all things being fairly
equal, it was in the main an accurate re-
port, but I take strong exception to the
reporter responsible for the article or the
person from whom the Sunday Indepen-
dent obtained its facts concerning the acti-
vities of the police in Busselton. in my
opinion it was a malicious and untruthful
attack on the police force which, In fact,
has done a very good job. I trust that the
Press reporters in the gallery today will
show a greater responsibility towards the
community by reporting facts fairly and
accurately.

Only the other evening I was called out
at a late hour by a person who, according
to himself, had been persecuted by the
police. I understand the member for Col-
lie was also contacted by this gentleman,
and I have no doubt that by the time hie
ascertains the full facts of the case as I
have done he will learn that the police did
in fact do their Job and carried out their
duties by acting as they are required to act.
I make no bones about it; the police have
done an excellent Job in traffic control
In the Busselton district.
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Early in January, at any request On De-
half of the shire, the Minister for Police
visited Busselton because the shire was
having great difficulty in view of a most
ambiguous situation that had arisen in
regard to farm trailers and fire-fighting
trailers, Instead of representatives of the
shire having to visit Perth as a deputation
to wait upon the Minister, the Minister
graciously visited Busselton to hear the
case put forward by the shire. It was re-
quired that these vehicles be fitted with
elaborate braking systems. This constitutes
a major anomaly in the Act; because, In my
opinion, they should be classed as farm
implements. This was the line of reason-
ing that was put forward by the shire and
I agree with it.

However, the Minister has dismissed the
appeal made by the shire and this will have
a dire effect on farmers generally in those
areas where traffic control has been taken
over by the police, because a minimum
of $400 will have to be spent to install
braking systems in these vehicles so that
they may conform with the law. This is
despite the fact that these farm trailers
were to be towed at a maximum speed of
10 to 15 miles an hour and the time during
which they are driven on roadways would
be between dawn and dusk.

Mr, Gayfer: Would they be super
spreaders and that type of vehicle? They
are not allowed on the road unless they
have a braking system.

Mr. BLAflCIE: Yes, it is a similar type of
vehicle. I notice that the Minister who
introduced this Bill is not backing me up
now ats he was when I first started to
speak, but there Is no doubt that this is
a major anomaly which should be recti-
fled.

Mr. Bickerton: We will get this legis-
lation through first.

Mr. BLADCIE: A deputation has already
waited upon the Minister in control of
traffic and I would like to see this anomaly
rectified before the present legislation is
agreed to. If the Minister rectifies thi-.s
anomaly I will then decide whether I will
support the Bill that is now before us.

Mr. Bickerton: I hope not.
Mr. BLAIKIE: We will see how we get

on first. If the existing situatton con-
tinues it 'will have a catastropict effect.
I1 hasten to remind those members repre-
senting country areas and orchard dis-
tricts that these farm trailers--as has
been pointed out by the member for
Avon-will not be allowed on the road
unless they are fitted with a braking sys-
tem which will cost in excess of $400. The
Shire of Busselton finds itself in a most
embarrassing situation. It has several
fire-fighting trailers which are placed at
strategic points around the shire. The
total weight of these units would be be-
tween 11 and 2 tons and they are used only
in cases of emergency. In fact, in some

areas the vehicles are never moved from
the spots where they are located. Not-
withstanding this, the shire is obiged to
install braking systems on these vehicles.

This is a serious anomaly and I believe
the Government should rectify It before
trying to foist this legislation onto us.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Has this situation oc-
curred only since this Government came
into office, or did it exist before?

Mr. BLATIKIE: I was not a member of
this House before and I can only speak
of the existing situation. This legislation
represents a mandatory takeover of traffic
control by the police instead of permitting
it to be retained by voluntary action by
local authorities and I am opposed to it.

Those members who have already spoken
to the Bill have referred to the retention
of country number plates by people living
in country districts. I agree with what
they have said, because I believe in that
principle. I have no doubt that members
on the Government side of the House also
believe that it would be a wise move to
allow people In the country to retain their
country number plates. I feel sure that
the minister for Housing would agree with
me on this. Earlier this evening I was
trying to find out the registration number
of the car used by the Minister for Police.
I understand it Is "UIIG 007." If that Is so,
I can only say that if that Is not senti-
mentality. I do not know what is.

Mr. T, D. Evans: I have the car with
the registration number "UDO 007" now,
and not the Minister for Police.

Mr. BLAIIE: I have seen the Minister
for Education In many roles, but I think
he would be most Inferior in the role of
11007."1 In any case, all vehicles used by
Ministers have the prefix~ "UDO" on their
registration number plates. Theref ore I
do not see why I should not be allowed to
retain my country number plate indicat-
ing that I belong to the Shire of Augusta-
Margaret River.

Irrespective of how successful the take-
over of traffic control by the police has
been, people in the 'Busselton Shire would
still prefer to retain their existing number
plates. I also draw attention to the Way
the power of local authorities Is being
eroded. As I have served on local govern-
ment for some years I feel strongly on this
subject, because the fees obtained by the
shires from traffic licensing represent a.
real revenue earner.

Following the police taking over traffic
control, the shire no longer has control
over the collection of license fees. Previ-
ously, the collection of license fees by
the Busselton Shire each month assisted
the shire's budget. Speaking of erosion of
power held by the shires, I wonder when
the Government will introduce legislation
to take over sanitary Control, Or the issue
of dog licenses. Perhaps it is not Interested
in such mundane matters.
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Mr. Rushton: It tried to take away fruit-
fly control.

Mr. BLAIKIE: Yes. Another drastic re-
suit of the takeover of traffic control by
police In the shires has been the drop in
employment of office personnel. In my
opinion it has dropped by 50 per cent.
It is all very well to say that such a move
should not have any effect on employment,
but in an area where employment Is at a
premium, every job is a winner. There-
fore it Is vitai that local authorities should
be permitted to retain the powers they
already hold.

I am probably one of the few members
in this House who represent an electorate
embracing two shires, one of which has
agreed to the takeover of traffic control by
the police, and the other which has re-
tained its right to control traffic, and in-
tends to retain it In the future. Following
my discussions with both these local
authorities, I oppose the Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Harman.

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council; and, on

motion by Mr. T. D. Evans (Attorney-
General), read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Attorney
General) [5.13 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill is consequential largely upon the
Passage of the Community Welfare Bill
and to the recent Bill amending the Cri-
minal Code and is related to the Justices
Act Amendment Bill, 1972, In regard to
whlch you, Mr. Speaker, gave notice of its
having been proclaimed,

Clauses one to nine of this Bill are
amendments consequential upon the pas-
sing of the Community Welfare Bill. These
amendments will overcome administrative
difficulties in that they provide for a new
definition of "Director" and of "Depart-
ment." both relating to community welfare.
In addition, the appointment of other of-
ficers is regularised, including the appoint-
ment of present officers of the Child
Welfare Department to the Community
Welfare Department. Provision is made
for the Present Powers of delegation by the
Minister to be consistent with the com-
munity welfare legislation, without any
significant changes in the Child Welfare
Act.

Amendments in clauses 10 to 13 are those
which are necessary as a consequence of
amendments to the Criminal Code and to
the Justices Act which were passed by
this House earlier in the session and have.
indeed, been passed likewise by the other
House of the Legislature, but which through
misadventure were withdrawn from the
notice paper in that place.

I will now indicate the proposals con-
tained in clauses 10 to 13 and remind
menibers that these clauses were considered
and, indeed, passed by this House in the
first Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill.
Unfortunately after that Bill had been re-
ceived in another place, it was withdrawn
from its notice paper.

Mr. Nalder: It got caught up with the
fruit fly.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Clauses 10 to 13 of
this Bill cover two proposals, as follows:-

(1) To require a stipendiary magistrate
if available to deal summarily with
certain indictable offences or in
the absence of a magistrate for
two justices to deal with the mat-
ter with the consent of the ac-
cused; and

(2) To provide that persons who incite
a person to deal indecently with
another person are guilty of an
offence.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Lewis.

IRON ORE (MOUNT BRUCE)
AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd May.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville) [5.17 p.m.]:
I indicate that we on this side of the
House have undertaken a study of this
Bill and it may be noted from the notice
paper that I took the adjournment some
time ago. On that occasion the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition who
was, during our ternm in Government, re-
sponsible for introducing many such
Bills relating to iron ore agreements,
was attending a convention or meeting of
some kind in Japan.

Mr. Graham: I'll bet you wish he were
here now.

Mr. Q'NEIL: I trust that while there
he took the opportunity to inquire into
the activities of the Ministers of the
present Government when they were in
that country. It is true that at the time
the Bill was introduced it was not antici-
pated that the ex-Minister for Industrial
Development would have returned to the
State.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Did you not expect
him to return at all?
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Mr. O'NEIL: I thank the Minister for
his interjection. It was not anticipated
that the ex-Minister would return to the
State in the then near future to continue
the debate on these Bills, and it is for
that reason I took the adjournment, It is
now with a great deal of gratitude to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that I
resume my seat.

Mr. Graham: Bravo!

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) L5.19 p.m.]: My
apologies for my temporary absence from
the Chamber, and my thanks to my col-
league for filling in. I have not the faintest
idea what he said.

Mr. O'Neil: Neither have I.

Mr. Jamieson: 'He committed you to
the EU]l.

Mr. COURT: I will assume we are now
at the beginning of the debate.

Mr. O'Neil: I have not committed the
opposition.

Mr. COURT: I plan, if it is the will of
the House and your good self, Sir, to
follow the practice adopted by the Min-
ister when dealing with these three Bills
which are Nos. 2 to 4 on the notice
paper. They are very closely related and
the extent of debate which will be neces-
sary in detail on each one will be sub-
stantially coloured by the amount of in-
formation the Minister is able to give us
when he replies to what I have to say.

It is important to understand the back-
ground of these three Bills because the
original concept from which they grew
goes back a long way; and I think it is
important when we have three measures
of this kind before the House, that we
should record some of the history in-
volved so that when people read HanSard
they will have a better opportunity to get
to grips with the reasons for the intro-
duction of the Hills and the amendments
made to the agreements than they would
have if they had to follow back through a
series of debates and Bills, particularly if
those Bills are as complicated as they are
in this particular case. When I refer to
"'Bills" I am referring to the agreements to
be ratified by the Bills, because the com-
plexities are in the agreements and not in
the Bills,

Mr. Graham: Whatever differences you
and I might have. I am in Perfect agree-
ment with you on that point. They are
most involved.

Mr. COURT: As the Minister knows,
a very good reason exists for the agree-
ments having become so complex over a
period; and I feel some obligation to relate
briefly the early history concerning how
the original Hanwright agreement and the
subsequent amendments were negotiated.

When the Hainerslcy, Mount Newman,
and Goldsworthy agreements had been
signed and launched and the projects were
either in construction or, in some cases, in
operation, a great deal of agitation and
pressure was brought to bear on the Gov-
ernment of the day through the mass
media and other avenues, in connection
with other iron ore deposits. The problem
arose partly out of the closure of the Witte-
noomn asbestos mine and claims were made
that, given suitable iron ore areas, the
people most directly concerned-that Is,
Hancock and Wright-would be able to
produce a project which would be predom-
inantly Australian owned and would have a
very large processing component.

As a result of all these pressures, an
allocation of areas was made and out of
this grew the original Hanwright agree-
ment. However, it was not very tong after
that agreement had been negotiated that
Messrs. Hancock and Wright told the then
Government that they could not in their
o'vn right Proceed with the agreement in
its original form and they brought with
them the principals of Hamersley Iron who
were prepared to negotiate with the Gov-
ernment the basis of a complex of projects.
The Government felt it was in the Inter-
ests of getting things moving in the area
as it was quite obvious that without nego-
tiation with Hamersley Iron nothing would
happen under the original concept of the
Hanwright agreement. So we negotiated
an agreement which was eventually pre-
sented to the State Parliament.

when that agreement was presented t
complexitics wee explained because it was
not the easiest of agreements to negotiate
or explain. It really amounted to a series
of projects which would be developed in
logical progression.

The first of these, of course, was Para-
burdoo which for all practical purposes
became part of the Hamersley Iron agree-
ment. This left two other areas which, for
the sake of ease of reference, it is wise to
refer to as the Mount Bruce group and
the Wittenoomn group. It was understood
that this complex of companies would
develop and out of it would grow a number
of processing commitments and we would
have a very large-scale and desirable type
of Industry.

It was also understood that under the
guidance of Hamersley Iron they would
progressively join with other partners and
somehow or other we would be able to tie
this group of Projects in with a major
steel Processing industry. BY this meanis
we would have processing up to metallised
agglomerates and maybe steel in the
western State and we hoped then to have
a tie up with a major steel processing
Industry In the Eastern States. The name
of the steel industry then under discus-
sion was Ausi and, of course, Annco and
others were to be part of this complex. To
my mind this would have been a very
desirable development had It been able to
proceed on its original course.
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However, there have been some variations
in the thinking and general developments
in connection with these areas and, in fact,
the relationship of the various parties;
because about May, 1970, a series of events
occurred as a result of which, for all prac-
tical Purposes, Armco broke its association.
Then followed a series of unpleasant inci-
dents which were a worry to the previous
Government as well as to the present Goy-
erment.

It was originally thought that Han-
wright would have a minority interest In
one of the complex of companies, but later
it approached Hamersley and the Govern-
ment with a proposition through which it
hoped to develop a mine in the Wittenoom
area In its own right. It is important the
House should know this. The Idea was
that Hancock and Wright felt some em-
barrassmnent about the fact that they were
receiving royalties from iron-ore projects
being developed only as a result of other
people's efforts and they told Hamersley
Iron and myself, as the then Minister, that
they would like to have a mine in their own
right.

We accepted the sincerity of their ap-
proach and out of the discussion came a
negotiation which I believe was quite a
generous one so far as Hamersley Iron was
concerned. Its attitude was very helpful
and I believe the proposition agreed to by
them was one which was much more gen-
erous than one would normally expect
under the circumstances. However,' it was
not for us to question that aspect of the
negotiation and we were prepared to go
along with it. I must admit, though, that
at this stage an event occurred which
rather shattered the confidence of Hamers-
ley and the Government because, having
agreed to this idea in principle, we found
that Hanwright had, in fact, been negoti-
ating with B.H.P. for it to take over a sub-
stantial interest in the Wittonoom pro-
ject. This, of course, was quite a departure
and quite contrary to the proposal which
had been put to us and to Hamerstey by
the Hanwright people.

One can also imagine the embarrass-
ment of Haxnersley when one realises that
that organisation had virtually under-
written a substantial quantity of ore-if
I remember correctly, it was about
45,000,000 tons-over a period of years
which could be brought down by a Han-
wright railway to about the 103-mile Peg
on the Hamnersley railway and then be
taken down to Damipier and during this
transitional period would be exported
through the port of Dampier. As I under-
stand it, Dampier would, in fact,' for all
practical purposes, take over ore and the
property in the ore at that point of time
and assume the responsibility on an agreed
basis from that point onwards. It is true
that very few projects get the chance to
get off the ground on this basis, but this
was the nature of the negotiation and the
Government did not challenge it very

seriously. We reacted adversely, as Hain-
ersley did, when we found that the part-
ners were negotiating with someone else to
have a substantial interest.

It was not long afterwards that we found
they were also negotiating in Japan for
approximately 25 per cent. to be taken
over by the Japanese, and it became almost
farcical in the light of the original under-
standing and the concept in which the
arrangement was negotiated.

Nevertheless, in spite of all the criticism
levelled at myself and others, the Govern-
ment and Hamersley did not completely
withdraw from the proposition and pro-
ceeded to negotiate a formal agreement.
At that stage we had negotiated the mnain
terms of the agreement. That was the split
between what was generally known as the
Mount Bruce deposits on the one hand and
the Wittenoom deposits on the other hand
-the Mount Bruce deposits to go to the
subsidiary of Hainersicy Iron and the
others to go to the Hanwright project.

At that time an agreement would have
been signed had it not been for the fact
that the Hanwright partners sought from
the Government a variation of their areas.
The Mines Department had reasons for
not agreeing readily to these variations.
The department explained with good
reason that normally when variations of
these areas take place and new areas are
granted applications are called. There was
another complication with the areas in
connection with the national park. When
the original temporary reserves were
granted-if I remember correctly-the
national park had not been delineated but
was subsequently superimposed on these
areas. My understanding of the law is
that the existing temporary reserves were
protected but any variations or new ground
within the national Park were not, in fact,
protected. It was at that point there was
a change of Government and I understand
from Press comments there has been some
reaction in connection with the new areas
because they do impinge on the national
park.

To my mind there seemed good reasons
for relinquishing some of the areas which
the Partners wanted to relinquish In ex-
change for others, because tourist attrac-
tions would not be mined anyhow. No
Government of the day would allow vital
tourist attractions, such as gorges, to be
mined, no matter how rich they were in
iron, or other minerals. It was good sense
for some of these to be taken out.

I must admit I cannot follow the final
analysis of the new areas from the infor-
mation supplied by the Minister and his
colleague, the Minister for Mines. How-
ever, I do know that some of the original
areas which were to be dropped and others
taken In lieu would have been to the ad-
vantage of the area so far as tourist attrac-
tions were concerned. There was also some
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argument as to whether In fact the boun-
daries delineating the national park were
the best ones, having regard for the de-
sirability of mining taking place to the
optimum extent and, likewise, the national
park including areas which would have the
greatest benefit from the tourist, and
other, points of view.

I have never been completely knowledge-
able as to the reasons ror the national park
boundaries. 1 thought those concerned
would be trying to seek areas with a great
tourist potential and that such things as
gorges had to be protected. However, they
seem to want to include a comprehensive
selection of land which would give People
in the years to come some indication of the
type of land that existed in the area, not
only the gorge country. If my understand-
ing of the geography was correct, when I
last inspected the country some of it was,
in fact, country which did not represent
the original state of the land because it had
been used for a number of purposes. Much
of that country changes character very
quickly if it is used for pastoral and other
purposes. However, it is not my job to-
night to talk about the national park.

We are concerned about the areas con-
tained in the agreement which are now to
be a part of that agreement and, presum-
ably, because they are in a ratified agree-
ment, this will overcome any problems
that exist with the national park.

So far as the Mount Bruce agreement Is
concerned, I do not have anything further
to say because it includes the areas which
were originally Intended. It makes provi-
sion for some variation in expression and
control of certain things, such as water
and power, which the Government wants,
but I have no quarrel with this. I assume
the Government has considered that this
method of expression is the better one. It
seems to achieve approximately the same
result and no doubt the parties have been
in agreement; otherwise they would not
have signed.

This takes me to the other two agree-
ments, the Hamersley Range and the Wit-
tenoom agreement. I must admit I have
racked my brains to try to work out the
veibiage in the Haniersley Range agree-
ment and If any member of this House
can decipher the drafting of it, he is a
better man than I am. I have read the
explanation about the agreement and I be-
lieve I can roughly comprehend the reason
for this third agreement being ratified by
a third Bill.

The significance of it, I gather, is purely
a legal formality to overcome a situation
that developed once a start was made to
break up the agreements and express them
as two separate Projects. I think we will
leave that to the good graces of the legal
fraternity, but I have a funny feeling from
my own study that the parties involved
and the Government will have to get to-
gether some day and rethink, not with a

view to changing the objectives but to
getting this into a form beyond dispute
so far as meaning is concerned. I do not
think problems will occur if everyone
meets commitments dead on time, but I
can foresee problems for the Minister and
the parties concerned if one of the part-
ners in the venture does not meet his
commitments "spot on." Again, I do not
raise any quarrel with that, because it is
mainly a matter of law.

This brings me back to the third agree-
ment; namely the Wittenoomn agreement.
There are certain points on which I would
like the Minister to give us more informna-
tion. I wrote to him in the hope that we
could expedite the consideration of these
Bills by seeking an explanation of the
areas covered by the plan that has been
tabled. I was seeking, for the benefit of
myself and my colleagues, to identify, first
of all, the original areas which were
allotted and were the subject of subdivi-
sion between the Mount Bruce and the
Wittenoomn Projects. Secondly, I wanted to
identify the areas that were in dispute
with the Brand Government and finally, to
identify any additional areas which have
now been incorporated in the agreement.
The Minister has answered my letter but,
to be quite frank, neither from his letter
nor from the plans tabled can I identify
the division between the original area&--
the areas that were in dispute with the
Brand Government-and any additional
areas that have been included by the
Government.

I also cannot quite follow whether some
of the areas that were applied for as a
result of the invitations called on the 23rd
December, 1971, have been incorporated,
or whether some were applied for by other
People but have been reallocated to the
Wittenoom project. In his letter to me the
Minister apparently considered the Infor-
mation of a confidential nature. I want to
discuss it with him privately before this
Bill Is considered in another place to facili-
tate its passage there. Members of the
Opposition should understand what areas
are being incorporated and how they came
to be delineated In this agreement. The
Minister probably could not explain this
matter in discussion across the Chamber
except with a large scale map identification
of the areas. However, I hope he under-
stands I want to talk to him privately, if
he will be good enough, in order to facili-
tate the passage of this measure in an-
other Place. The Opposition has a re-
sponsibility, as has the Government,
clearly to understand exactly which areas
are involved.

I would like him to comment, too, in
view of the uncertainty which exists in the
Public mind on the complications in res-
pect of the national park. I would like to
know how they have been, or are proposed
to be, overcome. There seems to be some-
thing "in orbit" at this point of time. I
know the Wittenoom people reacted very
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sharply over the matter and it appeared
to me that something different had been
created by way of a national park and a
statement made by the National Parks
Board without full consideration of the
Government's objectives. If the Minister
can put this on record so that we know
exactly where we stand it will help.

The third point on which I want some
information from the Minister is why the
Wittenoom agreement has been drafted on
the basis that Ramersley is not a party to
it, when originally, to the best of my
knowledge, Hamerslcy Iron would have
been a party to all the agreements. It
struck me at the time that in view of the
subdivisions that were taking place, to
make sure there were no future arguments
between the parties all would have to be
signatories to the various agreements even
if one of the parties surrendered particular
areas. On this occasion we find the Wit-
tenoam agreement is signed only by the
Hanwright Partners and not by Hamereley
Iron. Doubtless the Minister can give us
an explanation of this.

The fourth point on which I would
like information is in connection with
Hamersley Iron's metaflised agglomerates
programme. This has changed completely,
I would suggest, as a result of the finding
of large quantities of natural gas off the
north-west coast. It would be interesting
-and I think important-for the Opposi-
tion to know what the Government has in
mind and what it has currently negotiated
with these people.

Perhaps I could be more specific about
these four points. Let me go back to the
first one: the original areas allocated which
were the subject of negotiation as to their
subdivision between Hamersley in the
Mount Bruce agreement and Hanwrlght in
the Wittenoom agreement. I want to try
to identify these and I think I have been
able to pick them up from the map the
Minister made available when he tabled
it in the Parliament. The problem is to
equate the areas that were under negotia-
tion with the Brand Government and any
additional or varied areas which the pre-
sent Government has given as part of this
agreement.

Also, I want to obtain some information
from the Minister in respect of areas that
may have been the subject of applications
by Hanwright and other parties following
the invitation of the 23rd December, 1971.
The Minister said, in his letter of the 30th
May-

The area referred to in the afore-
mentioned applications formed part of
the adjusted areas sought by Han-
wright in 1970. With certain deletions
negotiated by the State, the areas
delineated in red on the plan already
tabled were agreed to by Cabinet on
1st June, 1971, for inclusion in the
amended Iron Ore (Wittenoom) 1972
Agreement Bill.

Recent applications for land which
was not Crown land or reserve land,
and which, in this case, formed part of
the National Park, were not approved.

In answer to an earlier question he said-
There were two overlapping applica-

tions generally covering the area im-
mediately South of Mt. Bruce. It Is
not proposed to release details of these
applications.

In view of this agreement being submitted
at a time when these allocations have been
announced, the Government should have
felt some responsibility at least to make
these clear to the Opposition and the
public,

Mr. Graham: What Information do you
want?

Mr. COURT: I inform the Minister I
have been trying to interpret the map his
colleague tabled to find out the original
areas, the areas that were in dispute at
the time of the change of Government,
and any variations or different areas which
have been agreed to by the Present Gov'-
erment. I also want to know their impli-
cation in respect of areas applied for by
other People as a result of the invitation
of the 23rd December, 1971, the applica-
tions for which closed on the 18th February,
1972. Allocations have since been made.
There may be a simple explanation but at
the moment it seems impossible to follow,
From the Minister's answer to my second
question when he said it Is not proposed to
release details of these applications, I can
only assume there was conflict between the
areas in the agreement and the areas other
people applied for as a result of the Gov-
ernment's invitation.

Mr. Graham: It has been publicly stated
there are quite a number of overlapping
applications.

Mr. COURT: This is why we are entitled
to know. The Minister's letter of the 30th
May could imply that the Government
had already approved the areas in June,
1971, and yet, people were allowed to apply
for them.

Mr. Graham: No.
Mr. COURT: It is not necessarily a

matter of contention, it is a matter of our
knowing what we are agreeing to when
we let this agreement go through.

Mr. Graham: In June, 1971, the Gov-
ernment agreed to alterations in the areas
In the Interest not only of the mining
companies but also of the national parks.

Mr. COURT: Up to a. point that was
the intention of the argument going on
with the previous Government. But there
has been a variation again of those areas,
and that is why I want to know the reason
for the variations having been made. It
might be a. simple explanation In further-
ance of this point that we are discussing
across the Chamber.
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Mr. Graham: For the reason that there
will be no disadvantage to the company
and that there will be advantage to the
people of Western Australia.

Mr. COURT: That does not necessarily
follow from the lines drawn on the map
or from the other maps released by the
Minister. As I have Said, this does not
appear to be so. If the Minister or his col-
league can explain this to us it will save
a lot of time in another place.

Mr. Graham: I do not know how it can
be done.

Mr. COURT: Simply by someone who
understands the areas involved explaining
the variations in the boundaries and why
these have been made.

Mr. Graham: The honourable member is
welcome to call at the office of the Mines
Department where the plans are.

Mr. COURT: If the Minister will agree
to that it will suit me very well, apart
from which it will save a lot of time; and
when the Hill is in-troduced in another
place it will obviate a great deal of delay,
query, and uncertainty.

I have already raised the question of the
signatories to the agreement and no doubt
the Minister will have an answer to that.
I1 would now like to revert to the question
of metallised agglomerates. I raise this
matter because it might assist the Gov-
erment-and perhaps the Minister might
find it hard to appreciate that we do want
to assist the Government but, of course,
we have a sense of responsibility-if we
gave him a chance to explain the develop-
mnents that are taking Place at the moment
or otherwise in respect of metallised agglo-
merates. This is more important in the
Hamersley side of the deal because the
processing commitments will be under-
taken by the Mount Bruce, Paraburdoo, or
other Hamersley areas. Now that large
quantities of natural gas are available it Is
possible that the companies concerned
might want to switch from using the pro-
cess based on fuel coal to a process of
using indigenous natural gas. It is not
just a question, if my understanding of it
as a layman is correct, of saying "We are
going to use natural gas instead of fuel
coal." I understand if this is to be done it
will be necessary to re-think the design of
the plant and also the technology involved.
I would like to suggest to the Minister that
if this type of thing is under discussion a
delay of an extra year in getting those
concerned to meet their processing commit-
ments for metallised agglomerates, would
be comparatively unimportant when com-
pared with getting the very best thing done
in the interest of the State and its econ-
omy.

Obviously if we are to have used an
indigenous fuel which will produce a pro-
duct which I think will be a superior one,
a, little loss of time will be unimportant.
We would like to hear the Minister's
answer to this question.

If it does mean a conversion to the
local fuel, it is not a bad time for Par-
liament to be told, so that when an-
nouncements are made later they will be
understood in that context and not in-
terpreted as being a failure on somebody's
part to get something done on time.

Another point on which we would like
information is the stage that negotia-
tions have reached between Hanwright
and the Government on the development
of the Wittenoomn agreement, bearing in
mind that this is a signed agreement;
it is not one submitted for the approval
of the House and signing later.

Some of the notices should have been
given already and we want to know
whether extensions of time have been
granted and what progress has been made.
For example we would like to know what
progress has been made by the Government
in the studies of port locations and what
studies have been put to the Government
in respect of town locations and railway
locations.

Does the company still plan to hitch
onto the Hamersley railway temporarily
and use its port for the initial part of its
tonnage, or has it abandoned this con-
cept? We are also interested to hear
about the progress made in converting the
scree in the Wittenoomn area, which is
one way to get to grips with a lesser grade
ore, with a view to bringing it to a market-
able proposition.

According to our understanding pro-
gre-cs, will hnve been made? and I think it
is time to tell Parliament just what dis-
cussions have taken place.

I do not want to discuss this measure
in the context of a. number of other things
related to the Pilbara, because I think we
have made ourselves clear. We do not
like the conditions of the Rhodes Ridge
agreement and we feel that the agree-
ment has failed dismally in keeping up
with the conditions that obtain in 1972.
Processing commitments were not in keep-
ing with what one might expect in 1972,
especially with the natural gas available.
Royalties were only a token change from
the old royalties, in spite of the Govern-
ment's propaganda at election time and
its claim subsequent to the election and
the headlines in connection with the
Goldsworthy agreement and the Nimin-
garra projects.

For example, when we analyse it we
realise that the whole Goldsworthy royalty
exercise is part and parcel of an existing
Sentinel undertaking.

I referred to the fact that the Govern-
ment has made allocations of areas
recently, some of which impinge on this
particular project, judging from the Min-
ister's letter.

I cannot piece these allocations to-
gether in aL sensible way, but I do think
that in 12 months' time the Government
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will be sitting there with the biggest lot
of scrambled eggs we have ever seen, and
the effect which the Brand Government
tried to achieve in an attempt to retain
sensible control of these areas will have
been lost.

if the Minister can give us satisfactory
Information on these points to which I
have referred, and I claim are pertinent,
the Opposition will have no objection to
the Bills. The Minister might prefer to
cieal with them separately as we come to
the Bills in question, or alternatively he
can reply to the lot now and save time.

So far as the areas are concerned, I
will undertake to deal with whomever he
nominates so that I may be in a position
to tell my colleagues how these areas are
made up. This would facilitate the passage
of the Bill in another place.

We would like information concerning
the areas of the national parks and the
significance of those areas, and we would
also like information of the discussions
that have taken place in respect of con-
verting the metallised agglomerates from
the fuel coal process to an indigenous
natural gas Process and also progress with
scree ores.

Mr. Graham: What concerns you about
national parks?

Mr. COURT: My understanding was
that the areas under negotiation-that is,
negotiation between Hanwright and the
Brand Government-did in fact improve
the situation at the national parks. The
Minister will find my views on this re-
corded. For instance, advantage was taken
of a previously allocated sensitive tourist
area and it was therefore taken out of
mining altogether. The main problem was
that wher these boundaries arc juggled
with the national park area previously de-
lineated we inmnediately lose the protection
that existed. This brought a reaction from
the Ministers controlling national parks
and the Mines Department.

At that point I believe the changes
contemplated represented a reduction of
the area of 07 square miles--and I am now
speaking from memory-and mining cid in
fact improve the accessibility to the nat-
ional park so far as tourists were con-
cerned.

What did surprise me was that when
the changes in boundaries were announced
this triggered a. sharp reaction from the
National Parks Board.

Mr. Graham: That was only because
their attention was drawn to the situation.
Surely they could not complain if the
situation was improved, as it was.

Mr. COURT: I am merely seeking In-
formation from the Minister, because the
board knew what we were doing when we
negotiated this matter previously.

It was a sensitive Ministry on these
things, particularly at that point of time,
and there was plenty of time for the board

to react in connection with those areas
which we agreed should be for national
parks and those used for mining.

When the new areas were announced,
however, there was a public reaction from
the National Parks Board which brought
a public reaction from the people of Wit-
tenoom. It would be a great help if the
Minister could explain this position.

Mr. Graham: I cannot explain the atti-
tude of the National Trust. It has made
one shrill blast and has circularised mem-
bers, but I do not think the public Is con-
cerned.

Mr. COURT: Was it right or wrong?
Mr. Graham: I think it was wrong.
Mr, COURT: Why did it get excited

about this particular area? I take it that
the present allocation of areas continues
what we were previously negotiating; it
provides accessibility to the national park
so far as the tourist potential is concerned.

Mr. Graham: And it preserves certain
things beyond any doubt, because these
have now been excluded from mining areas.
They probably would not have been mined,
but they were in areas where theoretically
this could be done.

Mr. COURT: Were the boundaries of the
national park In fact changed and did this
bring about a complication?

Mr. Graham: I do not think the boun-
daries of the recreation area were changed.

Mr. COURT: The Minister realises that
the boundaries were superimposed on some
temporary reserves, and once that hap-
pened we had a situation where the exist-
Ing temporary reserves were Protected and
the areas outside of these temporary re-
serves could not be touched without
impinging on the national park.

We wanted to negotiate something
which was slightly different even though
we could not understand the resistance
when we were Improving the situation as
we saw it. It was then that we found
they were not interested In having only
gorges in areas like a national park, which
I should have thought would have been of
great aesthetic beauty and an attraction
to tourists.

Mr. Graham: This will be even more in-
teresting because there will be a type of
land that has been accepted, to say noth-
ing of the access roads and other benefits
which are provided to enable people to see
the wonders of the north.

Mr. COURT: I am not quarrelling with
that because it appeared that properly
controlled mining would have given ac-
cess to the national Park that was not
available previously. But when we talk
to People who are dedicated to national
parks and so on, It is not possible to reason
this way. The people concerned imagine
that when a mine is to be in operation in
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the area it will take over and engulf the
whole area. If there is controlled mining
in the area it will give access to the park
more than has ever been the case before.

I am not quarrelling with that aspect;
I am merely seeking Information as a
result of the number of People who have
been in touch with me after reading what
has appeared in the Press. I believe they
are uninformed as to the real reason. They
have got in touch with me to find out
why the National Trust Is objecting. For
some reason or other they seem to blame
me and not the Minister. I was going to
switch them on to the Minister, but charity
prevailed and I thought I should deal with
it in the proper place. If the Minister
could enlarge on the matter I would be
grateful.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Harman.

(Continued on page 1671.)

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOP-
KlENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with an

amendment.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNING
AUTHORITY BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 11th May.

MR1. LEWIS (Moore) E6.02 p.m.]; This
Bill has a rather long title. Amongst other
things, it is to establish an Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority. It is interest-
ing to reflect upon how the name of the
people whom this Bill sets out to help has
changed over the years. The first legisla-
ion on record was the Aboriginal Pro-

tection Act of 1886. Then we had the
Aboriginal Act of 1905, and the Aborigines
Act of 1911. Then In 1940 the name was
changed when the Native Administration
Act was introduced. The name "native"
was then adopted as a substitution for the
name "Aboriginal." Then in 1983 we had
the introduction of the Native Welfare
Act, which has applied up till now. This
Bill sets out again to change the name. I
suppose one could be reminded of the
famous playwright who said In one of his
plays that a rose by any other name would
smell as sweet.

The measure before us has 51 clauses.
It repeals the Native Welfare Act which
Itself repealed the previous Acts and re-
enacted them in a consolidated Act. The
measure also sets out to abolish the Native
Walf are Department which was set up
under the 1963 legislation. It proposes to
create an Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority, an Aboriginal Affairs Co-
ordinating Committee, an Aboriginal Mf-
fairs Advisory Council, and an Aboriginal
Lands Trust. So it sets out to accomplish

a number of major objectives. The Bill
then sets out to accomplish other inci-
dental matters such as providing for the
handling of assets of Aboriginal persons.
the establishment of an Aboriginal trading
fund, and the rights and protection of
certain Aborigines In court proceedings. It
also provides the power to make regula-
tIons.

The incidental and other purposes of
the Bill I have mentioned have been copied,
with some improvement in the legal
phraseology, from the Native Welfare Act
of 1963. I can say in short that I support
the Bill.

I turn now to cover the purposes of the
Bill in more detail. I refer firstly to that
portion which sets out to establish the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority. T'he
authority will be responsible for consulta-
tion, planning, and implementation of the
policy recommended to it by the co-ordi-
mating committee, the advisory council,
and the Minister himself from time to
time. This measure, like its kindred Bills
on the notice paper, is subject to minis-
terial control.

The present Commissioner and Deputy
commissioner of Native Welfare will
become respectively the Commissioner and
Deputy Commissioner for Aboriginal Plan-
ning. The staff of the present Native Wel-
fare Department will be apportioned
between the new Community Welfare
Department, which is the subject of another
Bill, and the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority. So far as I can see there will
be no diffculties in relation to the staff
because they will be fully employed and,
in the main, will deal with the same people
with whom they have been dealing for a
number of years and in regard to whom
they have become more or less expert in
their knowledge.

This measure, like the Aboriginal Heri-
tage Bill and the Community Welfare Bill,
has come to this Chamber from another
place. The Bills all received a most critical
analysts In another place and were the
subject of quite severe pruning. As a result
I think they are much more acceptable to
the Parliament.

The Aboriginal Affairs Co-ordinating
Comnmittee to bye created under this Bill
is a most important aspect of the measure
because it brings together in one committee
the heads of several departments of Gov-
ernment which are concerned in some
measure with the welfare of Aborigines.
I mention the Treasury Department-and
bear in mind that I am referring to the
heads of departments--the Public Health
Department, the Education Department,
the proposed Community Welfare Depart-
ment, and the State Housing Commission.

in the past, and I speak now from
personal experience, a great measure of
co-operation has existed between those
departments and the Native Welfare
Department. In fact, great co-operation
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has existed between the Native Welfare
Department and all other departments
which have been called upon to help it
in some measure. I mention in particular
the Education Department, and we also
received great co-operation from the State
Housing Commission although to a lesser
degree than that received from the Educa-
tion Department. Of course, the Treasury
Department has also co-operated because
finance is the lubricant which oils the
wheels of Government.

I san pa:7ticularly pleased to note that
under this proposal the heads of those
departments will be brought around the
table to confer together. I am particularly
pleased that the Under-Treasurer Is to be
included. It has been my experience that
no matter how one might bowl up proposals
to the Treasury, there is nothing like hay-
ig the head of the Treasury present to

hear of the problems at first hand and to
become conversant with them. I believe
that perhaps this will be the means of
more sympathetic treatment-financialy,
at any rate. This is a goad move and I
commend the Minister responsible for It.

I think at this time it Is pertinent to
point out the purposes of the integration
which this Bill proposes to foster. I will
quote from page 24 of a booklet entitled
Thinking About Australian Aboriginal Wel-
fare because its contents will remind us of
aL decision first made in Darwin in 1963
at one of the first Aboriginal Welfare Con-
ferences I attended, and referred to again
at a conference in Adelaide in 1965 when
the following statement on policy regard-
ing assimilation was made:-

The policy of assimilation seeks that
all persons of Aboriginal descent will
choose to obtain a similar manner and
standard of living to that of other
Australians and live as members of a
single Australian community-enjoy-
ing the same rights and privileges,
accepting the same responsibilities and
loyalties as other Australians.
Any special measures taken are re-
garded as temporary, not based on race,
but intended to meet their need for
special care and assistance, to make
the transition from one stage to ano-
ther In such a way as will be favourable
to their social, economic and political
advancement.
The aim in this State is to give Abo-
rigines the opportunity to 'assimilate'
or 'integrate' at their own pace or to
adopt an independent culture of their
own within the framework of our Pre-
sent society if they so wish.

Over the years I think generally that
policy has been followed. I believe that
the acceptance of Aborigines by the Aus-
tralian community is much greater now,
and people are more aware of the problems
associated with this 2.5 per cent.-roughly
speaking-of the total Western Australian
population. Western Australians are now

much more sympathetic to Aborigines than
they were, say, 10 or 15 years ago. I be-
lieve, too, that as a result of this greater
awareness of, and greater sympathy f or,
the cause of Aborigines there is a tendency
on the part of some Aborigines to take
advantage of the situation and to sit back
entirely without motivation of their own,
expecting everything to be placed in their
laps. The more we do for them the more
they seem to sit back and ask for more.
I emphasise that this attitude Is displayed
by some Aborigines only. I am well aware
of the fact that a great number of them
are really trying to improve themselves.

If at any time one despairs that
Aborigines will ever make progress, I would
recommend that one visits some of the
student hostels where one can see young
Aborigines who are attending secondary
school or who are apprenticed, adopting a
standard of life which is comparable with
our own. one can see how those people
live, and read the histories of those who
have gone on before them and are now
living in the ordinary community and hold-
ing down responsible Jobs. This is indeed
an encouraging feature,

As I have often said, probably Aborigines
may be likened to a mob of sheep which go
to the water trough on a summer after-
noon. Later in the afternoon the leader
and many of the other sheep straggle back
to the Paddock, but the weaker sheep
always hang around the trough. Some
Aborigines like to hang around the trougah.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Before the tea suspension
I was talking about the lack of responsi-
bility on the part of some natives whom
the legislation sets ouqt to serve; but, of
course, natives range from those who
are fully assimilated and are holding re-
sponsible positions such as school teachers,
nurses--In one case the matron of a hos-
pital--departmental officers, and qualified
tradesmen, down to the very Unsophisti-
cated Aborigines in the back blocks who
are content to walk around scantily clad
and carry a bundle of spears as part of
their everyday dress.

For that reason it is extremely difficult
for any Government or department to
frame a policy that will fairly serve the
interests of this great range of sophistica-
tion. The department is either doing too
much or not doing enough; or it is too slow
or too fast. It is impossible to satisfy every-
one. It all depends on the type of indi-
vidual whom the legislation sets out to
serve.

I know this gives rise to some dissatis-
faction. It stimulates the demonstrations
and the criticisms, and It gives rise to
people who talk about black power and
about taking militant action, and that sort
of thing. This is all nonsense. Now that
we have accomplished quite a high degree
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of sympathy for the Aboriginal Cause it
would be a, great pity to alienate the sym-
pathy of the community by having too
much talk about resorting to militarism
to get things done.

Mr. Graham: You mean militancy and
not militarism.

Mr. LEWIS: What did I say?

Mr. Graham: You mentioned militarism,
but I think you meant militancy.

Mr. LEWIS: Yes. This sort of thing
will destroy the cause of the Aborigines,
and It is not in their Interests to foster
such talk.

I have mentioned briefly that the Abori-
ginal Planning Authority will comprise the
Present Commissioner of Native Welfare
who will be the Commissioner for Abori-
ginal Planning, and the Deputy Commis-
sioner for Aboriginal Planning. Their
functions are set out in the legislation.
This is a little difficult to follow, because
the Bill deals with the powers and func-
tions of various committees, Then further
on it establishes these cominitees.

The functions of the authority are set
out in clause 12 which states--

12. The Authority is charged with
the duty of promoting the well-being
of persons of Aboriginal descent in
Western Australia and shall take Into
account the views of such persons as
expressed by their representatives.

In clause 13 the functions are detailed.
As I have said their functions are to con-
sult with other authorities and to imple-
ment the recommendations made from time
to time.

The co-ordinating committee which I
have referred to briefy will consist of the
heads of several departments. It will have
as its chairman the Commissioner for
Aboriginal Planning. There will also be on
this co-ordinating committee the Chair-
man of the Aboriginal Advisory Council.
That again is referred to further on in
the Bill.

Thle functions of the co-ordinating com-
mittee are set out in clause 19, and they
are dealt with solely in that clause. Be-
cause it has a particularly important place
in the legislation I think I should deal -with
it at same length. The clause states-

(3) The function of the Committee
Is to co-ordinate effectively the activi-
ties of all persons and bodies, cor-
porate or otherwise, providing or pro-
posing to provide service anid assist-
ance in relation to persons of Abori-
ginal descent.

The co-ordinating committee will consist
of representatives of the departments I
have mentioned-Treasury, Health, Edu-
cation, Community Welfare, and the State
Housing Commission.

Over the years a great deal of co-opera-
tion has been received from the Education
Department which, apart from the formal
education of Aboriginal children, also pro-
vides other forms of education for these
people. Looking at the last annuai report
of the Commissioner of Native Welfare
we find that the number of Aboriginal
children being educated by the Education
Department Is 5,540 in the primary sector,
and 1,470 in the secondary sector. That
Indicates that 21 per cent, of the school
children are receiving secondary education.
This is somewhat below the percentage
applying to the ordinary community,
which is around 31 Per cent. of the total
primary and secondary enrolmnents in both
State and non-State schools,

We find that this 21 per cent. is increas-
ing steadily. This is the percentage shown
in the 1971 report, but in the 1970 report
the figure Is shown at less than 20 per
cent. This illustrates that the percentage
is rising steadily.

In addition, 601 Aboriginal children are
receiving preschool education and 98 are
receiving tertiary and vocational educa-
tion. This is a woefully small percentage,
but it is rising steadily. There were also
3,360 Aborigines In the adult education
classes. So, apart from providing formal
education to Aboriginal children the Edu-
cation Department in its circulars to the
primary schools makes a feature of Abori-
ginal culture in Western Australia. These
circulars publish stories and Include pie-
tures of Aboriginal culture, and so pro-
mote respect for the Aboriginal Population.

We find that teachers who are required
to teach in schools which comprise in the
main Aboriginal children are given special
training. I had the pleasure of visiting
some of the very isolated places where
they were teaching the Aboriginal child-
ren; they might be 150 to 200 miles from
the nearest township.

Generally we find that a couple are
employed as two teachers in such isolated
places. They live amongst a strange and
isolated environment, and they have very
little opportunity for social contact with
their peers. We find they become very dedi-
cated to their job. I have a great admira-
tion for the teachers who are prepared
to spend two years in such isolated places,
and who sometimes seek permission to
remain longer than that period among
the Aborigines.

A fine job has been done in providing
adult education to the Aborigines, but a
great deal of tact had to be employed. I
am aware that cinema shows had to be
employed on the reserves for this Purpose-
They included a few cartoons, and
gradually some films to illustrate a better
standard of living were shown in the hope
that they might arouse the aspirations of
this class of people.
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Then there were the adult classes which
were held inside the schools, to enable the
adult Aborigines to see the school environ-
ment in which their children spent many
hours each day. I do not want to dwell on
this aspect too long.

We have the farm training centres at
Mogumber, Onowangerup, Tardun, and in
other places where these people are taught
farming and woololassing. Some of them
remain in fanning, but others go into
woolciassing and other trades. This illus-
trates what has been done by the Educa-
tion Department, in co-operation with the
Department of Native Welfare. We find
that the Education Department has pro-
vided a good service to the Aborigines, par-
ticularly in the outback centres of the
State. Behind all this is the need for much
more finance to be made available.

.r believe the State Housing Commission
was the first Government department to
provide houses for Aborigines. If my
memory serves me correctly the first houses
were erected in Narrogin by some well-
meaning people who rented them to the
Aborigines in the town. I feel certain that
was the first effort made by people outside
Government departments. The State Hous-
iag Commission followed with a house
which was referred to as Type 89. It
consisted of a central feature room-along
the lines of a seaside cottage-surrounded
by a verandah. The houses were unlined
and, generally speaking, were quite unsatis-
factory. I know that some Aborigines went
into those houses but they took little care
of themn.

Considerable progress has been made
since that time and the Housing Commis-
sion, in co-operation with the Native Wel-
fare Department, evolved a primary
transitional house. This type of house was
not up to the standard of the State Hous-
ing Commission houses. That particular
model was improved over the years and
eventually changed to Type 64. The
1964 version resembled a State Housing
Commission house but was of a more
modest type.

Then, of course, there came the con-
ventional house which was the same as
other houses which were available to
people who qualified for a State Housing
Commission home. Quite a number of these
houses were built and the 1971 report
gives the relevant details. Up to the 30th
June. 1971, there were 414 primary tran-
sitional homes; 293 standard transitional
homes; and 329 conventional homes.

The total of 1.036 homes is far below
the requirements but if we look back on
the record we will see that great progress
has been made in the Provision of hous-
ing. However, More money is required and
the Minister in charge of the Bill here-
and the Minister for Community Welfare
-know only too well that this is the
situation. I might say that I sympathise
with the Minister for Community Welfare.

I think he is a man with a great com-
passion for the Aboriginal people and I
am sure that if finance is made available
he will make some progress in providing
for the needs of those people.

The Native Welfare Department found
it necessary to embark on a housing pro-
gramme because it was found that some
People did not measure up to the stan-
dards required by the State Housing
Commission. in many cases the Aborigines
were not fully or permanently employed
and , therefore, were not able to pay the
rent required for State Housing Com-
mission homes. The department erected
quite a number of houses. However, I am
glad that the responsibility for housing
the Aborigines will now rest with the
State Housing Commission.

I am rather interested to know-and
perhaps the Minister will be able to advise
me when he replies-whether or not there
will be some form of rental concession for
the Aboriginal people under the new
policy. The Native welfare Department
considered that rental concessions were
necessary because many tenants went into
the houses with no possessions and no
furniture. I think the rent commenced at
$5 a week and it rose by $1 a week each
year. That concession allowed the people
to purchase amenities such as refriger-
ators.

The Aboriginal Advisory Council is also
set up by Statute under the provisions of
this Bill. I say. "by Statute" because we
had an Aboriginal Advisory Council which
was set up a few years ago in an effort
to communicate with the Aborigines. It
has been very difficult over the years to
find someone or some organisation to put
forward the views of the Aborigines. Field
officers did their best by meeting individ-
ual Aborigines but there was no co-ordin-
ated viewpoint.

The Aboriginal Advisory Council was
set up, I think, in 1969. The consultative
councils elected delegates to the Aborig-
inal Advisory Council. The State was
divided into six divisions, as it is under
the Native Welfare Department, and each
division returned one representative. The
Aboriginal Advisory Council comprised six
Aborigines, and six senior officers of the
Native Welfare Department. At its com-
mencement it was chaired by the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare but, very
soon afterwards, the council was asked to
elect its own chairman.

I notice that the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare will subdivide one of the
divisions so he will now have seven mnem-
bers chosen by the Aborigines themselves.
There will be two delegates from each
district and this will make a total of 14 in
all. Under the provisions in this Bill the
advisory council will have no members
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from the department. The advisory coun-
cil will discuss its problems, carry out its
own research, make recommendations, and
consider matters referred to it by the
Minister.

It is not set out in the Bill-nor do I
consider it is necessary to be set out-
that the Minister should receive a copy of
the minutes of the advisory council
meetings. I believe that if the Minister is
to keep abreast of what the people are
thinking, and the reasons behind their
thinking, it is necessary to provide him
with a copy of the minutes. I am referring
to the Aboriginal Advisory Council, and
not the consultative councils because the
recommendations of the consultative
councils will go to the advisory council
through the delegates.

I think the advisory council used to
meet three times a year, but now it is
destined to meet twice a year. The council
will consider recommendations, and make
further recommendations to the Planning
authority. I think it is essential that the
Minister should be kept advised of what
is being done.

I will now turn to the next purpose of
the Bill: the establishment of the Abori-
ginal Lands Trust. Clause 20 of the Bill
sets out the details of the trust. It will
consist of seven persons, all of Aboriginal
descent-including its Chairman. All mem-
bers are to be appointed by the Minister
for an indeterminate Period, not set down
in the Bill. The measure provides that a
majority of the seven persons is required
to make a decision, and I think that at
quorum is set down as at least half of the
members. So. unless there are four mem-
bers Present a decision will not be made.

There Is no provision for a casting vote
and one wonders what will happen if four
or six members are Present and there is
an even division of opinion. How will a
decision be reached because the Bill sets
out that a majority is required to make a
decision? Perhaps the Minister might
enlarge on that aspect when he replies.
Unless there is a majority, apparently the
members will not make a decision. I am
now referring to clause 21 (11) which reads
as follows:-

(11) Each member, including the
member presiding has a deliberative
vote only and, subject to the require-
ment that a quorum is present, all
questions shall be decided by a
majority.

Clause 23 sets out the Purpose of the trust
and reads as follows:-

23. Subject to this Act, the func-
tions of the Aboriginal Lands Trust
are-

(a) to carry out such of the func-
tions of the Authority as may
be delegated to the Trust
under section 24 of this Act,
or as the Minister may direct;

(b) to acquire and hold land,
whether in fee simple or other-
wise, and to use and manage
that land for the benefit of
Persons of Aboriginal descent;

(c) to ensure that the use and
management of the land held
by the Trust, or for which the
Trust is in any manner re-
sponsible. shall accord with
the wish of the Aboriginal in-
habitants of the area so far
as that can be ascertained and
is practicable;

(d) to consult, negotiate, enter
into financial arrangements,
contract, and to undertake or
administer projects, either
directly or in association with
other persons or bodies, as
may be necessary or desirable
for the development of the
land for which the Trust Is
responsible;

(e) generally, on behalf of and as
the corporate entity represent-
ing the interests of the
Aboriginal inhabitants of the
area to which the matter
relates, to take, instigate or
support any action that may
be required to ensure the
most beneficial use of the land.

I repeat: This Bill has received very close
scrutiny in the Legislative Council and has
been heavily pruned. As a result, like
a tree which is heavily pruned, it will
Provide better and more palatable fruit.

The lands trust will have vested in it
certain large reserves now held by Abori-
gines and I see no fault with this provision.
However, I doubt very much whether it
will be more than a psychological benefit
to most of the Aborigines in this State.
A tremendous sum of money will be re-
quired to develop the reserves to an
economic state,

Not so very long ago-during the last
year or so-the previous Government em-
ployed a firm of consultants to inquire Into
the economic possibilities of the Warburton
Range and the great reserves which that
range contains. The survey was paid for
by the Commonwealth Government.

I am now speaking from memory, which
does seem to fail me now and then, but I
think the report was to the effect that the
hopes for employment in that area rested
mainly with mining development. Mining
development was very tentative. Certainly,
some exploration work was being carried
out but in the main the ventures turned
out not to be "goers."

The report of the consultants went on
to say that if the road from Laverton to
Ayers Rock were improved and made an
all-weather road-bearing in mind that It
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is 385 miles from Laverton to Warburton
-it would attract tourists, and the
Aborigines at Warburton Range could be
used as tourist guides as well as selling
artifacts and so on. One can judge from
that that the prospects for employment
are not very great. It is not cattle country
and it has a very poor rainfall. The aver-
age rainfall is about three inches.

Mr. T. D. Evans: At this time in oulr
history the rainfall has been much less
than that.

Mr. LEWIS: That could well be so. These
people are fairly primitive. They have
lived in the area for many years. They
roam into South Australia and move back
again. They obtain water and food when
they go into the mission. There is not much
for them to do. I doubt very much
whether the gesture of giving the land
to an Aboriginal trust for them to manage
themselves will do anything more than
give them a psychological incentive.

However, there are other places. At
Yandlyarra there is a group of nativcs who
have developed the area as cattle country.
They have been helped with some finance.
It was not necessary to make this land
over to a trust. To all intents and pur-
poses, they are the owners of the land.
I do not think the fact that the land is
not theirs, in fact, has in any way in-
hibited their activities in developing a
cattle station.

In my view, there is nothing contro-
versial about handing over some of these
reserves to the trust. This was done in
South Australia but, beyond passing an
Act of Parliament which set upo a trust
and made certain lands over to it, no great
benefit has resulted simply because finance
has not been available for pouring into
such places, even if it were considered
they had some future.

In my view, this is one of the lesser parts
of the Bill. I believe the more positive
part of the Bill is the setting up of the
co-ordinating committee and the Abor-
iginal Advisory Council which will tender
advice. This will provide a means of com-
munication, with the Aborigines being the
spokesmen for their own people. The
council will have difficulties because the
types of people vary between Wyndham
and Eucla. No doubt there will be differ-
ences of opinion as to what should be
done. Nevertheless, the council will pro-
vide a means of communication, planning,
and advice.

The Bill provides that the heads of the
departments, with ministerial authority,
can delegate deputies to represent them on
the co-ordinating committee that will be
set up under the Act. I hope that at
least in the early stages the co-ordinating
committee will have sitting around Its table

representatives of the severs! departments
and the Under-Treasurer himself, who
could provide valuable help to the corn-
mittee.

The trading fund set up under the pre-
vious legislation will continue. In that
respect, I suggest that the Minister for
Community Welfare considers visiting New
Guinea and, perhaps, New Zealand, in
company with the head of his department.
I visited New Guinea last year and I am
sorry I did not go there a few years ago.
I found the people in New Guinea are in
many cases just as primitive as some of
the Australian Aborigines, They are being
taught some of the arts by white people.
They were importing bales of unscoured
wool from Australia, spinning it into yarn,
and making blankets and many other
items. I bought a straw hat there and
learnt that they are selling those hats to
tourists like hot cakes. I was told that
at shows such as that held at Mt. Hage-
randat, Gorolca, they Completely sell out
of straw bats; they cannot make enough
of them. Some of the skills they practice
are their own and they are taught others.
Perhaps more of this could be done for our
Aborigines.

The Maoris In New Zealand are gener-
auly recognised as being more sophisticated
than the Australian Aborigines. The Maoris
are being taught by Europeans such skills
as wood carving. Their wood carving
has to he seen to be believed. Our
Aborigines carve artifacts-boomerangs,
spears, and so on-but I think this could
be developed much further. They will
derive the greatest satisfaction from work-
ing and doing things for themselves. I
think we can take the view that the only
person who can do anything for the
Aborigine is himself, perhaps by sweat and
tears in some cases; but there is dignity
in labour and they will derive great satis-
faction from doing something for them-
selves. By this means they will achieve
self-respect, which will promote the re-
spect of the rest of the community.

I think the Aborigines must be stiu-
lated to motivate themselves a little more.
Those who have done so have gone for-
ward. Some encouragement must be given,
and we must help the handicapped. That
will be dealt with in the community wel-
fare legislation. However, the Aborigines
are not alone in their problems. I have
the report of the Maori and Island Affairs
Department in New Zealand for the year
ended the 31st March. 1971. In a fore-
word the Minister of that department
says-

There is no need to wait for the new
census to show us where Maoris and
Pacific Islanders are. They are in the
towns and cities of New Zealand and
Particularly in some of the extensive
lower income suburbs of Auckland and
Wellington. Into these areas have
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come the Maort from his rural home MVR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [8.13
district and the Pacific Polynesian
from his island. Here they live, most
commonly with large families and
modest incomes. They find difficulty
in fitting into the urban community
for a variety of reasons and despite
help from the churches, private organi-
sations, community service groups,' and
more than one Government depart-
ment, they have Problems which do
not confront their European neigh-
bours and of which those neighbours
are too often unaware.

As the children of these immigrants
to the towns grow up in their very
considerable numbers, it Is clear that
they also have problems of adjust-
ment, difficulties in education, in em-
ployment. and generally in the com-
munity. These problems are already
being experienced and if they are not
to become intolerable and out of pro-
portion, considerably more work has
to be done.

I think those words sum up the situation
in Western Australia.

The Minister and the various authorities
that will be set up under this Bill will face
a long task-much longer than many
People think-but we wish them well. It Is
impossible to change the nature of people
overnight. These people have a culture
that goes back 39,000 years, according to
some authorities. That is a long time.
Their traditions, mnyths, and legends have
been Passed on by word of mouth. They
have been remembered and Practised, and
they are still being practised. Many of
these people wonder why they should
transfer from their culture, under which
they were very happy, to ours. When we
read the headlines In the newspapers, we
cannot blame them for not wanting to
transfer from their own culture.

pi.m.): I did not intend to speak on this
Bill but, on reading through the measure
while the Previous speaker was on his feet,
I found a couple of aspects which per-
turbed me.

When the Minister in another place
introduced the Bill, he stated, among other
things--

The Bill repeals the Native Welfare
Act as a preliminary step to absorbing
the welfare activities of the Native
Welfare Department into a new and
more comprehensive department to be
known as the Department of Com-
munity Welfare.

In other words, we will repeal the Native
Welfare Act, rationalise all our welfare
services, and combine them under one de-
partment. In doing so, we will create one
great monolithic organisation, and any
monolithic organisation of this kind has in-
herent dangers.

In this State social welfare work is in a
very immature stage of development. in
the course of one visit to a home, a com-
petent social worker can probably elicit
more information from a person than the
friends of that person have obtained over
many years. Social workers are trained
to do this,

Much of this information Is of a highly
confidential nature and relates to the
family life of the individual, including
marital relationships, the state of his
finances, and medical history. If this legis-
lation is Passed, all this information will
be collated under the one roof-a mono-
lithic organisation to be known as the
Department of Community Welfare. This
Is an extraordinarily undesirable aspect of
a department of this kind. Possibly nearly
every family in Western Australia could
be affected in some way.

The policy of civilisation is not to force For Instance, one of the Ministers of the
them in any way, but if they wish to go present Government may have a son who
forward into our order of society they will is a juvenile delinquent, or a member of
have the privileges and opportunities it the family who is mentally affected. An-
offers and they must also carry the obli- other Minister may have a sister who is a
gations and the responsibilities. I think deserted wife, All this information will be
that aspect is not sufficiently taught. We collected by this organisation. A social
must tell them, "As you go along the hard worker is trained to elicit as much Infor-
road, on which You will stub your toes mation as possible, and the information
many times, you must accept the responsi- will be stored at the Department of Com-
bilities that go with it." if they do that- munity Welfare.
and many of them have already done so
-they will reach the end of the Journey The Director of the Department of Comn-
with a great deal of satisfaction, knowing munity Welfare will be a man to be feared
they have arrived there as a result of the in our community. He will have access to
efforts they have made themselves, not as this Information and the department will
a result of having been dragged by the be very much similar to the gestapo in
hand along the road. I think we have Germany Prior to the war or the secret
reached the stage where it is up to the police in Russia. Similarly a filing clerk
Aborigines In Western Australia to help""tould have access to this informuation and
themselves. Although we may help them, a person could not afford to make an
they must play their part. I wish the enemy of the employees of the new de-
Minister well and support the legislation. partment.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: With all due respect
to the honourable member, whose interest
and great knowledge of this subject Is un-
doubted, I suggest that his remarks are
directed to the wrong Bill.

Mr. GRAYflEN: I appreciate that, but
this Bill will repeal the Native Welfare
Act. The Act has been amended many
times but its provisions have worked very
successfully.

The Government now intends to repeal
the Native Welfare Act and institute the
Department of Community Welfare. There-
fore, I am taking this opportunity to Point
out a situation which may materialise, and
I feel this is the time to make comments
about the Bill which will replace the
Native Welfare Act.

A recent visitor to Western Australia,
Mr. Hamipden, a senior lecturer in political
science at the Birmingham University.
warned that similar organisations had al-
ready been instituted in Great Britain and
had failed. He referred to the social service
departments in Great Britain as being
monolithic, and he said they had been a
failure for three main reasons. Firstly, we
are living in an age of specialisation and
this applies also to social workers; secondly,
conflicting personal interests arise within
these departments: and, thirdly, it was
very difficult to find an effective system of
administration. In some cases in Great
Britain teams of social workers are set up
and based on local authorities, and this
approach to the problem has been
extremely successful.

I would like to stress that there are
dangers in abolishing the Native Welfare
Act and replacing it with the Department
of Community Welfare and I sincerely
hope the Government is aware of these
dangers. If the Government had seriously
studied the system In Great Britain, I feel
it would be very cautious in proceeding
with these plans. The combining of various
sections of social work in a large organisa-
tion has proved unsuccessful in Great
Britain. However, teams of social workers
operating under the control of local autho-
rities have proved highly successful.

As the Minister says, this is probably
not the stage at which to bring the matter
up. However, I feel it is relevant because
of the foregoing reasons. Personally I
would prefer the Native Welfare Depart-
ment to operate as the Department of
Community Welfare. It could then accept
the responsibility for all welfare work in
the country. The Department of Native
Welfare occupies a large building and has
a very competent staff. With the addition
of a few employees it could take over the
additional work. The Child Welfare
Department would concentrate on child
welfare with Particular emphasis on the
welfare of Aboriginal children throughout
the State.

This would be a far more attractive
proposition than the amalgamation of all
welfare work Into the Department of Comn-

munity Welfare. Naturally we would have
to restrict the activities of the Child Wel-
fare Department, but we could ensure that
it had the control of foster placements and
adoptions and youth organisation work.
It would also look after Aboriginal child-
ren throughout the country.

At the Present time the Child Welfare
Department has a corrections section
with a detention and parole branch. This
could probably be placed under the
administritlon of the Department of Cor-
rection. My suggestion would be infinitely
more Preferable to the department con-
templated by the Government.

Earlier this evening we debated another
Bill which concerned local authorities, but
I would like to emphasise that the experi-
ence in Great Britain has proved that
teams of social workers operating through
the local authorities are very successful.
If the Department of Community Welfare
is established, I hope the expectations of
the Government will materialise because
this department will have to perform a very
important function as there is a tremen-
dous amount of social work necessary to be
done throughout Western Australia. I again
emphasise that from my point of view the
Government is approaching the problem
from the wrong angle. However. I sincerely
hope the new department will come up to
its expectations. The detailed provisions
of this Bill are not controversial and I
therefore do not intend to speak at length.
I merely wished to take this opportunity
to express my point of view in respect of
the two aspects to which I have referred.

MR. RUNCIMIAN (Murray) [8.26 p.m.];
I believe this measure is a step forward in
the advancement of Aborigines in this
State, and as such I welcome and support
Lt. The Native Welfare Department is to
be abolished and replaced by the Depart-
ment of Community Welfare. An Abor-
iginal Planning Authority and an Aborig-
Inal Affairs Co-ordinating Committee are
to be set up to link the various depart-
ments which will be involved. The Aborig-
inal Advisory Council will be composed of
Aborigines and the authority will give
consideration to the views of that council.
I sincerely hope members of the council
will have the opportunity to participate In
decision making as well as performing the
functions of an advisory council.

An Aboriginal Lands Trust will be set up
and this will be composed of seven Abor -
iginal members. This trust will have the
control of large Aboriginal reserves.

I am very pleased that we will be de-
leting the expression "native welfare" and
the emphasis will now be on advancement.
We are now giving more thought and con-
sideration to Aboriginal advancement. The
expression "native welfare" brings to mind
thoughts of poverty and ill-health. We
wish to see advancement within the Abor-
iginal community. I am very Pleased to
see that the Aborigines themselves will
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play a greater part in deciding their own
affairs within the community. In the past
Aboriginal affairs have been controlled by
the white community and the white com-
munity has stressed its views rather than
obtaining an expression of opinion from
the Aboriginal community. This is one of
the very good features of this legislation.

A great need exists for more education
from kindergarten to secondary school
and adult education level. I would like
particularly to see the parents taking a
greater Interest in their children's efforts
at school. It has been my experience that
the native children obtain very little co-
operation from their parents in this regard.

I am also very disappointed to find that
the native children do not patronise the
youth clubs, BOY Scouts, and kindred
organisations in my area. Aborigines are
fairly shy and very sensitive and the white
community would like to encourage and
help the children in these pursuits. How-
ever, we are not making much progress
in this regard. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has taken an interest and is pre-
pared to assist in the setting up of
community centres in different parts of
the State provided some local funds can
be raised.

The Commonwealth Government is pre-
pared to come in with a considerable
amount of money to set up a community
centre which will belong completely to
the Aborigines of the area. It will be a
hall in which they can meet. They will
have their own library, their own shop,
and basketball courts and recre-
ation facilities. They will be able
to meet in that hall with the knowledge
that it belongs to them. I think this is
most important. I know there are same
People in our community who adopt the
attitude of, "Well, this is not assimilation,"
but I believe that such a move would
gradually develop into, or create, assimi-
lation. I believe that Aboriginal people
who go along to community centres such
as this one will be able to gravitate from
them and integrate with the European
community, because they will have created
more confidence in themselves.

I know we often read of the effect that
drink has on these people in many in-
stances when they attend dances and
similar functions. Recently, in my area,
I attended a cabaret or dance that was
being conducted by white people. I left
the hall about 11.00 p.m. I knew there
was a dance being held by Aborigines in
the area and I decided to attend this
function. When I arrived there about
midnight I saw these people thoroughly
enjoying themselves. The only difference
between the cabaret I had left and the
dance conducted by the Aborigines was
that the Aborigines, in the main, were
accompanied by their children. it was
something like a fancy dress ball. They
were extremely happy and they were

thoroughly enjoying themselves. When I
left the hall some time after midnight I
really appreciated the pleasure and hap-
piness the Aborigines were deriving from
the function.

It is true that some of them had had
too much to drink, but the same could be
said of the white People who had attended
the cabaret at which I was present earlier
in the evening. I saw nothing untoward
In the behaviour of the Aborigines at their
function, and I was Pleased to see this.
Therefore if an Aboriginal community
centre can be established in Pinjarra it
will be Of immense benefit to the Aborig-
ines and the district generally, and it will
give them something to live for.

In many respects it will represent a
challenge to them. I know we all depre-
cate the fact that these people often walk
up and down the streets with nothing to
do, but I feel sure that much of the mis-
chief and trouble they get into from time
to time is due to boredom; they do not
know what to do with themselves. I think
the same could apply to many white people.
Many of us could get into strife when we
have nothing to do.

Reference is often made to the effect of
alcohol on Aborigines, and we know that
tils is one of the worst features of Abori-
ginal life. We must admit, of course, that
white People often drink to excess as well,
but I have never found so many women in
a community who drink as much as the
AbOriginal women do. It is bad enoujgh, to
see the Aboriginal men under the Influ-
ence of liquor, but when one witnesses
many Aboriginal women under the Influ-
ence of liquor it is something to be de-
plored.

The other day I was pleased to hear
over the news media that the Aboriginal
people themselves are well aware of this
problem, and intend to make a determined
effort to overcome it. I think, perhaps,
they may be able to do this and we should
give them all the assistance we can to help
them control their behaviour when they
are introduced to intoxicating liquor.

It is a very heartening sign that over
the past few years many Aborigines who
have made good in various spheres, return
to their local districts to take an interest
in their own people. This has not always
been the case, but in recent Years there
is no doubt that many Aborigines are
taking an interest in their own people
and are trying to do something that will
benefit them. It is no great burden trying
to help somebody who is anxious to im-
prove himself. When such co-operation is
not forthcoming the task is very difficult
indeed.

Members of the white community can-
not be blamed entirely for the fact that
Aborigines have not made greater advance-
ment, because in many instances white
People have tried extremely hard to help
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Aborigines in their own district. I have
employed Aborigines time and time again
over a period of years and I have found
some very fine people among them, but
unfortunately in many instances they fail
to came up to expectations. However, if
they co-operate to a greater extent with
the white community by endeavouring to
accept some responsibility within our
society, I believe that this so-called Abort-
ginal problem will gradually be solved.

In fact, I do not think we should look
upon it as a problem. I think it Is a
question of everybody in the community
taking a greater interest in Aboriginal
advancement than we do now. There is
a great deal of apathy in the white com-
munity. Some people really try to help
the Aborigines, but there are others who
merely write about the problem but do
nothing other than that. They arc not
prepared to do something practical as
many in the country areas have done from
time to time. All members of the white
community should make themselves more
acquainted with Aboriginal conditions in
an endeavour to assist these people.

Housing is an extremely important
question. I am aware that about 12 years
ago the Native Welfare Department built
some transitional homes In PlnJarra.
Initially this appeared to be a very sound
Move. The homes were made of in-
destructible material. They were not the
best, but they represented a plan to get
people who had never lived in any kind of
home to appreciate living in one and to
get used to living under such conditions.
At the time I was a member of a native
welfare committee in the area and we in-
vited Mr. Paul Hasluck, as he was then,
to visit the area. At that time he
was Minister for the Interior. He insioected
these homes that had been erected on aL
native reserve and afterwards he said.
"isj is a good start, but it I return in 10
years' time to find these homes still here
and the Aboroginal peonle still occupyingy
thom, you can say that the project has
failed."

This Is exactly what has happened.
Those homes still exist and some of the
original occupants still live in them. in
the township of PinJarra itself there are
only two or three homes to which Abori-
gines have gravitated from the reserve.
This is not an isolated case. This lack of
ororTress is% true in relation to other parts
of the State. Therefore, the lack of
decent housingz Is extremely Important, be-
cause of the added handicap imposed on
young Aboriginal children who compete
with white children at school. We are try-
ingZ to educate them and bring them up to
the same level as white people, but even-
tually they return to the environment
from whence they came and as a result
their future is greatly handicapped. This
is one of those circumstances that tends
to retard the advancement of the Aborig-
inal people.

I said before that some of these young
Aborigines are not taking Part in youth
activities, and do not became members of
youth organisations, and there is no reason
why they cannot. I know that many of
them have become good sportsmen and
sportswomen and, in fact, some of them
have excelled in sport. However, when
this does occur Somebody often takes an
interest in them and takes them away
from their original environment and in
many instances they make good in some
other sphere. This proves that there are
greater possibilities for young Aborigines
along these lines.

It is pleasing to know that, in recent
years, greater opportunities of employment
have been offered to Aborigines. Many
Government departments, the Railways
Department, mining companies, and others
have been able to provide employment for
young Aborigines. Perhaps their own
Aboriginal council might encourage them
to remain permanently in the positions
they obtain, because there is far too much
absenteeism among them. This is a prob-
lem which perhaps the Aboriginal council
may be able to solve. I think we should
endeavour, as far as possible, to foster the
employment of Aborigines in our local
industries, because It is understandable
that many of them whose people have lived,
perhaps, for generations within a certain
area, would not be prepared to leave that
area even though it means that they could
obtain a position somewhere else and have
a better home to live in.

I have been able to get some Aborigines
emplnymsnt in F'remantle and homes in
Coolbellup, but others have said to me, "I
was born in this area and I am prepared
to stay here and live on social service
benefits rather than leave this district."
Therefore the fostering of Aboriginal em-
ploymnent in local industries is something
we should encourage as far as possible.
Fortunately, in the Mandurah area, an
industry in the cutting of bean sticks has
developed. About a dozen young Aborigines
are employed on this work. There is a big
demand for bean sticks by market gard-
eners throughout the State, as far up as
Carnarvon. Also crayfishermen make use
of these sticks In the manufacture of their
Cray pots. An important industry is now
being built up in the Mandurah area, em-
ploying only Aborigines.

The industry is being conducted by two
Aborigines who employ this labour, and if
they can maintain this development I
think they will be successful in creating
a Profitable industry.

The Bill before us proposes to establish
a number of committees. However, I feel
they will not make the progress we hope
will tak2! place if they are not granted
sufficient finance. This is a most import-
anit aspect. The member f or Swan who was
Minister for Native Welfare for manY
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years did his utmost for the welfare of the
Aboriginal people, but he did not have
sufficient money to do all he wished. His
successor also did an extremely good job
but I hope the Minister for Community
Welfare will be able to obtain more money
from the Commonwealth, and that the
State itself will give higher priority to
Aboriginal welfare than it has done in the
past. If financial assistance from the
Commonwealth Government cannot be
obtained, the State Government should be
prepared to make available funds that
will provide various items which will be of
benefit to the Aboriginal people in this
State.

As I said earlier, it is pleasing to
see so many of our Aborigines taking
a real and genuine interest in their own
conditions and expressing a desire to
improve themselves and their environment.
If they continue to show this interest,
and they are granted sufficient finance,
I believe it will represent a very important
step In the advancement of the Aboriginal
people in this State. This is what we all
genuinely want to see.

I am sorry to hear any suggestion of
black power and that kind of thing
among the Aboriginal people of Western
Australia, because I do not think talking
in this manner will prove to be of any
benefit to them. I would like to see them
working in a co-operative way to develop
goodwill throughout our community. I
must admit that a large percentage of the
white community do not take any interest
In this problem. They are completely
apathetic in regard to it. They leave the
work to be performed by someone else;
they leave it to the Government and a few
other people to do everything for the
Aborigines. The white community itself
must play its part and, if it does so, I
believe the problem associated with Abo-
rigines at present will gradually be resolved.
Like the former Minister for Native Wel-
fare, I give this Bill my blessing.

MR. WV. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [8.45
p.m.]: I do not entirely agree with the
member for Murray that this Bill is a dis-
tinct step forward. I believe that the
measure could be a distinct step forward
but, on its own, it will do nothing. It may
form the foundation for progress, but the
Bill itself will be of no value unless the
right people administer it.

At the moment we have a Native Wel-
fare Department which employs many
dedicated officers who give much time and
energy to their work. However, they are
not always appreciated by those for whom
they are working. In that respect I do not
mean the Minister, but the Aboriginal
People themselves. They do not appreciate
the officers as much as they should.

If any success is to be achieved under
the Bill then co-operation must be the
order of the day. I agree that the gradual
amalgamation of the departments should

take place; whether or not it is too early
to attempt this at the moment I do not
know, but certainly the amalgamation
must take place at some time. I certainly
hope that time does not prove that the
step has been taken too soon, but that
success will be achieved under the Bill.

A great deal of stress has been placed
on housing for Aborigines. I firmly believe
this is an important aspect. However, the
provision of housing is not all that is
necessary because the mere provision of a
house by the department does not make a
home. An inspection of houses occupied
by natives would reveal that many of them
are not homes at all. The houses are not
looked after and many of the facilities are
damaged. In order to make the scheme a
success guidance should be offered so that
the Aborigines can make their houses into
homes.

I know that we have the sisters from
the Public Health Department as well as
social workers and homemakers working
among the Aboriginal People and they are
doing excellent work. However, thle Abori-
gines do not always take enough notice of
the advice and help given them. This is
why I have reservations as to the possible
success of the legislation. It can be a suc-
cess and a definite starting point if the
necessary advice is given, but what is
equally important, is that the advice must
be heeded.

When the present Deputy Premier was
Minister for Housing I was the President
of the Narrogin District Native Conci
which conceived the idea of providing
housing for Aborigines. This subject has
already been mentioned by the member
for Moore. The accommodation proVided
at that time consisted of some small huts
away from the reserves, and it was decided
that this accommodation should be Imi-
Proved and that an experimental type of
house should be provided. The idea was
that an Aboriginal family should live In a
house for six months during which time it
would learn how to use and share the faci-
lities available. Not many facilities were
Provided, but there were certainly enough
to enable the Aborigines to commence to
learn.

The idea was that when a family became
adjusted to living in the accommodation
provided, it would move into a State Hous-
ing Commission home. We were very
optimistic about the scheme at that time.
We approached the then Minister, now the
Deputy Premier, who was impressed with
the idea and out of his money bag he
pulled a few pounds which was a help and
was appreciated at the time. He could
never provide enough, of course, but it was
certainly a help. Nevertheless, no scheme
can work without the co-operation of all
concerned. We could have erected a house
and just moved an Aboriginal family Into
it, but this was not the way the scheme
worked. We arranged working bees and
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the Aboriginal people themselves were
invited to join in the working bees. This
put the whole scheme on a community
basis and It was a success.

Much water has run under the bridge
since that time, but the original scheme
certainly started the ball rolling because
the Housing Commission then decided to
erect the No. 79 house, which we know
had disastrous results. Of course, it is all
right to view these matters with hindsight.
At the time the No. 79 house certainly
seemed a good one.

When the Housing Commission became
interested In accommodation for Aborigi-
nes, the Native Welfare Department
decided it would take an interest too, and
so the project developed. However, I
emphasise the fact that the starting point
was the four houses built under a mutual
arrangement with the Aborigines actually
taking a physical part, with some help from
the Minister for Housing at the time. How-
ever, the scheme was a success only because
of the effort put into it and the determina-
tion by the Aborigines themselves tW make
homes of the houses. This is why I state
that unless this same attitude of co-opera-
tion exists on the part of all those con-
cerned under this Bill, it will be worth
nothing.

Mr. Graham: What was the total upshot
of that experiment?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The houses are
still in existence and are occupied by Abo-
rigines at the present time.

Mr. Graham: Have many Aborigines
passed through them? About what per-
centage of success has been achieved?)

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Originally the
percentage of success was high because
those chosen to occupy the houses were
worthy of the choice. They eventually
qualified for a State Housing Commission
home and so they were replaced In the
experimental homes by others whose
behaviour was only fair. Some of those pro-
gressed to a State Housing Commission
home while others went back to their old
way of living. When that group was
repiaced again we were left with those who
were perhaps not really worthy of being
accommodated and they certainly took very
little interest in the project. This is where
the plan began to be less successful. How-
ever, the realism of the scheme was evi-
dent to both the community and the Abo-
rginal people themselves and it was a
starting point for the whoie housing pro-
gramme which has been brought into
being.

Mr. Graham: The member for Narrogin
deserves some commendation for the com-
mencement of the scheme.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I did have a lot
to do with it, which is why I remember
it so well. We must do something along
similar lines under this Bill. The only

reason the proposal under this legislation
will fail Is as a result of lack of interest
on the part of the Aborigines themselves.
If they will not take an interest In the
project, it will not be successful. This is
the human side of the problem which is
most important.

Under the Bill an authority is to be
established, one of the functions of which
will be to provide for co-operation with
persons of Aboriginal descent. One of Its
other functions is to promote the oppor-
tunity for the involvement of persons of
Aboriginal descent. I am trying to em-
phasise that they must be involved, Ser-
vices and facilities provided free of charge
are of no value to anyone; but if they are
earned of a person's own volition they are
appreciated.

The idea of the legislation is to foster
the involvement of those of Aboriginal
descent in their own enterprises. These
provisions will work if they are carried out
in the right spirit and with the co-opera-
tion of the Aborigines themselves. It is in
this respect the Aboriginal Advisory Coun-
cil will be of value. I am not too sure how
successful the council will be, because its
success will depend entirely on those
selected. I do not suppose any other de-
partmental activity in the State or, for
that matter, in the Commonwealth, is ad-
vised by a committee composed of those It
is designed to help. I cannot think of one.

However, I agree that with Aborigines
we must be different and we must bring
out the best In them. If this is to be
achieved, the advisory council must be very
carefully chosen and, under the Bill, this
huge responsibility rests with the Minis-
ter. Unless he chooses the right people,
thIs legislation will not be worth the paper
on which it is written. I cannot stress too
much the importance of the advisory
council being composed of those genuinely
interested in the welfare of their own
people.

I say this advisedly because some
Aborigines today merely wish to blow their
trumpets and shout and talk about black
power and so on. I have seen some of
them and I know they would do no good
on the council. If they were appointed
the council would be a failure. However,
I also know of a number of genuine people
who would really work and have the inter-
ests of their own people at heart. If such
peopT were appointed to the council it
would certainly achieve something.

There is a move afoot at the Warburton
Range in regard to the United Aborigines
Mission. There are some doubtful things
about it. but the Minister has said "every-
one is happy." However, an Aboriginal
who lives in the Warburton Range and is
very interested in the move, says, "Every-
one knows not what is going on." So the
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Minister says that everyone is happy, but
an Aborigine says that everyone knows not
what is going on. This might be true.

I do not wish to deal with this aspect
at length, but I do desire to make one or
two comments. One of these is in relation
to mining. The department was interested
in some minerals on a property, but it con-
sidered the work was being carried out
under antiquated methods. Actually the
work was virtually being done by the bands
of the people who were eking out an exist-
ence which would not otherwise be possible.
However, the department believed that the
methods used were old-fashioned and
therefore it provided some machinery and
the whole project failed in no time at all.

When I attended a C.P.A. conference in
Africa a few years ago one of the most
Important items stressed was the necessity
for any funds available to be used for the
employment of as many people as possible.
Huge sums of money were not spent in that
country on machinery. What funds were
available were used to pay the people
themselves. Such a system might not be
economic by today's modern mining or
manufacturing standards, but when people
live in isolated areas and they have the
minimum of requirements, any money
available should be used to provide them
with employment because, apart from the
money being necessary, the people them-
selves must be kept occupied. If the de-
partment intends to push out the man-
power and utilise machine power, it will
be making a wrong maove.

I have only one other paint with which
I Wish to deal: that is, tourism. Scott
reported on this aspect, and although it
does not directly concern this Bill, I1 am
a little worried. There is talk of providing
facilities for tourists in order that they
might go into these reserves to see the
Aborigines at work and take photos, and
so on. This would interfere with the lives
of the Aborigines and I do not agree with
it. If these Aborigines are to be given an
opportunity to develop an Interest in their
own way, and make artifacts and so on,'they should be allowed to do it in peace.
Tourists should not be permitted to Invade
the privacy of the Aborigines. If money is
to be spent on tourist resorts, and motels,
etc., a second look should be given to the
proposal.

I do not wish to go into any details of
the report concerning this matter. I wish
to return to the point on which I com-
menced: that is, that this legislation will
work only if those concerned do their
share. I am not referring only to the de-
partmental officers and the Ministers, but
also to the Aborigines themselves, and
particularly those on the advisory council.
I believe the legislation will have great
Prospects as long as all those involved
carry out their obligations. I have much
Pleasure in supporting the Bill.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Attorney-
General) [9.00 pm.]: On behalf of the
Minister for Community Welfare who has
been the author and, indeed, the pilot
of this measure I would like most sin-
cerely to thank those members who have
contributed a great deal, I feel, to the
understanding of this legislation and
what I hope will be the successful launch-
ing of the philosophy behind it.

I listened very attentively to members
who made contributions to the debate and.
from these contributions, I think I would
be safe in saying that each has drawn the
rationale that no longer should we put
emphasis upon, or indeed have recourse
to, the need for legislation for native
welfare but we should be projecting the
imag-e of Aboriginal advancement. By
"advancement" I mean it should have the
clear and undoubted significance of
the provision of guidelines by those who
have had experience of the Aboriginal
way of life; by those who have expertise
in our way of life; and, above all, by
those who have the necessary financial
ways and means of providing those guide-
lines for the integration of Aboriginal
peoples-embracing a wide spectrum of
abiffities. interests, and aspirations--into
a way of life which we hope will be prop-
erly termed an Australian way of life-
not a white man's way of life, not a
coloured man's way of life, but the way of
life enjoyed by peoples who live in this
wonderful country of ours.

I agree with the member for Narrogin
that tile proposed legislation has the
hallmarks of being something great. It
can be the forerunner of something of
which we, in this age of 1972, can be
justly proud. Howvever, there is the danger
that if those who are to administer the
legislation, and those for whose interests
and benefits it is based, are not able or
willing to co-operate fully, perhaps we
will have failed in our efforts.

I am optimistic enough to believe this
is a bold futuristic step we are taking and
only effort, understanding, and patience
can produce the success we are seeking.
Only time will reveal whether our hopes
and aspirations have been achieved. I
commend the second reading of the
measure.

Question Put and Passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin) in the Chair: Mr. T. D).
Evans (Attorney-General) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
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Clause 4: Interpretation-
Mr. LEWIS: I do not rise to query this

clause which deals with definitions other
than to refer to the definition of an
"Aboriginal" which reads--

"Aboriginal" means pertaining to the
original inhabitants of Australia
and to their descendants;

Also I shall refer to the definition of
"person of Aboriginal descent." it is as
follows: -

"Person of Aboriginal descent" means
any person living in Western Aus-
tralia wholly or partly descended
from the original inhabitants of
Australia who claims to be an
Aboriginal and who is accepted as
such in the community in which
he lives.

These are fairly broad definitions. A
person of Aboriginal descent is not only
an Aboriginal who claims that descent but
also is accepted as such in the community
in which he lives.

in 1963, as Minister for Native Welfare,
I attended my first interstate conference
on Aboriginal welfare in Darwin which was
presided over by the then Hon. Paul
Hasluck who, at the time, was Minister far
Territories, I think. It does not matter
what his portfolio was. At the conference
I was impressed by the fact that in all other
States these people were known as Abori-
gines whereas In Western Australia we
termed them natives,

I returned to Western Australia satisfied
-we should change the name to bring it
more into conformity with the other States.
When I arrived at the airport I was met
by a representative of the Press who asked
mae about my impressions. I mentioned this
point about the designation of Aborigines
and that I intended to change the term
"natives" to "Aborigines." The Press im-
mediately took this up and has referred to
them as Aborigines from that time on.

I then found that officers in the Native
Welfare Department when talking to these
People discovered that they did not want
to be called Aborigines but natives. Some-
what reluctantly I was obliged to go back
on my former resolve to change the name
to Aborigines, and instead to keep the
term "natives" -and natives they became.

Earlier when speaking to the Bill I men-
tioned how in the beginning of legislation
in Western Australia they were referred
to as Aborigines. Apparently the popu-
larity of this name changed and they were
designated natives. There must have been
a very good reason for the change. I do
not know whether it was because of the
Aborigines' feelings or for some other
reason. However, they were referred to as
natives from that time on. I understand
they now desire to be called Aborigines.

I rose to point out that it will not mean
that any person of Aboriginal descent who
claims to be an Aborigine will automatically

benefit under the Bill; it will be necessary
for him not only to claim to be an Abori-
ginal but also to be accepted as such in
the community In which he lives.

Mr. O'Neil: That is the definition the
Commonwealth uses.

Mr. LEWIS: I know it is very close to
the Commonwealth definition. I simply
wanted to make this Point.

Mr. GRAYDEN: on the same clause I,
too, refer to the definition of a "person of
Aboriginal descent." In particular I refer
to the words, "who claims to be an Abori-
ginal." The word "Aboriginal" is an
adjective and should be replaced by the
word "Aborigine."

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I agree.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I think we should

amend that because a person cannot claim
to be an Aboriginal but he can claim to be
an Aborigine.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I agree with the mem-
ber for South Perth that the word
"Aboriginal" in this section of the defini-
tion of "a person of Aboriginal descent"
is referring to a person and, consequently,
a noun should be used. The word "Abor-
iginal" is an adjective and the noun is
"Aborigine."

Mr. O'Neil: It is accepted both ways.
Mr. T. D). EVANS: I notice that the

definition of "Aboriginal" reads--
"Aboriginal" means pertaining to

the original inhabitants of Australia
and to their descendants.

This is the first definition in clause 4.
Even though the reference on page 3 of
the Bill to, "who claims to be an Abor-
iginal" may not appear correct gramn-
matically, it is correct by definition on page
2 in clause 4 of the Bill. Who is to say
whether the draftsman or some other
grammarian is correct?

On second thoughts therefore, it ap-
pears that by defining "Aboriginal" in this
way any person of Aboriginal descent is,
by legislation, Correctly termed an Abor-
iginal, If it is not correct in grammar.

I think we should leave it as it is, al-
though personally I agree with the mem-
bet for South Perth that the word
"Aboriginal" is an adjective and not aL
noun.

Mr. 0'Neil: It is described as an adjec-
tive and a noun in the oxford dictionary.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 11 put and passed.
Clause 12: Duty of Authority-
Mr. NALD)ER: I wish to emphasise one

aspect of this clause. I agree with what
has been said Previously by many of the
speakers in a very interesting debate and I
wish the Minister well in interpreting the
Act and bringing it into effect.
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When the authority is established
members of the present Native Welfare
Department may be transferred to deal
with various sections of the legislation. I
would hope that every consideration will
be given to those areas where the work of
missionaries has been in operation for
many long years. This authority will have
responsibility, under the Minister, to do
many things which are outlined in this
and the following clause.

We acknowledge that the missionaries
have done a great deal of good work
throughout the years in different parts of
the State. The existing missions should
receive every co-operation, and consider-
ation should be given to any requests or
proposals which they put forward in the
interests of Aborigines. I understand this
may not always have been the case and it
is not always so at present. From infor-
mation I have gleaned from various
sources, I understand a little more atten-
tion could be paid to the views of these
people as they have gathered their ex-
perience over many long years of dedi-
cated work amongst Aborigines. The
missionaries have sacrificed their time,
efforts, and energies, to assist the Abor-
igines of this country. They have gained
experience and knowledge and many of
them know the way the Aborigines think.

I would ask the Minister to give very
serious consideration to the work per-
formed by the missionaries in these areas.
and to try to ensure that full advantage
i& Laken of their knowledge.

Mr. BRADY: I would like to say a few
words along the same lines as the Leader of
the Country Party. I refrained from speak-
ing earlier because I felt the members of
the Opposition were expressing my own
thoughts in that they supported this leg-
islation 100 per cent. This is a good
thing for all concerned.

During the debate the thought crossed
my mind that no mention was made of
the missions, and yet for 60 years they
have carried the major responsibility of
looking after Aborigines from one end of
Western Australia to the other, and from
the east to the west. In all parts of
Western Australia we will find that these
people have had tremendous responsibili-
ties and problems and have made great
sacrifices to perform this work. They have
asked for very little in return. Many of
the Aborigines appreciate what has been
done for them and have tried to show this
appreciation In some way.

Daisy Bates went to the Broome native
mission and helped the missionaries to
establish this project on sound grounds. I
can think of other missions such as those
at Kalumburu, Mowanjum, and Warbur-
ton. All missionaries do an excellent job,
and irrespective of their denomination
they have built up a tremendous know-
ledge of the Aborigines.

Many of the Aborigines at the missions
have been trained as tradesmen or for
professions such as school teaching and
nursing. I remember at one time all the
bread in Broome was baked by the local
baker who was trained at the Broome
Beagle Bay mission station. The only
meat available in the town was provided
by the butcher at one end of Broome-I
think it was called Chinatown. The butch-
er was also trained at the mission.

I have taken this opportunity tonight
to reinforce the comments of the Leader
of the Country Party. I sincerely hope that
the missoniaries will be considered when
information is required. The Broome
Beagle Bay native mission has been
operating for 80 or 90 years and
members can imagine the knowledge
the staff has absorbed regarding the
way of life of the Aborigines, About two
years ago I spoke to a young school teacher
at the university and he told me an Abo-
riginal at one mission station near Halls
Creek could speak three languages, includ-
ing two European languages which he had
been taught at the mission. Many of these
Aborigines are being taught trades which
will stand them in good stead.

of course, it is true that the natives
will not always accept what we want to
offer. The former Minister for Native Wel-
fare mentioned tonight that he had seen
the work being accomplished in New
Guinea and Papua. I also had the oppor-
tunity to visit New Guinea at the invitation
of Sir Paul ilasluck, when he was Minister
f or the Interior. I visited the missions and
studied the activities of the co-operatives
in New Guinea and I returned imbued
with the idea that co-operatives were the
solution to the native problem in Western
Australia. I encouraged the Native Welfare
Department to set up a store in Allawah
Grove with a view to training a few natives
to run the store. It was hoped that the
natives could be trained to run their own
concern. The Queensland missionaries,
particularly the clergy, were encouraging
the natives there to take part in co-opera-
tive activities as a way of life.

Unfortunately the Project at Allawah
Grove failed because the natives could not
be trusted to run the store, mainly because
they could not absorb the idea of control-
ling and running the shop successfully on
behalf of natives.

I return to my original theme and
express the hope that the work done by
the 10, 15, or 20 mission stations in this
State will not be overlooked by the Minis-
ter who is administering this Bill when
looking for ideas and making appointments
to the various advisory panels and com-
mittees which will be set up.

I support the Bill; it is a step in the
right direction. The natives are responding
magnificently, although the view has been
expressed that they are not co-operating
as well as they could. I had the honour of
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opening a fete at Guildford about three
months ago-I think it was called Mangl,
About 500 or 600 people attended and most
of these were Aborigines. They attended in
response to an invitation and participated
in the fete to help themselves. This parti-
cular fete was a success to the extent that
I understand sufficient money was raised
to set up a mobile unit. These people
will respond to encouragement.

I have recently had frequent meetings in
this Parliament House with a young Abo-
rigine who is a successful prospector. I
believe many other natives can succeed as
prospectors in the mining industry, as
workers in the pastoral industry, or In
other pursuits if they are given the right
encouragement.

I compliment the Minister on the magni-
ficent job he is doing; I am well aware
that he is very interested in the welfare
of Aborigines. I will never forget his report
to the Labor Caucus when he returned
from the north-west after his first trip.
lie was very concerned with the necessity
to raise sufficient finance to assist these
people more fully. I felt great sympathy
for him because I knew he would have an
uphill fight to obtain more finance. Sub-
sequently the natives presented a houIn
petition to the Premier and I kno the
Premier is anxious to help as much as
possible. However, a tremendous amount
of money is required to provide effective
assistance for the natives.

The natives are responding very well to
the encouragement they are being given
and I hope that the difficulties; confronting
the Minister will be surmounted. I sup-
port the Bill.

Mr. LEWIS: I, too, commend the mis-
sions; I will not include all of them, but
most of the missions including one or two
mentioned by the member for Swan. Al-
though I make exceptions I am not going
to name them now. The problem In these
cases Is probably lack of funds rather than
lack of dedication. I failed to commend
the missions during the second reading
debate, and therefore, I have taken this
opportunity to do so.

I would like to point out that clauses 12
and 13 have nothing to do with missions.

The DEPUTY CHAIRLMAN (Mr. A. .
Tonkin); Are you raising a point of order?
It is a little late now.

Mr. LEWIS: Clause 12 reads as fol-
low:-

The Authority Is charged with the
duty of promoting the well-being of
persons of Aboriginal descent in West-
ern Australia and shall take into
account the views of such persons as
expressed by their representatives.

At this point we do not know who the
representatives of the Aborigines are.
However, we find this out in clause 13, and

we also see that the authority is to take
into account the views of the Aborigines'
representatives. I hope this does not mean
that the views of the advisory council will
become the views of the authority, and
that the authority will exercise its dis-
cretion as to how much of the views of the
council It aiccepts. The wording does not
mean that the views of the advisory council
are to ba accepted in toto, but some people
may interpret these words to mean this.
The views of the advisory council should
be given, earnest consideration and per-
haps they should be adopted unless there
Is some good reason for not doing so.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 13 to 17 put and passed.

Clause 18: Aboriginal Advisory Coun-
cii-

Mr. LEWIS: This clause establishes the
Aboriginal Advisory Council. In most leg-
islation which sets up a council or
authority, the number of members of the
council or authority is generally stated.
In this case we do not know whether the
council will consist of six, 20, or any uther
number of representatives. I would like to
hear from the Minister why a specific
number is not mentioned.

Suboclause (3) states that the chairman
of the council shall be chosen by and from
the members of the council. However.
nothing is said about the powers of the
chairman, or whether he has a casting or
deliberative vote. Nor does the subclatise
state what number of members shall con-
stitute a quorum. These matters are left
entirely to the council. However, I can-
not readily recall any other legislation of
this nature in which we have not defined
the number of members, the powers of
the chairman, and so on. Perhaps the
Minister could enlighten us on this.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I draw the attention
of the Committee to clause 20, which
deals with the Aboriginal Lands Trust,
and clause 21 which provides a comparison
in this regard. Under clause 21 a specific
trust is being dealt with, the junction of
which is to make deliberations and bind-
ing determinations. The personnel to be
elected or appointed to the trust, and
also the number of members, are clearly
defined. However, in clause 18 we are
dealing with the Aboriginal Advisory
Council and subclause (2) states that the
Minister shall choose the members in such
number as he may approve from time to
time.

Mr. O'Neil: If the Minister reads the
December, 1971, newsletter of the Native
Welfare Department he will see that this
rnmmittee is already established and oper-
ating. The personnel are named, and there
are even photographs of them.
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Mr. T. D. EVANS: I was about to make
the point that the advisory committees
are already functioning. It is hoped that
this legislation will not have to come back
to Parliament for amendment year after
year. We hope it will provide the frame-
work for progressive and effective Integra-
tion of our Aborigines. As they become
more integrated the methods adopted by
the Minister may well change and no
doubt the number of personnel compris-
ing the committees would also change.
Clause 21 is Inelastic, and this is normally
the case with bodies which have a definite
determination-making power, whereas
clause 18 merely sets up an advisory com-
mittee or council and is elastic.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 19 and 20 put and passed.
Clause 21: Constitutional provisions of

Aboriginal Lands Trust-
Mr. LEWIS: Subclause (10) states that

not less than half of the members must
be present to constitute a meeting of the
Aboriginal Lands Trust. As the trust will
consist of a chairman and six other mem-
bers, a quorum must be four members.
Subelause (1) states that each member,
including the member presiding, has a
deliberative vote only and all questions
shall be decided by a majority. This means
that if only four members are present and
the voting Is even then the question is
not decided. Is that the situation?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Yes, that would be
the situtatiun-.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 22 to 51 put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. T. D. Evans (Attorney-General), and
passed.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Hospitals Act Amendment Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

2. Iron ore (Goldsworthy -Nimingarra)
Agreement Bill.

3. State Trading Concerns Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

STAMP ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Requested Amendment

Amendment requested by the Council
now considered.

in Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. Brown) In the Chair; Mr. J. T. Ton-
kin (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment requested by the Coun-
cil is as follows:-

Clause 3, page 2. line 11-Insert
after the word "security" the words
"other than a security given by a pur-
chaser to a vendor to secure the whole
or any part of the Purchase moneys
due under a contract of sale and pur-
chase on which stamp duty is paid
at the rate applicable to a conveyance".

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The amendment
requested by the Legislative Council is for
the purpose of ensuring that stamp duty
shall not be Paid on the collateral as well
as the original contract. Whilst I would
prefer the Bill as it was originally intro-
duced because It would mean more money
to the Treasury, I realise there Is not much
sense in butting one's head against a
brick wall. Therefore, I am prepared to
accept the amendment. I move-

That the amendment requested by
the Council be made.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
requested amendment made.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

MRON ORE (MIOUNT BRUCE)
AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [9.44
p.m.]: I trust the unusual lack of speakers
indicates that there is unanimity of out-
look and that this pilot Bill-

Mr. O'Neil: One speaker too many!
Mr. GRAHAM: -and the two Bills

which follow will be agreed to without
the necessity for lengthy debate. I am
sorry: I should here and now acknowledge
the contribution of the member for East
Melville who Played a noble role whilst
awaiting the arrival of his deputy leader!

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
raised several Points in respect of which
he desires some information or some
actiop to be taken. I can appreciate the
difficulty of following the various moves
which have been made in relation to the
specific areas. I am referring now to the
Wittenoom agreement where several sets
of adjustments have been made. At the re-
quest of the honourable member I took
advantage of the tea suspension to speak
to the Co-ordinator of Development and
Decentralisation, and lie has undertaken
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to make contact first thing tomorrow
morning with the Mines Department so
that the necessary plans and documents
will be available to the honourable mem-
ber. This is something which may be
appreciated far better visually than by any
attempt to explain or describe. I trust this
will be satisfactory to the honourable
member.

A question was raised as to how the vast
national park in the Wittenoom. area will
fare under the agreement embodied in the
Bill. As I indicated by way of interjection,
the amendments which were made-or the
adjustment of the boundaries of the tem-
porary reserves; that is the term with which
we are most familiar-were made specifi-
cally with the object of preserving to a
greater extent the natural beauty of the
area. So, some falls and gorges which
previously were to be encompassed in the
areas of occupation for mineral purposes
have now been left unaffected, It is most
unlikely that mining operations will take
place so as to deface these areas, but I am
sure everybody will be far happier if they
are excluded. That has been done to a
considerable extent.

In addition to that, it should be gener-
ally appreciated that whilst there might
appear to be a considerable area allocated
to a particular company, in point of fact
in the majority of cases it will be found
that a comparatively small portion of an
area will actually be mined; but there are
a number of pockets with mountains of
iron ore occurring in the area or areas
which have been allocated to these
companies.

I notice that a communication has been
sent to all members of Parliament by the
Conservation Council of Western Aus-
tralia. In one part it states-

We hope that these new Bills have
not further prejudiced the Hamersley
National Park.

As I have already indicated the very oppo-
site is the fact of the matter. The Govern-
ment sought to do that, and the company
readily agreed. Accordingly the Mines De-
partment has made the adjustments.

A questinn was asked as to why Ham-
ersley was not a signatory to the agree-
ment. I am not familiar with all the nice-
ties of the arrangement, but I am informed
that Hamersley was invited to become a
signatory to one of the documents, but It
chose not to be for reasons of its own.
That has no bearing whatever. It con-
sidered that its options, in respect of the
areas for which applications were called in
December and closed sometime earlier this
year, were more open.

Members will be familiar with that, be-
cause it was in the last couple of weeks
that the Government announced the allo-
cations which had been made to the vari-
ouis mining companies.

Mr. Court: It is most difficult for me to
follow how Hamersley could be out of it,
in view of the fact that the whole com-
plex of the agreements involves it.

Mr. GRAHAM: I might have some sym-
pathy with the feelings of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, but the fact of
the matter is that the companies con-
cerned, their legal advisers, the Mines De-
partment, the Department of Development
and Decentralisation, and the Crown Law
Department are all satisfied that what is
sought to be achieved will be achieved in
this way without any injury to any party.
Perhaps it could be that legal documents,
agreements, and procedures are becoming
so involved as to be almost in another
world.

Mr. Court: They fool themselves in the
end by being so smart, when the simple
solution would win out.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps it is the simple
solution by reducing the signatories to the
minimum, but I do not know.

I did not quite appreciate the signifi-
cance of the questions asked in regard to
metallised agglomerates: in other words,
what Hamersley was doing, and whether
it was living up to the terms and the
spirit of the agreement. So far as I am
aware it has lived up to all the require-
ments of its agreement and, indeed, it has
stepped out in front.

Mr. Court: I am not Questioning that.
What I was questioning under the Mount
Bruce agreement was that metallised ag-
glomerates were a critical factor. The
wittenoom agreement has no such com-
mnitments at all. All I was asking was
whether in the negotiations with the Gov-
ernent consideration had been given to
the use of the natural gas process in place
of the fuel coal process, as the expiry of the
dates under the agreement must be getting
close.

Mr. GRAHAM: It should be appreciated
that on this occasion it is Impossible to
state anything positive about the use of
natural gas. We are filled with optimism,
and the reports have been exceedingly
good. They continue so to be, but as yet
they are not sufficiently firm, particularly
in respect of the time-tabling and cost.
as to be a factor that can be taken into
account in drawing anything up In detail,
It is hoped that natural gas will be avail-
able within measurable time, and most
certainly the company will want to take
advantage of that circumstance, and most
definitely the Government will go out of
its way in order to accommodate the re-
quirements of the company in respect of
time Or Other factors.

Mr. Court: I understand it takes about
two years to change over if it is desired
to use a different technique. I had in
mind the expiry dates under the agree-
ment: In other words, where they want
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some extension of time I Presume the Gov-
ernment will grant it, If they can demon-
strate that they will be using an indige-
nous fuel in place of an imported fuel.

Mr. GRAHAM: In instances where we
are satisfied that companies are triers and
are bona fide in carrying out the con-
ditions of their agreements, the honour-
able member can rest assured that the
Government will accommodate them and,
indeed, will be generous.

A question was asked in regard to scree.
In the Wittenoomn area there is a consider-
able quantity of scree, parts of which are
of low phosphorus content and parts of
which are unfortunately of higher phos-
phorus content. Close by in the
MeCamey's Monster area there are tre-
mendous volumes of scree, the great bulk
of which is of low phosphorus content.

In the State we are exceedingly fortu-
nate, because this scree can be used to
enrich low-grade iron ore, or more spe-
cifically iron ore that has a high phos-
phorus content; by mixing the two to-
gether it would be possible to increase
substantially the volume of iron ore
mined-are which otherwise at this stage
might be unusable. No doubt in the next
few years as processes are stepped up iron
ore of high phosphorus content will be
able to be processed so as to be acceptable
to refineries. From memory I think at
McCamey's Monster there are about
150,000,000 tons of this scree. This is
very largely visible from the surface, and
can be extracted with a minimumi of dim-lculty. I think that Hanwright has done a
considerable amount of work in connec-
tion with these deposits.

It is not Possible at this stage to submit
a great deal of detail, nor is that necessary.
These areas have been the subject of agree-
ments, and something is known of them.
Now something more is known of them.

By and large these three Bills are for
an apportioning of the areas; in other
words, we agree to this general concept in
principle. This will give the mining comn-
Panies a document, and based on that they
will be able to Proceed with their explora-
tion programmes, to plan for the future,
to negotiate for the raising of the tre-
mendous sums of money which are neces-
sary, and what is a natural accompaniment
to this to be in a position to negotiate
markets without which no company would
think of embarking upon the tremendous
capital investment envisaged.

When the time arrives, which Is com-
paratively shortly, or at the end of some
extended period, the companies will come
forward with specific plans. It is at that
stage that they will tell us more about
their mining operations and where they
Propose to establish townsites. This, of
course will include power supplies, water
supplies, and the rest. The calls upon these
companies are exceedingly heavy, and we

have been told that perhaps the end of
the line has been reached; and that having
regard for world competition and other
factors the tremendous infrastructure cost
which in some cases amounts to $2 for
every $1 spent on the industry tends to
impose a rather crippling burden. It is
suggested that perhaps the State-and, of
course, this will have a tremendous impact
on the other plans of the Government-
should provide a great many of the things
which the companies have formerly pro-
vided. Thanks to the agreements which
have been made in recent years these faci-
lities have been provided, and they have
been given more or less in the form of a
gift to the people of the State. These have
been provided in comparatively remote
areas.

All these matters, such as the route of
the railways, the port arrangements, and
so on, will be embodied in the proposals
which are to be submitted to the Govern-
ment within the period set out in the
agreement, or such longer period as the
Minister may grant.

Mr. Court: As I understand the position
you have been looking at alternatives for
Port location-I am not talking about the
details of the port, townsltes or railways.
The Port in the final analysis is entirely in
the hands of the Government. This is not
a matter for arbitration.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, but there are
certain factors which I do not want to go
into this evening. I am sure we all appre-
ciate that within the last couple of weeks
the Government has announced the alloca-
tion of the additional areas to the mining
companies. Borne of these will be quite
acceptable to the companies, but in other
cases it is envisaged that some companies
will want to negotiate with other com-
panies; in other words, to do a little bar-
gaining. The recently announced arrange-
ment will Place certain companies in a
position to do that, and this Is something
they were not able to achieve Previously.

We hope that as a consequence of this
where companies are actually operating
in an area it will be possible for them to
negotiate for other areas with other corn-
panics so as to have a more economic work-
ing unit than might be possible at the
Present time. This is something which we
are hoping to achieve. To some extent
the particular routes and the use of ports
will be governed by this factor, but I want
to assure the House that at all times the
Government will have regard for the best
interests of the State.

When these companies, and others which
we are considering at the present time,
come up with their proposals the Govern-
menit will give consideration to all aspects,
including this point of co-operation, the
maximum use of existing facilities, the
maximum preservation of the environment.
and so on.
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In respect of environmental protection,
I am informed that in recent days repre-
sentatives of the conservation councils--
the National Trust and so on-were invited
to the Mines Department. Everything was
explained to them and I have been in-
farmed they were quite satisfied-or
reasonably satisfied-with the explanation
and, particularly, with the assurance that
the Government would look carefully at
this aspect, together with others, when the
companies submitted their proposals for
endorsement.

Mr. Court: Which group was this? Was
it Environment 2000?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not too sure but I
am told they were representatives of Con-
servation organisations.

Mr. Court: There are two groups, and
both have issued pamphlets.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, and the
National Trust has also issued a pamphlet.
As I indicated earlier, the hope was ex-
pressed that the new deals about which
the organisations had read in the Press
would not further prejudice the Hamersley
National Park. I have said this evening
that the very opposite was the case. This
was explained in detail to those who waited
on the officer of the Mines Department,
and will be further looked into when the
companies come up with detailed proposals.

I trust the three Bills will have an easy
passage through both Houses of this
Parliament.

Question Put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. A. B. Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr.
Graham (Minister for Development and
Decentralisation) in charge of the Hill.

Clauses 1 and 2 Put and passed.
Clause 3: Ratification of the agreement-

Mr. COURT: Rather than comment on
some of the Clauses in detail when we get
to the schedule. I want to make an observa-
tion in respect of clause 3. which is the
clause to ratify the agreement.

I want to indicate to the Minister that
in the interests of expedition I will not
make any comment at this stage, but when
we discuss the Wittenoom agreement I will
comment on the information he conveyed
in respect of mining areas. I think it is
more appropriate to comment at that stage
because that is the agreement which covers
the areas which have been amended from
those originally approved by Parliament.
I will not delay the Passage of the Bill at
this stage.

Clause Put and Passed.
Clause 4 put and Passed.
Schedule put and Passed.
Title put and Passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Graham (Minister for Development and
Decentralisation), and transmitted to the
Council.

IRON ORE (WITTENOOM)
AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd May.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy leader
of the Opposition) [10.08 p.m.J: In view
of the fact that we covered much of the
ground related to the three Bills when
speaking on Order of the Day Na. 2 1 do
not propose to delay the House during
the second reading stage of this measure
beyond indicating that when we get into

Committee I want to discuss some of the
points the Minister raised in answering
some of the queries submitted by me in
the course of the second reading debate
on the previous Order of the Day.

Perhaps I should indicate a little ahead
so as to assist the Minister in his con-
sideration of the points I plan to raise by
saying that we are concerned about the
allocations announced recently. Those
allocations, together with the allocations
of MeCamey's Monster, Western Ridge,
and the Rhodes Ridge deposits have in our
opinion thrown the whole area into a
degree of turmoil the full impact of which
will not be realised until about 18 months
from now. I have the feeling it will be
another Government which will have to
sort it out.

Mr. Graham: You have hopes.
Mr. COURT: I want to make the point.

which we can deal with in greater detail
during the Committee stage, that we would
like to get an undertaking from the Gov-
erment-which we will press when we
receive replies to some questions I have
placed on the notice paper-that before any
areas are committed beyond the present
exploration approvals, agreements are, in
fact, brought to this Parliament for ratifi-
cation. I can deal more particularly with
that specific case when we get into the
Committee stage of this Bill.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) (10.08
p.m.): There are one or two points I
would like to mention at this stage. The
first concerns the clause in respect of by-
laws and I would like to congratulate the
Government on its wording.

I remember that earlier agreements In
respect of iron ore contained similar
clauses, and they aroused a tremendous
amount of criticism at the time because
they went too far. However, in the Bill
now before us we have a different wording
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which, as far as I am concerned, is in-
finitely more acceptable. Clause 6 reads as
follows:-

(1) The Governor may upon the
recommendation of the Joint Ven-
turers make, alter and repeal by-laws
for the purposes of, and in accordance
with, the Agreement.

(2) By-laws made Pursuant to this
section-

(a) shall be published in the
Government Gazette;

(b) take effect and have the force
of law from the date they
are so Published or from such
later date as is fixed by the
by-laws;

(c) may Prescribe penalties not
exceeding One hundred dol-
lars for breach of any of the
by-laws; and

(d) are not subject to the provis-
ions of section 36 of the In-
terpretation Act, 1918, but
the by-laws shall be laid
before each House of Parlia-
ment within six sitting days
of the House next follow-
ing the publication of the
by-laws in the Government
Gazette.

It will be recalled that when Hills were
introduced Previously there was always a
tremendous amount of controversy regard-
ing clauses of this type. We had the situa-
tlo. ith^ agreements were introduced and
there was no suggestion of having the by-
laws tabled.

In this particular clause we have the
situation where the Governor, upon the
recommendation of the Joint venturers,
may make, alter, and repeal by-laws. I
think that is infinitely more acceptable
and I am Particularly Pleased to see the
clause worded in that way.

When the other Bill was being debated
a short while ago, some concern was ex-
pressed about conservation. The Wit-
tenoorn area is particularly famous for its
picturesque gorges and it is very important
that these be preserved. Members may
recall that some time ago residents of the
Wittenom area went out of their way to
produce a petition which was subsequently
sent to various members of Parliament and
also to the Government, I understand. I
would like to read the petition because it
emphasises that the residents are quite
happy with the situation which pertains
in respect of the conservation measures
which are envisaged. The petition reads--

We the citizens of Wittenom whose
names and addresses appear hereunder
entirely reject the theme of the
National Trust's letter of March 24th
1972 because it would destroy our
livelihoods by the prohibition of min-
ing in the Hamersley Ranges thus
turning Wittenoomn into a ghost town.

For several years we have suffered
hardship due to the closing of the
GEM.. Asbestos Mine.

Just as our hopes were revived by
the Premier signing the Wittenoomn
Iron Agreement we find that certain
people whose address is West Perth
(same 1000 miles away by road) are
acting against the people of Wittenoom.
We do not interfere with their means
of sustenance. We ask them not to
deprive us of ours.

They state that one of their reasons
for the unwarranted interference with
our livelihood is "significant concen-
tration of magnificent and inspiring
scenery which is reasonably accessible."

We inform them that the only
reason these hills are reasonably
accessible is because of roads built by
the mining people. Without mining
there would not be one road in the
whole of the Hamersley Ranges nor
therefore would there be a National
Park.

Finally we point out that the mining
people voluntarily surrendered Dales
Gorge. The mining people and local
citizens are quite capable of Preserving
and cherishing beauty without destroy-
Ing our livelihood and certainly with-
out advice from outsiders with neither
local knowledge nor interest.

The petition was signed by a large number
of individuals, but there is one name of
great significance; that is, the name of
Dr. Oxer. I was extremely surprised to see
this name on this petition because for Years
Dr. Oxer has been extremely vocal in his
championing of the cause of conservation
in the north-west. He has been Particu-
larly concerned with the Preservation of
the gorges In the Wittenoom area, and in
these circumstances I think it is reassuring
to members that a man who is obviously
so anxious to Preserve the environment has
signed a Petition of this kind. Obviously,
he would not have signed it if he felt there
was any danger at all to the Picturesque
gorges to which I am referring,

There is another reassuring aspect in re-
spect of conservation; that is, that the
clause in the agreement which relates to
conservation is all-embracing. It reads-

29. Nothing in this Agreement shall
be construed to exempt the Joint
Venturers from compliance with any
requirement in connection with the
Protection of the environment arising
out of or incidental to the Joint Ven-
turers' operations hereunder that may
be made Pursuant to any Act from time
to time in force by the State or by
any State agency or instrumentality
or any local or other authority or
statutory body of the State.

So we have in this agreement-as we had
in the Mount Bruce agreement and the
other agreements-a clause which is all-
embracing and which completely protects
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the environment. For this reason. I cer-
tainly have no fears about the protection
of the picturesque gorges. We have in
this State an Environmental Protection
Authority and we can be absolutely sure
that everything will be done to protect the
environment. Therefore, I do not place
much significance on the fact that there is
a national park in the area. I rely on this
particular clause and on the fact that we
have living at Wittenoorn people like Dr.
Oxer who will go out of their way to
protect the environment.

There is one other matter on which I
would like to touch briefly because I have
no wish to hold up the passage of the Bill,
particularly in view of the time of night.
I refer to the allocation of iron ore areas.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
expressed himself in respect of this matter.
I do not know the full reason for his doing
so but I do not share his concern. I was
delighted to see the allocations which were
made by the Government.

On the 18th September, 1971, 1 asked the
following question:-

(1) Is there such a body as the iron
ore advisory committee, and, if so,
what is its composition and func-
tion?

(2) When was the committee formed?
The answer I received on that occasion
was-

(1) A committee was appointed to re-
port to Cabinet in connection with
the development of the Iron ore
resources in the Pilbara.
The composition of the commit-
tee was as follows:-

Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment and Decentralisation.

Minister for Mines and the
North West.

Under Secretary for Mines.
Director, Department of Indus-

trial Development and De-
centralisation.

Co-ordinator of Development
and Chairman, North West
Planning and Co-ordinating
Authority.

Assistant Crown Solicitor,
Crown Law Department.

(2) 18th may, 1971-
That was a highly responsible committee.
I do not know whether the composition
of the committee has changed in the
Intervening time.

Mr. Graham: No.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I take it that the com-

position of the committee is the same. I
may be wrong but I understand It was not
the Government which made the recent
allocations; it was the advisory committee.

Mr. Graham: in the announcements
which were made last November and those
made a couple of weeks ago, it was advised

that the recommendations of the minis-
terlal-cum-departmental committee were
made to Cabinet and endorsed by Cabinet.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is what I under-
stood. I understood these were recom-
mendations made to Cabinet by the ad-
visory commaittee, and Cabinet adopted
them. I am delighted to hear that. I
think that is why it was such an equitable
distribution. It is an infinitely more satis-
factory method than having members of
Parliament, whether Cabinet Ministers or
otherwise, making allocations of the
natural resources of this State. I assure
the Minister that I am delighted that was
the situation, and I certainly attribute
what subsequently happened to the fact
that It was done in this way.

Apart from the two Ministers, the com-
mittee comprises the Under-Secretary for
Mines, the Director of the Department

ofDevelopment and Decentralisation,
teCo-ordinator of Development and

Chairman of the North-West Planning and
Co-ordinating Authority, and the Assistant
Crown Solicitor. All members will agree
it is an extremely responsible committee.

Mr. Graham: And two very responsible
Ministers, I trust.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Two Ministers, anyway.
Mr. Graham: I thought we were get-

ting on famously,
Mr. GRAYDEN: I think it is a very

responsible committee. I understand the
committee gave this matter a great deal of
consideration and It has obviously come
up with something which is reasonable.

As I say, I do not know the basis of the
criticism. There has been some criticism
but I do not know the reason for it. From
my study of the distribution I believe it
is very fair and personally I was delighted
with the way in which it was carried out. I
do not wish to delay the House and I have
now stated the three points I wished to
make on the Bill.

MRt. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development a nd Decentralisation)
[10.21 p.m.]: I desire to thank the two
members who have spoken, and particu-
larly the member for South Perth for his
comments. I also wish to thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, although
perhaps I should have mentioned him first,
for his ready agreement to the procedures
which have been adopted in order to fa-
cilitate the passage of these Bills.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr. A. R. Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr.
Graham (Minister for Development and
Decentralisation) In charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.
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Schedule-
Mr. COURT: I wish to deal with clause

1 of the schedule, and in particular the
definition of the mining areas as this is
an appropriate point on which to raise
the matter to which I desire to refer.

The definition of mining areas is the
most appropriate definition as it includes
a reference to the plan marked "A" which
defines the areas covered by this agree-
ment. First of all, I accept the offer of
the Minister to confer with his officers
and I appreciate the fact that the co-
ordinator of development is arranging for
appropriate plans and officers to be avail-
able so that we can study the superimi-
posing of these additional areas to our
satisfaction. I will endeavour to confer
with a colleague in another place so that
he will be well Informed on this measure
and the legislation may be expedited.

My main purpose in rising to speak on
the schedule is to raise the question of the
areas which have been allocated recently. I
do not go along with the free and easy
method of allocation suggested by the
member for South Perth. I well remember
when the previous Government wished to
do something by regulation or administra-
tive action, the last people to be trusted by
the Opposition were the Ministers of the
day. However, things seem to have chang-
ed now we are sitting on this side. Per-
sonally I have very strong misgivings
about the allocations and if we are still
here in another i1l months it will be very
Interesting to watch the problems of the
Government In sorting out the dilemma
which will beset it.

For the time being I wish to concentrate
on two Points. First of all, I would like
to feel that when the Government makes
any final allocations of these areas they
will be made by agreements which have
to come before Parliament so that the
public and Parliament understand thor-
oughly what Is being done. During the
course of his remarks the Minister un-
wittingly made an observation which is
rather disquieting. He spoke of ore in
one area which Is not yet the subject of
an agreement being used in an area which
is subject to an agreement.

Mr. Graham: That is brought about be-cause you did not have what you refer
to as the Pilbara plan.

Mr. COURT: Of course we did. The
Minister has said this so often that one
day he will rue the day he first mentioned
it. There is another day with these
things.

Mr. Graham: It is coming into opera-
tion very rapidly.

Mr. COURT: I am speaking of ore from
one area which is not yet the subject of an
agreement although some of the same
partners are involved. In some circum-
stances this is very desirable-in fact, it

is part of the Pilbara plan enunciated by
the Brand Government. We do not object
to the principle but the method of doing
it must be made public and understood.

The next point I wish to raise is that I
was somewhat disturbed by another com-
ment made by the Minister. The Minister
said that now the allocations are made,
the companies-not the Government-
could do some bargaining amongst them-
selves.

Mr. Graham: With the approval of the
Government of course. Don't be so naive.

Mr. COURT: Of course the Government
must enter into it when a title is granted.
However, we have the Minister's own words
when he said that bargaining will take
place within the companies concerned.

Mr. Graham: The Liberal Party kinder-
garten!

Mr. COURT: The Minister should not
be so derogatory In his remarks. If he
treats the Opposition with more respect
he will get further. I am repeating the
remarks made by the Minister's colleague
only 48 hours ago. The Minister may like
to read about the possibility of this sort of
thing being used to juggle the share
market.

Mr. Graham: Which colleague said that?
Mr. COURT: The Minister for Mines.

I hope he is a colleague of the Minister
for Development and Decentralisation!

Ir.Grahm:' did not know to whom
you were referring.

Mr. COURT: I want to make this point:
As far as the Opposition is concerned, we
expect an agreement to be made public and
brought to Parliament. We do not want
the Minister to use his variation clause
because the weakness in the variation
clause which has been so much publicised
by the Government and so much lauded
by it is of course exposed at this point.

I draw the attention of members to the
fact that clause 2 of the variation clause
reads as follows:-

Where In the opinion of the Minister
an agreement made pursuant to sub-
clause (1) of this clause would con-
stitute a material or substantial
alteration of the rights or obligations
of either party hereto, the Agreement
shall contain a provision to that effect
and the Minister shall cause that
Agreement to be laid on the table of
each House of Parliament within
twelve sitting days of the date of its
execution.

I emphasise that this is only if the Minis-
ter is of the opinion that it needs to be
treated as such. It is not mandatory or
statutory in any way. This reiterates the
point I was attempting to make both to
the Premier and the Deputy Premier that
the present variation clause used by the
Government is weaker in practice than the
one used by the previous Government.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: I would like to make
one point. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said that he did not go along
with the free and easy method of alloca-
tion which I recommended. I wish to, state
that he could not have listened to what
I said because I am certainly not recom-
mending any free and easy method of
allocation. I am doing the opposite: I am
complaining about the free and easy
method of allocation.

I cannot think of anything more
undesirable in a State such as Western
Australia than to have the natural
resources of the State allocated by poli-
ticians. It can easily happen that one poli-
tician allocates the natural resources of
this State. If be is sufficiently dominant
he could walk into Cabinet and sway it.
The natural resources of the State could
be allocated in all directions virtually by
one man. Even if three men are involved
It is still equally undesirable.

In the past I have advocated the setting
up of a natural resources commission com-
posed of responsible men who would have
access to all the data required and would
allocate the mineral resources to the
greatest advantage of the State. I think
that would be infinitely more satisfactory
than having politicians of the day making
allocations. 'The last allocations were an
improvement on what has happened in the
past because a responsible committee com-
prising heads of various departments made
recommendations to the Government,
which adopted them. There is nothing free
and easy about that method. I think the
allocations recommended by the commit-
tee are reasonable and fair to all the major
producers. Hamersley. Goldsworthy, Mount
Newman, and Robe River all received large
areas of additional ore. In addition pro-
vision was made for Hancock and Wright.,Allocations were made to many companies
and other ore was kept in reserve in case
some deposits do not measure up.

In those circumstances I cannot see why
those allocations are criticised. Possibly
there are some anomalies, but I think if
one takes exception to the manner in which
the allocations were made one should point
out the anomalies so that we may consider
them and make up our minds as to whether
or not they are reasonable. I think to
criticise without justification is foolish in
the extreme. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition may have good grounds for his
criticisms; but I would like him to point
out the actual anomalies.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know where its
genesis lies, but the fact is that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has developed a
complex in regard to the names of Han-
cock and Wright.

Mr. Court: Don't talk nonsense. We have
a responsibility as an Opposition.

Mr. GRAHAM: We all have a respon-
sibility.

Mr. Court: Hameraley and others are
involved in this.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition loses his normal balance
when those names appear.

Mr. Court: We are trying to look at the
Hills objectively.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will deal presently with
the matters raised. I have here a list of
eight or nine people of international fame,
most from America, one from Australia,
one from Japan, and one from Germany
that I can identify. When he was Minister
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
warned those people that if they negotiated
with Hancock and Wright they could ex-
pect some trouble from the then Govern-
ment.

Mr. Court: You said this the other night
and I told you it was not right.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have already stated in
this Chamber that I have been informed
of this in my office in Perth by people
from overseas-just as I was informed in
New York-and I have received 100 per
cent. confirmation of what I learned from
people in this State.

Mr. Court: We told You to produce the
evidence here. You said they had been
warned off the course for life, or words to
that effect; but it is not true.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is the effect of it:
and as a consequence the Pilbara mining
area was in a state of turmoil. The fact
of the matter is that everything stopped
and no company was able to commence or
continue negotiations because of the
attitude of the then Minister for Industrial
Development.

Mr. Court: That is not correct.
Mr. GRAHAM: That is the position.
Mr. Court: No.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of

the Opposition keeps saying "No", but I
am aware of the facts and I am not
speaking idly. This was confirmed by top-
ranking men in the mining companies
concerned in other parts of the world.

Mr. Court: Name the companies.
Mr. Rushton: If You have the list of

names, name them.
Mr. Brady: Why don't you send them

a wire and find out for yourself ?
Mr. Court: Name them so that we may

expose the truth.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of

the Opposition Is accustomed to using
extravagant words.

Mr. Court: You are making the allega-
tions.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am making statements
from my experience.

Mr. Court: In fairness to all, name the
companies, so that we can expose the in-
accuracies in this matter.
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Mr. GRAHAM: This Is well known, apart
from my experiences and what others
have said.

Mr. Rushton: You said You have the
names there. Name them.

Mr. Court: Well known to whom?
Mr. GRAHAM: Everybody is aware of

it because nobody continued negotiations
with Hancock and Wright. This Govern-
ment changed that state of affairs last
June notwithstanding the fact that
Hancock and Wright protested profusely.
Certain action was taken by them in an
endeavour to force the hand of the Govern-
ment. We proceeded with our allocations
with the guidance of our top-ranking
officers. and we made further allocations
recently.

Mr. Blaikie: And allegations.
Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Vasse

would not know the first thing about iron
ore and he could not care less.

Mr. Blaikie: I would like to know who
is lying.

Mr. GRAHAM: In connection with the
Wittenoom agreement which we are dis-
cussing, Mr. Deputy Chairman-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): I am glad you said that.

Mr. GRAHAM; -if my memory serves
me right not a single square inch of ad-
ditional mineral reserves was added to
Hancock and Wright in respect of the
Wittenonm aerepment.

Mr. Court: The areas were changed to
those under negotiation.

Mr. GRAHAM: That was done last year
for the purpose of protecting the environ-
ment, and had nothing whatever to do
with the additional allocations made in
recent weeks. Therefore, members will
get an appreciation of the facts and cir-
cumstances because when the names of
Hancock and Wright appear immediately
this is a bogey which sends the Deputy
Leader of the opposition off In the man-
ner we have listened to this evening.

Then he protested about the variations
clause. We decided to be as democratic as
practicable. The Bill provides that where
the Minister is satisfied there is a mat-
erial or substantial alteration to the rights
of other parties the matter shall be
brought to the Parliament and laid on
the Table of both Rouses. But what did
we have under the dictatorial attitude of
the previous Minister? We find a varia-
tions clause stating that the parties hereto
may from time to time by mutual agree-
ment in writing add to, cancel, or vary
all or any of the provisions of the agree-
ment.

No provision was made for so much as
a single line to be brought before the
Parliament. Yet we have the position of
that gentleman standing up in this
Chamber, in all sincerity it would appear,

complaining there is something wrong with
our variations clause. This is so much
humbug. I do not mind where the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition continues his
fight with Hancock and Wright, but I do
not think the fight should be carried on in
this Parliament. I do not think that the
heat and hate generated between the par-
ties in connection with this proposal
should be a determining factor when we
are making decisions for the development
of Western Australia,

As I said the other day, whilst the Gov-
ernment may have been tempted to take
some salutory action against Hancock and
Wright because of their provocative at-
titude and what they were saying and
doing, this Government has resolutely re-
fused to be influenced by anybody, either
In a political sphere or by those interested
in mining ventures. We have made this
decision in consultation with officers at a
high level for the purpose of doing what we
believe is in the best interests of Western
Australia.

As a new Government we arrived on the
scene when there was this hiatus and
when nothing could be done, because no-
body held any temporary reserves. The
terms of any temporary reserves that had
been held had all expired. Also, no plan
was to be found. No officer had any
knowledge of a plan. Goodness knows
why these temporary reserves bad not
been renewed. Surely the Minister of the
day bakd sometIng. in mind andl Intended
to do something, but there was noa evidence
of what he intended to do. and so there
was this pause in the mining areas of the
State until an entirely new Government,
unfamiliar with the background of all
these unhappy circumstances, applied it-
self and within a few short months
decisions were made, and subsequently,
as has been recently announced, further
allocations were made with a view to
giving a longer life, in certain cases, to
mining companies; to allow iron ore, or
ore with a lower phosphorus content to be
used because of the extra areas where
there is better iron ore available.

In other words we have done this to
make proposals more viable. Some of the
companies are Quite content; some are
not so happy, and one or two companies
agree with the allocations that have been
made. Further, if these companies find
that they are unable to establish certain
projects. then the Government will apply
itself again because, as members know,
we have set aside areas which we are
holding in reserve, where it is known
that there are considerable quantities of
iron ore.

In other words, instead of prating about
a Pilbara plan, this Government, within a
comparatively short space of time,
amongst all the wrack and ruin that exist-
ed, has gone on with the job to enable all
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these mining companies to negotiate and
that is precisely what they are doing, as
is indicated by Texas Gull Inc, interesting
itself in the Rhodes Ridge project, and
presently we shall have another proposal
in regard to McCaniey's Monster. There-
fore this work we have done can develop
the areas we have made available and
give a better life to the existing companies.

The propositions we have before us are
a broad outline. It still remains for the
companies to draw up details of their
proposals and submit them to the Govern-
ment. The Government then has the right
to say whether a company can go In a
certain direction or where lines of com-
munication should be built. All of these
matters are under control. The Job is
there for everybody to see and the com-
panies are already on the job and can be
consulted in regard to it.

So I had hoped that these three Bills
would have been debated without the
mention of the names of Hancock and
Wright; that they would have been de-
bated on their merits without all this
false pretext to find faults with the
Bills and the agreements that are em-
bodied in them.

Mr. COURT: I suggest to the Deputy
Premier that he should get a record made
of the speech he has just made because
we have heard it for the third time, and
I suppose we shall hear it a few more
times in the future. I should imagine that
if one reads the Sunday Independent-
which I do not-one will get a repeat of
this speech in the next edition.

Mr. Graham: The public may as well
know the facts.

Mr. COURT: I think we should return
to base now that the Minister has made
his speech which he makes at periodic
intervals. We should return to the question
I asked. That is, can we be assured that
if there are variations of these areas that
the Minister will, in fact, bring them to
the Parliament, because he does not have
to under his variations clause? The Min-
ister did not read the full variations clause
used by the Brand Government which is
far more restrictive at law and in prac-
tice than the clause in this agreement put
forward by the Government.

Mr. J. T'. Tonkin: That is fiction.
Mr. Graham: Of course It is.

Mr. COURT: I suggested to the Deputy
Prcmier the other evening that he should
consult the senior lawyers who drafted
tha previous variations clause and com-
pare it with the one in this agreement.

Mr. J. T'. Tonkin: Under your legisla-
tion it was possible to vary the agreement
24 hours after it was agreed to by this
Parliament.

Mr. COURT: True it was, provided it
was for the purpose of the better im-
plementation of the agreement.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin- In whose opinion; in
your opinion, or in Parliament's opinion?

Mr. COURT: The Premier puts his foot
in it further and further. It was not in
the Minister's opinion, and not in the
Government's opinion, but in the opinion
of the law the Premier is always talking
about.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Under what circum-
stances would the interpretation of the
law take place?

Mr. COURT: It could be challenged by
many people.

Mr. J, T. Tonkin: Would the Govern-
ment be likely to challenge it, or would
the other party be likely to challenge it?

Mr. COURT: There could be many
people who could be aggrieved by it. So
the fact that this has become a premature
wrangle over the variations clause-be-
cause we have not reached that clause yet
-is coincidental to the query I asked the
Minister and which he has not attempted
to answer. The Minister talks a great deal
of what the Government has done, but It
has not built one foot of railway or made
any move to construct any part of a port
as a result of the decisions he said the
Government has made.

My question Is directed at the future
allocations of areas, and I ask the Min-
ister to answer it and forget whose agree-
ment it is.

Mr. GRAHAM: I can speak for myself
as a Minister, and I think I can speak for
any Minister of a Labor Government, that
our interpretation of this will be broad
and generous. if it were a minor adjust-
ment of a boundary probably it would be
foolish to bring the matter to Parliament,
but if there was a substantial or meaning-
ful amendment then we would have no
comPunction of bringing the matter before
Parliament.

Notwithstanding that a Labor Govern-
ment is in office, the situation which con-
fronts us never confronts a Liberal-
Country Party Government; namely, the
possibility of a hostile upper Chamber
taking the bit between its teeth and doing
what it wants with legislation. However,
wllen there is a Government of the
opposite Political persuasion to ours it has
a majority in both Houses;, and if it desires
to bring any matter to Parliament. then
by and large it is endorsed by its own
party in another place. However, we in the
Labor Party are not in that position.
Nevertheless whenever we consider that
there is any possibility of a successful
challenge we will bring the matter to Par-
liament.

Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.
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Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Graham (Minister f or Development and
Decentrallsation), and transmitted to the
Council.

IRON ORE (HAMERSLEY RANGE)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd May.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leaer
of the Opposition) [10.53 p.m.): As I
understand the position, this Bill is a legal
machinery Bill to tie up the agreements
we have just dealt with. Although as I
explained earlier I have not been able to
satisfy myself as to what it will mean in
practice I have been assured by the legal
people that it is a necessary tie between
the two Bills.

If the Minister agrees, I would like his
legal advisers to explain to my colleague
in another Place exactly how this machin-
ery Bill will work. It is no criticism of the
Bill, and all I am seeking to do Is to enable
me to understand for what we are legislat-
ing.

Mr. Graham: Will you state the assur-
ances or the information which you seek?

Mr. COURT: I want to find out why
this Hill I. necessary, and what It will
achieve. From my study and from my
inquiries I understand it is a necessary
Bill to tie up the transference of process-
ig obligations as between the various
parties, in view of the fact that we have
the Wittenoom agreement and the Mt.
Bruce agreement, which will become two
separate Projects and eventually will be
independent of each other if the parties
fulfil their commitments, and in view of
the fact that the Wittenoomn agreement
contains no commitments, but they have
been accepted under the Mt. Bruce agree-
ment. Will the Minister be agreeable to his
legal advisers explaining the legal position,
so that I can translate this into layman's
terms?

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [10.55
p.m.]: In answer to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition I say that very definitely
I shall refer the matter to the Co-ordinator
of Development and Decentralisation to-
morrow morning, and ask him to obtain
the information with the utmost expedi-
tion.

Question put and Passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Graham (Minister for Development
and Decentralisation),* and transmitted to
the Council.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[10.57 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.00 am. tomorrow (Wednes-
day).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.

i!4-egwtir TnunriI
Wednesday, the 31st May, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

1. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Replies

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH, to the
Leader of the House:

I apologise for asking this question
without notice. I have not1 had an
opportunity even to give warning
of it.
At this time of the session, when
we meet early in the morning, It
is customary for questions not to
be answered until much later in
the day. Some of the questions on
today's notice paper are directed
to Ministers in this House. Could
those questions be answered now,
and the questions that are directed
to Ministers in another place an-
swered later? Two or three ques-
tions are addressed to the Chief
Secretary and the Minister for
Police. I would like those to be
answered in this routine of busi-
ness, if possible.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:
We are not in a position to answer
the questions forthwith because,
following what I told them earlier
this morning, both my colleagues
have anticipated that questions
would not be answered until this
afternoon.
However, r take the point. With
the permission of the House I will
make an early endeavour to reply
to those questions ahead of the
others. As soon as we are in a
position to reply I will ask per-
mission to do so.
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